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The World’s Daily Newspaper 


Official Says Total k for Urgent Aid in ^ 98 , 
JnaProcess Ihafs VoingtoBe Years' 


By Michael Richardson 

iniemaiitwl HeraU TrUnme 


SINGAPORE — The World Bank is 

warning ihar S3 biUion in emeraency 
food ini medical aid will be needed 
over_ me ncxi_ year to help Indonesia 


. provide essential supplies i6 millions of 
'diioueh 


• AW a(UiUUI19 VI 

pec^e affected by drought and the eco- 
nomic crisis. 

Ahead of a meeting in Washington on 
Wednesday of officials from 21 donor 
countries and 17 development banks to 
coordinate assistance to die world’s 
fourth most populous nation, Dennis de 
Tray, head of the World Bank office in 
Jakarta, ;^d that aprecipitous fall in the 
value of its cunency . along with rapidly 


crops ^d food supply, the United Na- 
i Ingram said Wed- 


rising unemployment, Nation' and 
food prices, had confrwied Indonesia 


wi^ a difficult situation. 

“To our knowJed^, no country has 
suffered the kind of withdrawal of con- 
fidence in its own currency that In- 
donesia has suffer^ since the Second 
World War," be said. “The recovery is 
not going to be easy. With the best of 
intentions and the b^t of commitmedt, 
it's going to take a while. It's going to be 
years, not months." 

Tile $3 billion in aid for Indonesia 
cited by the World Bank would be in 
addition to more than $40 billion in 
loans organized by the IntematioDa] 


Monetary Fund in a so far vain attempt 
to prop up die Indonesian canency, me 


mpah, and revive investra- confidence 
in an economy that up u ntil this year was 

growing at an annualrate of more than 6 
percent — fast enough to reduce poverty 



suspended-, 

borsement of the loan package last 
month because it was not satisfied that 
Jakarta was canying out promised re- 
foons, including straitening die 
banking and legal systems, ending 
monopolies, cutting govenimeat qiend- 
ing and eliminating subsidies. 

But analysts said that the looming 
recession in Indonesia 'and concern diat 


See INDONESIA. Page 4 


Californians Universities 
Jettison Racial Diversity 


By Edian Bromier 

New YoNc Tines Service 


BERKELEY, Califbniia — In a 
demoQstratimi of the impact of Cali- 
fornia’s i^erendum that banned the 
use of race and ethnici^ in college 
admissions, the state’s most compet- 
itive public univeirsities have an- 
nounce steep drops in admissions of 
bladt and His|«mc af^licants for 
next fall’s freshman class. 

At the Univeisity of California, 


Boteley, the izKist se^i^ve public 
' V, Anican- 


univershy in the coonby, 

Americans, Hispanic-Ammeans and 
American Indi^ mgether made im 
10.4 percent of the total pool of ad- 
mitted fieshmeD fra* 199s. t ■ 1997, 
they irade up 23.1 pecce&L At the 
University of California, Los Angeles, 
minority representatioa fell to 12.7 
percent, from 19.S pocent last year. 

“My own persoinal emotions are a 

mixture of disappointment, ^g^, 
< knvw snK msnlve.'' said 


lesoWe." said 
*ey’s chancel- 
ce Tuesday, 
es us a less 
:hesu5." 
mative ac- 
toeds. 


Robert Berdalfi. B 
](»■. at a news confi 
"To the extent this 
diverse campus, it d 
Soto o^ioneots of 
tion, or race-based ad — ■y—r.^ ' iL ' 
said they, too, were disturbed by die 
drop-off but only because ih^ said it 
Dix)^ their point flat the school sys- 
tems have been foiling m prepare hla^ 

and Hispanic applicants and TOt tne 
univosity system had been discnm- 
inating against whites and As ia n s. 


"We shouldn’t become obsessed 
widi the year-to-year numbers,' ’ said 
Terence Peli, senior counsel of the 
Washington-based Center for Indi- 
vidual lights, which bas luon^t 
many cases againgr affirmative acticxi 
to conns around foe country. "It is 
clear it will take a few years for the 
systems to adjust Diversity is im- 
portant The challenge is how to get it 
without focusing <m skin color." 

The figures are among foe first on 
admissions to Catifomia state uni- 
versities since Proposition 209 was 
pass^ in Novembtf 1996. The ref- 
erendupi, which for underg^uate 
admissions went into effect fois year, 
mnrfrt CalifcMnia foe only state to ban 
the consideration of race, ethnicity 
and sex in foe public sector. 

A federal appeals coun has barred 
foe state universities of Texas from 
dnmg the same, and other states, no- 
tably Michigan, are facing siznilar le- 
gal challenges. 

While the California referendum 
aicn barred foe consideration of sex, 
admissions officials said they had 
never tsdren sex into account anyway 
of tte large number of wom- 
en applying -for admission. 

Tw dafa made public on Thesday 
mirror similar drops in most of the 
gmalTer University of California cam- 
puses announced twef weeks ago and at 
foe state’s business and law schools. 

It remains unclear what percentage 


See MINORITIES, Page 10 
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World Bank’s Estimate 
For Jakarta; $3 Billion 


it might spark mass social unrest and 
economic hardship that would swell foe 
flow of illegal migration of Indonesians 
into other Southeast Asian countries had 
prompted foe IMF to be flexible in al- 
lowing Jakarta more time to apply some 
of the reforms. 

After taking a survey of Indonesia's 


tions Development 
nesday in Jakarta that some 7.5 million 
Indonesians could soon face food short- 
ages and foal the government would 
probably have to import a record 3.3 
million ions of rice in 1998. 

Canadian officials said that Canada 
would provide Indonesia with aid worth 
million Canadian dollars (S197.3 
millionl, mainly credits for imports of 
food and medicine. The U.S. last week 
promised SS4 million in food and med- 
ical assistance. 

Lloyd Axworlhy. foreign minister of 
Canada, said that Indonesia faced a food 
shortage caused by drought, increos^ 
prices, distribution difficulties and a 
limited ability to import essential food- 
stuffs. He added t^t the aid should 
"help address the human side of foe 
economic crisis." 

Soaring prices of staple food items 
and other essentials sparked riots in 
some parts of Indonesia in recent weeks 
foal were directed mainly against foe 
country’s ethnic Chinese minority, 
which controls much of the retail trade. 

The rupiah bas lost about 70 percent 
of its value against foe dollar since July. 
The drop has threatened to bankrupt 
many companies that bonrowed heavily 
in foreign currencies, severely straining 
foe banking system and bringing much 
of foe country’s business and tr^e to a 
virtual halt 

The goverameot said Monday that 
minimumwages— which in 1997 were 
set at under one dollar a day — would be 
frozen because of foe crisis. With in- 
flation likely to reach 50 percent in 
1998, this means that real incomes for 



Reps Duvipun/Rnncn 

Under tight security, Maurice Papon, center, leaving his house near 
Bordeaux on Wednesday to attend his trial for World War II crimes. 


After Hearing Papon, 
Jury Starts to Deliberate 

Whr Crimes Defendant Makes His Final Plea 


By Charles Tnieheart 

Wisshmgioit Post Servlet' - ^ 


BORDEAUX — Maurice Papon 
had his last chance on Wednesday fo 
convince a FreiKh jury thaihe was not 
guilty of war crimes before a panel of 
three judges and nine citizens went 
behind closed doors to deliberate foe 
verdicL 

Mr. Papon, 87, used his 40-miDute 
couiiToom privilege to attack the 
Icxig-running trial that has sought 
to establish his responsibility for foe 
deputation of more than 1,500 
French Jews to the German death 
camp at Auschwi^ Poland. 

"This is what is called a political 
trial," Mr. said durii^ a ram- 
bling soliloquy. “Reoch law has been 
tortured in a deq>erate effort to prove 
a crime that was never committi^" 
His speech capped four days of 
closing arguments by foe defense and 
six months of highly charged and 


often conflicting testimony foal has 
commanded headlines and dominated 
private iTOnversation in France. 

"In the absence of incontestable 
evidence, a judicial monster bas been 
created," he said, "an unprecedented 
media bombardooent of lies, insults . 
and infamy designed to poison public 
opinion." 

Mr. Papon, whose trial stirred a 
painful public confrontation with this 
country’s wartime behavior, warned 
the jniors diat ^ir fellow citizois 
were watching and that tiieir nation’s 
reputation hung in foe balance. 

"Be careful that France is not 
harmed by your verdict," he said. 
“There are many people outside our 
borders who would rejoice in the hu- 
miliation that my conviction would 
bring upmi our nation by linking it to 
Nazi Germany in responsibility for 
Jewish genocide." He was then 


See PAPON, Page 5 


Israel Clears Plan 


To Leave Lebanon 


Alert Ordered 
After Killing 


Beirut Balks: 
No Negotiation 


By Joel Greenberg 

iVru' VL*»t rime*! Swjrt 


By Serge Schmemazin 

.NVii Yiirk Tunes Service 


JERUSALEM — A man found dead 
near a car that exploded in foe West 
Bank on Sunday was identified Wed- 
nesday as a suspected bomb-maker 
from the Islamic group Hamas who was 
at foe top of Israel *s list of most wanted 
militants. 

The Israeli police said they were on 
high alert for possible revenge attacks 
by Hamas similar to those that followed 
foe assassination of Mohammed ^'ahya 
Ayyosh. a Hamas bomb-maker known 
as “The Engineer" who was killed by a 
booby-trapped cellular phone in the Ga- 
za Strip in January 1996. 

After that slaying, widely artribuiod 
to Israel's Shin Bet security service, 
Hamas militants carried out a series of 
suicide attacks in Israel that killed more 
than 60 people. 

Abdel Aziz Rantisi, the most prom- 
inent Hamas figure in Gaza, warned that 
there would be similar retribution now. 

"Hamas never leaves its members 
unavenged." he said. “The struggle 
will surely escalate.” 

The police said that foe man found 
dead on Sunday was Muhyiaddin 
Sharif, 32, and that he had been shot 
three times before the car blew up. His 
body was dumped near foe vehicle in 
Bituniya, outside foe town of Ramallah, 
which is governed by Palestinians. 

Israeli officials bold lum responsible 
for a series of suicide attacks in Israel that 
killed scores of people since early 1 996. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
of Israel denied responsibility for the 
Sharif killiog. 

“I can 


you with cenaint^^ that 


Israel had no ^ in this event," Mr. 
lidata 


Netanyhau said at a news conference. ‘ ‘1 
don’t know if this was a liquidation 
operation, 1 have no idea." 

A leaflet signed by foe Qassam Bri- 
gades. foe amied wing of Hamas, 
warned. "The murder wrill not pass 
without revenge chat will bring sadness 
toeveiy Zionist household and" teach foe 
Netanyahu government a lesson it will 
never forget ’’ 

Yasser Arafat, foe Palestinian leader, 
said the incident was under investiga- 
tion. but other Palestinian officials poin- 
ted a finger at Israel. 

"If foe informadon is true, it means 
that Israeli state terrorism and assas- 
sination sanctioned by foe state con- 


tinues to be a policy of the government 

I,’’sajdNabiJ 


of Israel," said NabiJ Shaath, a niim'ster 
in foe Palestinian cabinet 
The commander of Palestinian forces 
in the West Bank, Hajj Ismail Jaber, 
issued a statement calling the killin g a 
crime and a “dangerous attempt to un- 
denmine Palestinian stability and secu- 


JERUS.ALEM — Adding to a grov 
ing diplomatic effort to find a way out c 
its costly military presence in souther 
Lebanon. Israel formally accepted o 
Wednesday a 20-year-oId UN Securii 
Council resolution calling on it I 
“withdraw forfowiifa" from Le banes 
territory, but on the condition foal Let 
anon assume control over the region an 
prevent its use for attacks on Israel. 

Both Lebanon and Syria have public! 
rejected any negotiations over the res 
olution. arguing'foat foe United Nation 
called for an unconditional withdrawal. 

The decision by foe Israeli cabuu 
followed an intense debate within fo 
government on ways to extract Israe 
forces from foe buffer zone that Israe 
maintains in southern Lebanon with th 
help of a Lebanese militia called fo 
South Lebanese Army. 

That debate, in nim. followed grow 
ing pressure in Israel to end a conflic 
with foe radical Islamic guerrillas o 
Hezbollah, which is taking a steady tol 
in Israeli lives. 

“Tlte meaning of this decision is tha 
Israel is expressing formally here for thi 
first time, in a detailed and organizei 
fashion, its seriousness and detenni 
nation to leave Lebanon, linkoJ to for 
required security airangeoients," Primi 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said. 

Israeli officials and foreign diplomat: 
warned that Israeli readiness to embraa 
Resolution 425 was not likely to end the 
conflict soon. 

For one thing, there was no guaranty 
that foe Lebanese government had fot 
military capacity to secure foe soufoen 
region. The more serious obstacle it 
Syria, which effectively controls Leb- 
anon, and which has mode clear that 1 
would end the conflict in southern Leb- 
anon only in foe context of a peace 
agreement that included foe return of fo: 
Golan Heists to Syria. 

Early in nis administration, Mr. Net- 
anyahu floated foe idea of a “Lebanew 
first" agreement, only to have it flatly 
rejected by Syria. 

“There is nothing new in the IsraeU 
position." Nabih Beni, speaker of the 
Lebanese ParliamenL, was quoted as 
saying. In Abu Dhabi, foe Lebanese 
president, Elias Hrawi, said tu a news 
conference. “We will not negotiate for 
one second over Resolution 425. be- 
cause if we did. then foe Security Coun- 
cil resolution would become null." 

Syria, which has 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon, also dismissed foe Isroli de- 
cision as a “maneuver," Agence 
France-Presse reported. 

Despite such public opposition, foe 
Israeli effort, led by Defense Minister 


See TERROR, Page 10 
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Fuller Service for Full-Fare Fliers 


By Laurence Zuckerman 

New York Touts Service 


NEW YORK — Last mooth, travelers paying full 
coach fare on Trans World Airlines began receiving 
white-glove service in St. Louis, Missouri. A special 
skycap now checks foeir b^s at the curb, issuing a 
l^e, gilt-edged tag that is intended to ensure that the 
luggage will be the first off the plane. 

Elite fliers are also given a white ticket envelope — 
as oppo^ to foe dark blue ones issued to hoi poiloi — 
so that TWA employees know to ^ve foera foe ' 'extra 
level of customer service they deserve." And TWA 
scrapped a three-year effort to offer the most spacious 
coach cabin in the Industry to make room fo- more 
first-cl^ seats. 

“We have essentially moved that space from the back 
to foe £nmt. where it is made available to people who can 
pay for h,' ’ said Mark Abels, a TWA spokemian. 

There have long been clear class distinctions in the 
air, but the divisions are growing ever wider as turlines 


invest millions of dollars to pamper foeir best cus- 
tomers, business travelers, enticing them with 
everyfoing from more leg room to extra firequent-flier 
miles to fancier VIP lounges. 

Who loses out? In some cases, passengers with 
discount rickets. 

'The back end of the plane has become a bus with 


"The back end of the plane has become a bus with 
wings." said Ivan Michael Schaeffer, president of 
Woodside Travel Tnist, a consortiom of 132 travel 


agencies. 

[On scheduled European domestic flights, foe dif- 
ferences between pas^gers are less accentuated, 
partly because first class fa^ all but disappeared and 
p^y because most leisure travelers use charter 
flights, industiy specialists told tire IHT. 

business travelers get in Europe in exchange 
for a higher fare is flexibility, they said. These trav- 
elers can change tickets, carry on more iuggage, and 
perhaps be served a hot meal and drinks instead of a 


See CLASS, Page 10 


In First Class, Friendlier Skies 


American Airtines recently began weighting the 
miles it awards passengers looking to qualify 
for its new top-t/er Executive Platinum frequent- 
flier status. It takes 100.000 miles to quaify and 
depends on how much is paid for each ticket 


hfere is how many miles passengers in different 
classes would earn on a 4,950-fnil8 round-tifp ffight 
from New York's Kennedy Airport to Los Angeles. 



WBQKtiNG 

F«, ", 

'mss- ■ 

First class 

1.50 

S3.688 

7A25 

Business class 

1.25 

2,830 

6,188 

Full coach 

1.00 

1,836 

4,950 

Discount coach 

0.50 

298 

2,475 


Source: Cotrpany reporta 


Hk New Yiat Tfanct 


Yeltsin Defuses Tension With Deputies 


Reaiers 


brink of confrontation with 
Bfflis Yeltsin on Wednesday after he 

‘Unties in the Slate Duma, Parlia- 
^ lower honse. had been planning 


NeeiBStand Pricey 


• of\on Sflut# 

1 A 


to adoptaresolution Wednesday caU^ 
foraroundtable withMr. Yeltsin and ftw 
the president to suspend his choice of 
prime minis tg^tesjgnflte. Sergei Kir- 
iyenko, 35. 

But th^ abandoned their demand to 
susp^ Mr. Kiriyenko an hour a 
Kremlin spokesman said the president 
had invited foe heads of foe Duma and 
foe upper house, foe Federation Coun- 
cil, to udks Thursday. • 

Yastizhembsky, a Kremun 
spokesman, said, ‘“nie presi^t’s in- 
,5tetion to hold such a meeting prac- 
tically in the formal of foe ^ Four 
can be viewed as President ^fltsm s 
response to foe appeal by the F^ration 
Council and State Duma to hoW con- 
g^^ Hfrinns ahead of voting for Sergei 
Kiriyenko." 

Tbe"B 


Domination Frid^, but it was far from 
certain that Mr. Kiriyenko could win its 




•DKD. , . _ 

^ ^ * “p jg pour* ’ are Mr. Yelttin, Gen- 
vwJr' Seleznyov, the Duro speaker, 
Yegor Stroyev, foe Pederson 
soier, and tbepritne mm^er^. Ipr- 

also be at foe talks T^msday, 

{JrtisimtyetfbnnaUy 
Hie Duma is scheduled to debate his 


approval, even after Mr. Yeltsin’s offer 
of talk& . The presideDt is empowered to 
dissolve the Duma and call new elec- 
tions if it rejects his candidate in three 
sq^rate votes. 

Mr. Yasnzhembsky said Mr. 
Yeltsin *s decision to hold the talks at his 
residMce outside Moscow, noimaUy re- 
served for meetings with foreign lead- 
ers, was a sign of serious intent, 

llie Doma, whi^ has used foe 
roundtable option l^ore to avoid a 
showdown wifo Mr. Yeluin. evicfently 
took the hint. 

Witiiin the hour it voted in favor of a 
Communist appeal c^dng for lalVB in- 
volving more the “Kg Four," but 
dropped its demand that Kiiiyen- 
ko's candidacy be suq)ended. 

Mr. Seleznyov told the chamber after 
the vote, “Tlib will be a gocri mandart* 
fix me at tisnoirow’s meeting, where 
we might announce plans for holding 


See RUSSIA, Page 5 
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South Africa Denies Claims of Coup Plot 


Kaaumi KnAnmr AHidaud PicM 

BIG BANG — A Tokyo merchant 
testily a Singapore dtdiar Wed- 
nesday, as Japanese stores began 
accepting foreign cmreDcy as 
of Uie cferegulatim of the cram- 
try’s iinani^ system. Page 11. 

Books - Page 7- 

Crossword.............................. P^e 18. 

Opinion - ^7. 

Snorts Riges 18-19. 


PRETORIA (Reuters) — A military 
intelligence report claiming a coup 
plot against Pre^dent Nelsrai Mandela 
was “fraudulent and of no sub- 
stance," a South African government 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

Joel Netshitenzbe. the spokesman, 
^id a jndknal commission found no 

truth to a report tiiat had named senior 


military officers and officials close to 
Mr. Mandela’s governing African Na- 
tional Congress as heaog bdfoid the 
plot. One d those named in the 
was Mr. Mandela’s foiroer wife, Win- 
nie Madikizela-Mandela. Mr. Net- 
shitenzhe said Mr. Mandela was study- 
ing foe report and would make a pobUc 
statement in foe next few days. 


Last Stop for Clinton: 
Slave House on Goree 


The Dollar 


Nwr Yoric WBttnegriay 9 3 P,M. previous dosa 


DM 


1.B524 


1.846 


The IHT on-line ivvvw.iht.com 


The last slop of President Bill Clin- 
ton's 12-day to Africa willbeavislt 

Thursday afternoon to Goree Island, 
where idons of Africans ^nt their 
last hours on foe continent chained in 
cubicles before beginning the ghastJy, 
and for many faraJ, voy^ to the New 
World. The visit will hri^ to a climax 
the politics of contrition Mr. Ointon 
has practiced in Africa. Page 10. 
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'Lecnring Party' / Handover in the Night-Life District 


As Visas Expire, a 2d British Exodus From Hong Kong 


By Mark Landler 

New York Times Service 


H ong kong — urop i 

bar and restanrant in me heart of Hong 
Kong’s teeming night-life district, and 
it still feels a lot like pre-1997. A 
bartender draws pints of British lager while 
British waitresses serve saosages and sticky tof- 
fee podding to a mostly Western clientele. 

Bot,lhat will soon d^ge as Post 97 and other 
watting holes for Hong Kong’s expatriates ^ce 
the loss of most of di& Bzhish wo±er$. Last 
four months before Britain handed Hong 
Kong back to <^na_ British residents here were 
gtanted a one-year extensioi of dieir visas. On 

Tuesday, those visas eroired 

en masse, and thousands of 
Britons must prepare to leave 
tins former Croura Colony. 

It amounts to a second ex- 
odus of the British out of 
Hong Kong. But these dis- 
possess Britcws are of a 
distinctly different stripe than the senior civil 
servants and colonial administrators who left 


More than 200 expatriates 
recetidj tamed out lor a 
giant leaving part}^’ 


work permit The government has apfnoved 
about half of such plications filed from Feb- 
ruary 1997 to the end of Jaonaiy. Bnt the 4,000 
other apphcatioos are still pending, and Hong 
Kong's Immig ration Dcpaitment has told res- 
taurant owners it is unlikely to ^prove tiiose for 
unskilled woikers, like waitresses. 

Ms. Newstead hopes her credentials as a 
graphic artist will tip the balance in her favor. 
But with Hong Kong suffering from the Asian 
econopiic flu, desi^ work has been scarce and 
Ms. Newst^ subsists on restaurant wages. 

*T want to grab the immigration people and 
say, ‘Look, I have a home wifo a gard!^ and cats 
and (fogs,’ ** said Ms. Newstead, who moved to 
Hong Kong in 1994 and lives on Lantau, an 
island just west of Hong 
Kong that is home k> many 
young British. 

i-ammii Island, anotiier 
sph of land south of Hong 


Kong, is so heavily pop- 
Brir ' 


Hong Kong last July, hard on the heels of the 
derarting ^tish governor, Christopher Patten. 

The British leaving this time are generally 
young. TTiey work as bartenders, waitresses and 
short-order cooks in pubs and restaurants. 

Unlike older, more established Britons, whose 
visas are routinely extended, the young British are 
vuloerable because their jobs can easily be filled 
by local Chinese. To make matters worse, many of 
foem are also tranrients — backpackers who 
I in Hong Kong to make some quick money 
: setting off HiailaDd or Australia. 

But others had put down deep roots in Hong 
Kong and desperately wanted to stay. For them, 
this has been a time of anguish. 

**I view Hong Kong very much as my home," 
said Samantha Newstead, 30, a gru^c artist 
from London, who has supplement^ her income 
by waiting on tables at Post 97. "I know I don’t 
have a divine right to live here, but it's really 
strange to have to fight for the right to stay." 

Like nearly 9,000 of her compatriots, Ms. 
Newstead has applied to extend her visa and 


tilated by young British 

people that the waterfront 
there feels mcKe like Brighton than the South 
China Th^ (foys, though, the bulletin 
boards on the island are plastered with adver- 
tisements for apartment rentals and secondhand 
frimituie. One ad offto advice on how to cora- 
pose a visa application. On a recent weekend, 
more than 200 people turned out for a giant 
"leaving party." 


S 


OME YOUNG pe^Ie are so bent on 
staying that they simply flout the ^hsa 
restrictions. Tom, a jovial 32-year-old 
from Scotland who refused to his last 
name, works illegally as a baker at a Hong K<^ 
lescauranL Despite ibc threat of six months in jail 
for w nricing without a visa, Tom says he belief 
the govenunent will not go too far in hunting down 
people like him. "They’d be slitting thra own 
throats," he said. "We keep the place going." 

That is exaggerating matters, of course. Britain 
has only the ihird-laigest expatriate population in 
Hong Kong, after the Philippines and the United 
Stares. And it has declined to 28,000 fr'om 3 1,400 
in the nine months since the handover. Hong 
Kong's new immigration policy simply treats 







Britain’s new caavoy to Hong Kong, Sir Andrew Bums, admiring the 
view from his 36th-floor apartmenL %n have only to look from 
thifl bafoony to see how Hong hag chan^d,’ he told Reuters. 


Britons the same as citizens of any other country 
who seek to live and work in the ct^. 

The British-style pubs are adjnsti^ to the new 
face of Hong Kong. P<»t 97 and its neighbors 
now actively recruit local people. But some 
restaurateors said Hong Kong Chinese balked at 
serving a laedominantly Western clientele. And 
they TOt that replacing all the British with 
Chinese will subdue tiie boisterous atmosphere 
that transforms Hong itong's ni^t-life district, 
Lan Kwai Fong, into an outdoor carnival each 
weekend. Chinese Ixntetuk^ and waitresses are 
highly competent, the restaurant owners say, but 


they do not banter w’itii cnstomeis. 

Mad Dogs, which styles itself as a Scottish 
pub, has gone so far as to icqxxT students from 
botei-iraining schools in Scotland. Because tire 
bar provides room, board and some training, th^ 
can work in Hong Kong on student visas. 

"Th^ is a case n> be made about ethnic 
authratichy." said Christopher Hammerbeck, 
the rhatrman of the British Chamber of Com- 
merce here. "1 know this bierkeller in Beijing 
where lovely Chinese girls serve beer. But they 
just don't fill a dirndl the same way as German 
girls would." 


Heavy Rains 
Douse Fires 
In Brazilian 
Rain Forest 


BRASILIA — The first heavy 
in six months fell 'Dicsday on die nonh- 
westetii Brazilian - state of Rotaitna* 
rfampftning tile dried rain fore^ and 
raising hopes of an end to the wildfires 
that have raged out of control in the ar». 
for three months. 

Alan Snassuoa, press spokesman for 
the Federal Indian Bureau in Boa Vista, 
2,500 kilometers (1«550 miles) north- 
west of Bta^a, tile (»pt^ estimated 
that the rains had extinguished 80 per- 
cent to SK) percent of the fires. 

He said an aomrate assessment 
would only be possfole Wecinesday, 
after the army, now in charge of ^ 
firefighting operation, had flown over 
the area. 

Newly avulable sareliite {uiotos in- 
dicate that about 34,200 square kilo- 
meters (13,200 square 00168 )-, or about 
15 percent of the state, has been dev- 
ast^ed ^ tire fires. 

The blazes have spread into the Yan- 
omami reservaticm and into the reser- 
vations of several other tribes, hidian 
reservations cover about 55 percent of 
Raraima state. 

Carlos Pereira Monteiro, head of a 
United Nations' team of firefighting 
specialists that arrived Monday, called 
the fires "an environmental disaster 
without pTBoedeot on tiiis planeL" 

Abont 100 men fiom BiaziL 
Venezuela and Argentina have been 
f^hting tire fires, tire office of tire Ro- 
raima governor said. 

"In general terms, tiie rain has heea 
of great help and has reduced the num- 
ber of fiies,^* said (Lionel Jorge Fraxe 
of the Brazilian Army, a spokesman for 
the fire fighting effort. "But all the 
troops remain in the area and tiiey will 
continue to work.' ’ (AP. Reuters) 


Song Kong Under Oiina: U.S. Satisfied 


Remers 

WASHINGTON — The 
nited States is largely sat- 
fied with how China has 
rted toward Hong Kong in 
le first nine that the 

inner British colony has 
sea under Beijing's control, 
xording to American offi- 
lals. 

Although there were some 
ises cooceming the rule of 
iw and prcK freedoms that 
are watching, an official 
lid Tuesday that it was 
margj^ stuff. "The 
hiaRse are beha^g better 
lan I expected," he added. 


The official described 
Beijing as largely "invis- 
ible" and exerting "no direct 
pressure, or next to none" on 
Hong Kong, which on July 1 
became an autonomous re- 
gkn within China. 

The State Department was 
due to present to Congress on 
Wednesday its annud report 
oa Hong Kong. 

The report provides tiie 
basis for an annual congres- 
sional review of the Hong 
Kong-United States Policy 
Act, under which Hong K(^ 
enjoys special rebtions wim 
Washington as a tetritory sep- 


arate from the rest of China. 

Hong Kong has status as a 
separate customs area and 
sdso has a separate extradition 
treaty and commercial agree- 
ments with the United States. 

An American official said 
"the gist of the report is that 
things have gone smootiily. 
but there have been prob- 
lems," such as the wav tiie 
post-colonial Legislative 
Council was being handled. 

Opposition and human- 
rights groups in Hong Kong 
have raised concerns about 
new election rules for the first 
post-colonial polls this May, 


Lady Lestor, Politician, Dies at 66 


New York Times Service 
LONDON — Baroness 
estor of Eccles, 66, a cru- 
iding British politician who 
poire out against apartiieid in 
efiance of her govemmem's 
olicies and who struck a 
low on behalf of single moth- 
rs when she won the right to 
dopt two children on her 
^ died in a London hospice 
'riday. She had been suffering 
xnn motor nenrone disease. 

Lady Lestor bad two great 
auses in her life: the fight 
gainst racism and tiie fight 
3f the rights of children. 

She was briefly chairman 
f the Labour Party in 1977- 


78 and served as a junior min- 
ister in several Labour Gov- 
emineots in the early 1970s. 
but was perhaps too uncom- 
promisiag in her beliefs to 
rise to a Ugtaer office. 

Lady Lesuv graduated from 
Lmdoa University with a di- 
ploma in sociolo^. She was 
elected to Parliament in 1966, 
where she remained, with a 
four-year break, until 1997. 

Athelstan Spilhaos, 
Versaldle Inventor 

NEW YORK (NYT) — 
Athebtan Spilbaus, 86. a geo- 
physicist and meteorologist 


who invented a device that 
measures temperatures at the 
depths of the sea and who 
became the fint U.S. repre- 
sentative on the executive 
board of Unesco, died Mon- 
day at his home in Middle- 
burg, Virginia. 

A creator of untold numbers 
of other devices, bcluding 
3,000 varieties of children's 
toys, Mr. Spilhaus listed his 
occupation in his later years as 
"retired genius." 

Throughout his life he had 
been involved in complex sci- 
entific. mechanical, educa- 
tional, architectural and iml- 
itary projects. 



Look what makes investments 
and businesses tick in 

Bahrain 


Sf 100% foreign ownership of business 
2f No personal, corporate or withholding taxes 
[?f Free movement of capital 


To find out more, oonlact Robin Marriott. P.O. Box 11299, Manama, 
Bahrain, Arabian Gulf. Or bx (+973 531117) or visit our website 
on http://www.bpmb.com 
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Correcdon 

A frunt-page article on 
Italy's eligibility to join the 
planned European single cur- 
rency in Wednesday’s edi- 
tions gave an iocoirect title 
for an Italian official. Carlo 
Azeglio Ciarapi. He is the 
treasury minister. 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 


which drastically reduce the 
public franchise and the pros- 
pects of opposition parties. 

But the American official 
said that on balance, the re- 
port gave a positive assess- 
ment of China's handling of 
Hong Kong with a clear re- 
cognition that things were 
not all perfect 

U.S. officials said China's 
apfnoach to Hong Kong was 
motivated by self-interest, not 
by a conviction that allowing 
autonomy for the re^on was 
inherently a good thing. 

Beijing recognized that 
Hong Kong, wluch brought 
in ntiUions of dollars in imd 
currency and was a gateway 
for economic activity, was 
crucial to C hina ’s future, of- 
ficials said. 

In addition, Chinese offi- 
cials saw tiie region as a mod- 
el for future reunification 
with Taiwan and realized 
Htng Kong's transition was 
being closely w^hed by the 
world. U.S. officials said. 

Soorces in Hong Kong 
said Monday that political 
lobbyists in Hong Kong have 
asked the U.S. Congress to 
look into recent threats to the 
rule of law. freedom of the 
press and electora] oirange- 
ments in the teiritory. 

A series of incidents has 
touched off heated political 
quarrels and raised fears in 
Hong Kong that its autonomy 
is b^g ei^ed. 

0{^}OTti<xi grcN^ Sunday 
assati^ a bill drafted by the 
post<oloaial government tfa^ 
would exempt Chinese state 
bodies here from some Hong 
Kong laws. They said tius ran 
against the Basic Law, Hong 
Kong's new constitutitKL 

A U.S. official said that 
when one considered the 
range of actions China could 
have taken to weaken seri- 
ously Hong Kong's auton- 
omy and freedoms, "these 
are not c^iital offenses." 


BA’s Low-Cost Airline Sets Routes 

LONDON(AFP) — British Airways' low-cost aiiUDe, Go, 
said Wednesefoy that its first flights would be frr>m London to 
Rome. Milan and Copenhagen — three destinations not 
served by the bu^et-market leaders, EasyJet and Ryanair. 

"We are hoping to encourage people who have not pre- 
viously traveled far in Europe to fly with us," said Barbara 
Caiwani. the Go chief executive. She disputed a legal claim by 
EasyJ^ that BA was abusing its monopoly petition 
mtrodqcingtbefow.TCOStiiairier.. . .. 

New Radars On at 2 India Airports 

NEW DELHI (AP) — The ioiematioDal arports serving 


Bombay and New Delhi began operating a new air-traffic 
control system on Wednesday to make plane landings and 
takeoffs safor, the system manufacturer, Raytheon Co., said. 

It includes advanced radar and flight-data processing that 
identifies aircraft and provides warnings of possible col- 
lisions or dangerously low altitudes. 

The nulippines Air Transportation Office said it would 
allow Ceha P^ific Airways to fly again, after the Feb. 2 crash 
of one of its planes that killed 104 people. {Reuters) 

A plan for a 250-bed hotel (mposite the Neuschwanstein 
castle has been rejected by the Schwangau, Germany, town 
council which was besieg^ by objections that it would ruin 
the suiTOiindings of the fairy-t^e castle. (AFP) 


WEEKEND SKI REPORT 


Roort 


DWtti 
U U 


Mtn. Res. SoM Ud 
PKtn PWb State Snaw 


CbibmbH 


BesaL 


Pepitii 


Andorra 

SoUau 


X w Rg Aatir aiwB laq gaite.iKTt/Mgjfcoiwrtton 


Acsstiia 








lechgl 

S 

IX 

Far 

SSRW 

ang 

3V3 

ais op&i gootfMFipstrtig 

icmTiriei 

8 

IX 

Far 

CM 

MRS} 

aa 

*VB0 Baa. sees soemeautw 

Lech 

79 

IK 

FaS 

dafiy 

Vkr 

a/3 

a0 ,74 89 0wi 6Ry Rsiitto 

Meyitwfen 

0 

X 

Fsk 

OasaO 


23)3 

SB X ao e. tot rtBV n morwy 

Obmun^ 

48 

IN 



839 

al flb e, paswaiy at stawiy *> pn 

Saalbacfi 

X 

115 

Far 

sbdv 

9mg 

ZS3 

M tapg plp0 /tatog tot »to 

Si. Anton 

X 

250 

Ftf 

itow 

htov 

239 

379? Bs 0 . Rt intI oitto 

Catmla 








Lakeioiiae 

95 

IX 

Good 

OPSB 

Wr 

259 

r r Rr opat gmf Miig toig 

WNsder 

X 

2X 

ooed 

iwdtadied 

303 

MRMvoon oaoitaiBW 


Italy 

Batmo D 150 

Cervirria $0 W 

Cortina 0 SO 

Counnayeur 3) 110 

UviTio S 155 

M. dl Campigio 30 120 

Madesinx) <o 300 

SelvB 5 to 


Mtn. Rn. Snow Loft 
PMw PtetM Hate 5— i 




fm Cknri camg ISli 
am (Wqt \ar 2393 
Far (3oKd wing 230 
Far CkBSd AM 23U 
Faa skdit ito 233 
Far 8bdir Wr 2313 
Pdr sfeidiy 230 
fm 8hOir song zao 


i«ir ite A. acbn imr « 3X0 
20 e$ ik a. swv toMng IV Ml 
mat 8b qi&i. msmabb snr 
Z3/SS 9b cpnia^pBiBsm 
alBbo, vparlmlfgDOdaR^ 
iss68Bao9o.siumrsnp»saL 
ain9biipan.aiangeena6ms 
SteiWtjdnoriTSbniifcpai 


M on t a y 

GOlo 


« 50 Fair ahdy aymg gBS aS188Baem.Bniai MaOt 


Franca 

AlpetfHuez 

Lae Area 

Avoiiaz 

Chamonix 

Courchevel 

LssOeiaMpes 

name 

Megeve 

M4nM 

LaPagne 

Serre ChevaSer 

LaTkria 

Ti^iee 

Vald'Mre 

VaTtiofTO 


45 230 
40 200 
in 130 
a 190 

as is 

30 280 
X IX 
9 X 


Fair Ash Rmg 
Fv OOtf vte 
fw study btny 
Fw Cbsad Barg 
Far Opel Rxtig 
F|9 «m wM 
Fva aoy cxng 
aaiy CtanO oring 


2(0 (BWtenn low atw» flit 
M 7Vf79b(paB.sb8vin8mwen 
va srMiaBeean,apn^anKart 
230 AKfFIbaeneMyliakamocn 
230 mreB rnnUctiitiiwibm 
220 at pass a. m atom STOOn 

2M asfiBtetan Aiwtoaar 
230 SS81BBa,N.laeeg80pKbaal 


ffiMlimlanif 
Clara Mentana 0 
Davoe 
Ktosters 
Murran 
SaasFee 
SL Montz 
VOitier 
VVengen 
ZenraU 


in 
s w 
ID in 


50 

196 

n 


10 in 

0 40 


D 115 


spn^ ClDHd 
sfeitfiy 8pmg 
sMiy Vhr 
partly stmg 
sftahy Var 
sWiy efxng 
•om stxtig 
Far Ctawd sothg 
Far Sana spmg 


Cketqr 

Far 

FW 

goad 

Far 

Far 


230 tot aUigaigbea; 28418 

230 alAse, gpodaciigiaiwa 

25iO S7tg98Bcpan.9oaiWami 
240 tn2Rao.olcaiscMtncnil 
240 riestoamgacCrator; 
23f3 4SiS5Bbe.ALachgMM{ 
24/3 2SO78laapen,akataw2(0 
240 pmesokbalonlSsm.slaWtr 
2*0 TtnWBs^Uaama a amB m . 


UA 


85 

IX 

FN 

■toiy hruy 

84/3 

M98 m ivsn. S6TS 4* 

Aspen 

140 

IX 

find 

Ooan 

FU0 

260 

105 

2X 

Frtr 

«ing 

246 

WI/HO as 0 , ek mon 2DDPn 

BiackwMtdgs 

IX 

175 

tkiod 

Opx 

spring 

260 

' X 

IX 

graf 

mn arng 

349 

5M7 m e , good aoriig aiig 

Crested Btitta 

e 

IX 

GoDd 

Open 

ni-Jril 

276 

» 

IX 

Fair 

aurti MRU 

239 

dBarias A. at St Rpir toft 

Mamtnoch 

480 

600 

Good 

teen 

Prttd 

280 

X 

xo 

Fak 

skfliT tp«>9 

246 

tot anettog tOan tt> 

Path City 

145 

36 

Good 

Opwi 

semg 

300 

79 

IK 

Far 

atoiy xring 

246 

fflosi as 9 . pBcrt anr sr afc 

vao 

IN 

16 

Good 

Open 

PiM 

290 

X 

200 

Far 

ttadw hsaw 

246 

manUaao nntmivN Rbk 

Writer Parte 

16 

26 

Good 

Open 

Vkr 

303 


umsapem»o.gooa8 

aietrantfpiBaBqpwgi 


C e i many 
Gamiech 


0 3S Gto Ssma Wr 230 0iS3tec..to4pniioane 


Xairt,ll: Oarti h on on bMT and ccpar slapaa llta Pistes IlDiiitaMdepiaw. Ree. Pistes Ara 

M*gloiMvlB|p.AilfitllciBloi(m AputiawpMtytfiaarCUtf Snaffitoh 


WEATHER 


Europe 


Mgwira 


Mm 

Adwnt 

B ai wI u n M 

Bdvwir 

8wft) 


C<w«i4aa«i 

CocMSe 

Oito 

BMu^ 

flarwiM 

FneMwl 

O ww 


Km 

let Patna 
UCon 


tPto 

Nl|li Laww 
OF OF 
law lasac 
las bmst 
S 43 USajh 
ism iMdpc 
laea t&eac 
1MB M4pe 
IIAa 1 M«r 
t«57 ewe I 
leee wsope 
MS -«Sne 
W 2V7S ismae 
ias3 erasr 
owe amc 
iBrs4 lime 
Wta Watr 
1 B« BMer 
•BBS AVta 
14C7 ausae 
net Bl46r 
am laeia 
ice* ime 


Forecast for FtWay ttirou^ Smfay, as ptovided by AceuWeather. 



Asia 



London 

1467 

lOOOr 

Tsm 

S41 r 

MOM 

t77N 

BUBr 

21770 

7744 Ri 

awtaRB 

2<MB 

12 /GSo 

a/73 law pc 

asw 

IBM 

116S«h 

2271 

laiSSih 


-«SS 

•14/7 pe 

■wa 

•13* pe 

Mtnrti 

iMa 

8746* 

IBM 

10 m 0 


1762 

lamr 

2271 

1467 ps 

Osie 

2/38 

•6718 ps 

•V31 

•TTXpe 

Pin* 

iam 

1l62i 

1M7 

BMl r 


lari 

BMSe 

1WS1 

IVSW 1 

nw>MM 

8M3 

104 ps 

46P 

298 pc 

SKgs 

ors 

•anes 

-1731 

•enBt 

flow 

1T7S 

1162 s 

ram 

lamc 

SLPMwWura 6118 

-1$6e 

•TOO 

IffItS 

SvMvfen 

-33 

-innss 

•377 -ansK 

SOwbon 

T76S 

1VB2r 

IMS 

I4/P7I 

Tton 

-M7 

-I87l1 ps 

-466 

11718 ps 

TM* 

iam 

397s 

1M4 

2«ar 

Vsnes 

ISM 

11680 

10 m 1365 c 

viMva 

1BW 

1162 tfl 

2177D 1467 s 

Wsti— 

•48 

a>4a( 

am 

7744 r 

2mA 

1M1 

9U8s 

12 m 

TSWsh 

MltkOeEast 

AhuDhsH 

avis 

2971s 

3W1X 2177DS 

asm 

iam 

tf«8ps 

1467 

BM8PC 

too 

2WS 

•48 s 

2373 

•489 


2871 

Mps 

18/01 

867 ps 

Jerueslsm 

21 m» 

Mis 

1467 

307 pe 

LtMW 

3M6 

l3S»s 

3361 

IIB2S 

FM* 

3463 

1861s 

9463 

17621 

Africa 


North Ameriim 
There rney be eheweie » 
New England Frtttey: em- 
erwiee, pertly euruiy, dry 
end EsaBotably eool in itie 
Northeesl and Naw Eng- 
land dirough Sunday. Tne 
Omnheett will have tain as 
far noctfi as Washlnoton, 
D.C. Warm air wlU surge 
northward across the 
PtoMB. Cool hi tha South- 


Europe 

A large stonn will spread 
aeaking rain and gusty 
winds acnas England arid 
France Friday through 
Sunday; much cooler over 
tfie w M h pn d • n may snow 
In Sceilend. Ilaly and 
Greece on north into 
ftofflania will be dry and 
guile warm «4tn sunsiiina 
Partly simy. dry and eeU 
in Moscow. 


Asia 

NW with ram in Be^ Fn- 
day, then waim with seme 
sunshine over the week- 
end. Plenty ot sun in 
Seoul, cool Friday, then 
warming up by Sunday. 
Sunny snd dry in Tokyo 

and turning mMer Soak- 
ing rain will continue 
acroM aoutheoatsm Chkia 
w*d jrorn northern Vlalnam 
mio northeni Mysrvnar. 
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2 Clinton Troopers Got Cash After Disclosures 

RepubUcan Contrib utor Paid Each $6,700 After Their Womanizing Allegations 


By Peter Baker 

Pvst Srrvic- 

WASHINGTON — A wealthy Re- 
56.700 each 

S“b^niaioriaI 
^yguaids who went public with al- 
legauons that Bill Clinton used th^ 
women, sources have con- 


The reporter, David Brock, confirmed claim that the troopers were •‘corn- 
mat received $5,000 from Mr. pletely vulnerable to reprisals" for 
aimth 10 1992 for expenses in re- going on the record with their al- 
&carching3bookhedidnotwrite;the fegarinns against Nfr. Clinton. The 
next year, Mr. Smith lipped him to the story r^wned that Mr. Jackson \o6 
troopers’ story, leading him to write received verbal agreement from “an 


the American Spectator article that 
first mentioned “Paula" and led to 
the Paula Jones sexual harassment 
lawsuit. 


afewiiiQntb«!rft..;tk^ : ««iumuuons were oeposiiea into me as a consequence, 
by the^Los Troopergaie Whistle Blower Fund, a At the time, a group of troopers 

American and the legal entity established under Arkan- already had met & a series ofin- 

Mr CUnrnn^l^uI abotu sas law that existed for **a year or terviewswim the 1^ Angles Times. 


Peter Smith, a Chicago investment * ' 

1989 has contrib- * A ‘Whistle Blower Fund* 

a ““'"'’“'■ons "ere deposited into the 

‘1“®**<* Troopergaie Whistle Blower Fund, a 
^Sic^Si^Sf ' legal^Stiiy established under Ar^ 

magazine abom sas law that existed for "a year or 
acLsSm womanizing, two.“ Mr. Jackson said the fund ul- 

tunaiely raised about $40,000 that 
^*vided among the troopers and 
lawyers who helped get the troopers’ their attorneys. 

Jackson, a The lawyer added that Mr. Smith 
Cun^ foe, Md $6,600 to Lynn Dav- started the fund with a $5,000 dona- 
is, a former diwior of the Arkansas lion in February 1994, about two 
**^•15.*^**^®* ihf sources. months after the TYoopeigate simies 

TtK New York Observer broke the broke. Another $20,000 Smith dona- 
story of MnSmib's 1994 payments non was deposited into the fund ab^t 
e Tuesday, the Chicago a month later, Mr. Jackson said. 

Sun-Tun^ quoted Mr. Smith as say- The eftorts to create the whUtle- 
ing he paid another $50,000 to a vaii- blower fund were disclosed in the 
ety of lawyers, public relations con- original Los Angeles Times account 
sul^ts and a reporter as pan of an on Dec. 21, 1993. 
ana-Ciinton research project in 1^2. That article cited Mr. Jackson's 


two.'* Mr. Jackson said the fund ul- 
limaiely raised about $^,000 that 
was divided among the troopers and 
their attorneys. 

The lawyer added that Mr. Smith 
stoned the fund with a $5,000 dopa- 
tion in February 1994, about two 
months after the TYoopetgate suNies 
broke. Another S20.000 Smith dona- 
tion was deposited into the fund abcnit 
a month later, Mr. Jackson said. 

The efforts to create the whistle- 
blower fund were disclosed in the 
original Los Angeles Times account 
on Dec. 21, 1993. 

That article cited Mr. Jackson's 


claim that the troopers were “com- letter published by Esquire magazine 
pletely vulnerable to reprisals" for that he was pan of an orchestrated 
going on the record with their al- rightist effon to "get Clinton." 

■ JodgeWarc 

received verbal agreement from “an Francis X. Clines e^The Ne^%' York 
unnamed coiiservadve financier" to Times reported fivm Wasliingion: 
establish what the lawyer called "a The judge in the Paula Jones case 
whistle-blower insurance poli^," has issued a warning to Mrs. Jones’s 
but that Mr. Jackson had not obtained lawyers for publicly identifying a 
a formal contract. “Jane D<»'' witness over the week- 

On Tuesday, Mr. Jackson reiter- end in an uosubstamiated allegation 
ated that the ttoopets received no pay- of sexual assault Mr. Clinton, 
meat fm coming forward and, at the Threatening sanctions if any law- 
time the stories were wbiisb^ had yer in the suit violated disclosure 
no guarantees ofbelp If they lost jobs strictures. Judge Susan Webber 
as a consequence. Wright of Federal District Coun 

At dte time, a ^up of trootm OFdttedanendThescUiytotheisetrial 
already had met tor a series of in- salvos of press releases that have 
terviewswid) the 1^ Angles Times, made selective, sensational parts of 
But Mr. Jackson said later that he the case public in advance of the trial, 
became coDcexned that “a liberal pa- which is tentatively schedule for 
per" like the Los Angeles Times May 27 in Little Ro^ Arkansas, 
might not publish stories critical of Judge Wright noted that the fUii^ 
Mr. Clinton, so he "putout the word" of the Jane Dm aUegauon was left in 
that be wanted to meet with a con- a court dropoff box in Pine Bluff, 
servattve writer. Arkansas, on Satur^y, when she was 

Mr. Brock confirmed to the Chica- not there to review it, and simul- 
go Sun-Times that he learned about taneously publicized bv the Jones le- 
the troopers from Mr. Smith in the fall gal team. It touched of^ another burst 
of 1993. Mr. Brock then contacted of headlines of se.xual allegations 
hfr. Jackson, he said. gainst President CUnion. 

Mr. Brock recently apologized to The assault charge, made public by- 
Mr. Clinton for his role m the Troop- way oS unsworn, unsigned diird-party 


But Mr. Jackson said later that he 
became concemed that “a liberal pa- 
per" lilre the Los Angeles Times 
might not publish stories critical of 
Mr. Clinton, so he "put out the word" 
that be wanted to meet with a con- 
servative writer. 

Mr. Brock confirmed to the Chica- 
go Sun-Times that he learned about 
the troopers from Mr. Smith in the fall 
of 1993. Mr. Brock then contacted 
hfr. Jackson, he said. 

Mr. Brock recently apologized to 
Mr. Clinton for his role m the Troop- 


ergatc articles, saying m a series of hearsay, was released deroite a swore 
talk-show ^>p6aiances and in an open afridavit from the Jane Doe witness 


Starr’s Bill Before Lewinsky; $30 Million 


^'ushingiim Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Kenneth Starr 
has spent nearly $30 million inves- 
tigating an assorttneat of allegations 


question the investigarion's cost 
“Starr has spent twice as much to 
investigate the president than the FBI 


According to the GAO, the four 
independent counsels appointed to in- 


that the 20-year-otd allegation was 
untrue. Mr. Clinton’s lawyer, Robert 
Bennett denounced the filing in a 
complaint to the court as a salacious 
publicity stunt 

Judge Wright warned the lawyers 
to make no future pleadings public 
until they are “in the hands of this 


against President Bill Clinton and FligfatSOO, whichkilled232peopIe." 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, according to hesaid. “It's nutty, to put it niUmy.” 
the General Accounting Office. Mr. CarvilJe said he included the 


the General Accounting Office. 

The congressional watchdog said 
in a report Tuesday that Mr. Starr, the 
independent counsel. spent 
$3,967 ,888 on his Whitewarer inves- 
tigation from April 1 to SepL 30, 


^jeniinvesti^Ltittg the crash of TWA officials in his admimstration spent 
FligfatSOO, which killed 232 people." $8,^6,816 during the six-month 
he said. “It's nuttjr, to put it mlialy." period that ended Sept. 30, 19^. Al- 
Mr. CarvilJe said he included the together, the four have spent 


expenses of Mr. Starr’s predecessor 
when he attacks the cost of the in- 
vestigation. A foimer Whitewater 
specif prosecutor, Robert Fiske. 
spent sli^tly more than $6 millioa 


vesti^te Mr. Clinton and top-level judge.” 

officials in his admimstration spent And as she waded through the hun- 
$8,576,816 during the six-month dredsofpages of final coun filings, the 
period that ended Sept. 30, 1997. Al- judge said she was “on the verge of 
together, the four have spent nilmg" on the next key question in the 


1997, which brings total spmcftng for before an appeals court panel replaced 
the first three years of his inquiry to bunwithhfr.StarrinAugustl^.in 
$29,599,059. all, taxpayers have spent $35,672,341 

Mr. Clinton’s allies have attacked on the Fi^e and Stan investiatuions. 


Mr. L Union s allies have attacked on the riske and Stan investigtuions, 
Mr. Starr’s spewing in recent according to the GAO. 
months, citing estimates as high as Because the tabulations are six 
$40million,buttbeGAO'sfrgure5 — mont^ behind, the report does not 
which are six months behind ->■ are include the costs of investigating al- 
the only, office accounting. ' legions invoiviag the president and 

James Carville, a Clioton adviser a former White House intern, Monica 
and leading Starr critic, continues to Lewinsky. 


$53,135,650. 

Ainong those being investigated in 
addition to the Clintons are Mike 
Espy, a former ^riculture secretary, 
and Henry Cisneros, a former housing 
secretary. 

Senator Robert Torricelli, Demo- 
crat of New Jers^. has asked bmh the 
GAO and Attmney General Janet 
Reno for a more detailed accounting 
of Mr. Starr's spending. 

Spending by independent counsels 


case: whether the civil damages suit 
should be dirown out because of lack of 
evidence, as the president's defenders 
have argued, or proceed to trial, as most 
princif^ in the case expect. 

The grand jury investigation into 
Mr. Clinton's relationship with a 
fmmer White House intern, Monica 
Lewin^, proceed Tues^y with 
additional questioning of two pre\ious 
witnesses. Nancy Hemreich, chief of 
Oval Office operations, and Marsha 


ifa point for criticism of Scott, a perscnnel specialist in the 


the cocmoversral law tiiat was passed 
by Congress in the aftermath of Wa- 
tergate two decades ago. 


V^te HMse. It was Ms. Hernreich's 
fourth appearance before this gi^nd 
jury and tte third for Ms. Scott 
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Rctwru* Bcm-ne A'moaM ftea 

A BIRD OF SPRING — Donna Shalala, U.S. secretary of health, throwing 
out the baseball season's ceremooisd first pitch on Tii^day in B^timore. 


Home Barely Pmses 
Disaster Relief Plan 

Washington — By a thin margin, 
ibe House has passed a special $2.9 billion 
disaster relief and defense spending bill, 
cutiii^ domestic programs despite the 
threat of a presidential veto. 

The emergency appropriations bill did 
not include 51 8 billion sought by the ad- 
ministration for the Iniereational Monetaty 
Fund and included in a pending Senate 
measure. The House has put IMF funding in 
a second bill to be taken up after the spring 
recess, which begins Thursday. 

The House vote was 212 to 208, with 17 
Republicans crossing party lines to oppose 
the measure Tuesday. The bill must go to a 
conference to be reconciled with Senate 
legislation. 

The Araropriacions Committee chair- 
man, Bob Livingston. Republican of 
Louisiana, acknowledged that Ae narrow- 
ness of the margin presaged heavy going in 
efforts to get the Senate to accept the 
House’s insistence on offsettii^ the ex- 
penditures with domestic spending cuts. 
The Senate’s bill has no offsets. 

The bill provides S2.3 billion to maintain 
peacekeeping operations in Ir^ and Bosnia 
and for other defense spending and SS75 
million in disaster assistance for damages 
associated with El Nino storms. 

Faced with a revolt from the House Re- 
publican rank and file, leaders offset the 
spending by cutting $2.2 billion in low- 
income housing rental subsidies and $700 


million from previously budgeted airport 
construction funds, bilingual education 
programs and AmeriCorps, President Bill 
CUnion's national service volunteers.fWPj 

Drinking Bill Stalls 

W.ASHINGTON — A canqiaigri by 
traffic safety groups and their congressional 
allies to pass a tough ami-drunken driving 
provision has suffered a setback as the 
House Rules Committee refused to allow 
the measure to be offered as an amendment 
to the highway bill. 

The measure in dispute would require all 
states to lower the legal blood-alcohol limit 
to 80 miUigrams of ^cohol per deciliter of 
blood or lose as much as 1 0 percent of their 
federal highway funds. 

The Senate ^proved it as part of its 
version of the highway bill last month, but 
the House Transportation Committee's 
chairman. Bud Shuster, Republican of 
Pennsylvania, left it out ^ the House bill. 
The liquor and restaurant industries have 
mounts a well-ftnanced effort to keep it 


Quote/ Unquote 

Al Kamen,aWashii^ton Post columnist, 
begging bis readers for mercy: ’ ‘O.K., O.K. 
Sidney Blumenthal’s book had a foreword, 
not a forward, as written in Monday’s 
column. Stop calling. Stop e-mailing. Stop 
writing. It looked good either whey." 

(WP) 
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SchoolgirVs Experiment Casts Doubt on an Alternative Medical Treatment 


. ■ "„Hr. «!.. 0 • . 1 ■ 

By Gina. Kolata 

Snv York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Two years ago. Emily Rosa of 
Loveland, Colorado, designed and carried out an 
experiment that challenges a leading treatment in 
alternative reedicine. Her sQidy, Wed- 

nesday in the Journal of the Amencan Medical 
Association, has thrown the field into tumult 
Emily is 1 1. She did the experiment for her 
elernentaiy school’s science fair. 

'ne te^ique she cballei^es is therapeutic 
touch, in whiem healers manipiuate what call 

the human energy field by pas^g th^ hands 
over a patient’s body without actually touching 
the patient The me&od is practiced in healing 
centers and medical centers throoghout the 
world, and is taught at|xoininent universities and 
schools of nursing. , 

Tens of tiionsands of people have been trained 
to treat patients through the use of therapeutic 


touch. Its practidoaears insist that the human 
energy field is real and that anyone can be txained 


energy neidis real and tnat anyone can be txamed 
tofeSlit 

But Emily aitited a ve^ ^mple question: Could 
therapeutic touch practititmers actually detect a 
human energy field? 

It was aquestion critics of alternative medicine 
had as^ before. Bur only one practitioner bad 
agie^ to submit tt> a test, said James Randi, a 
m^cian who conducted the test 

E^y, howevei', was able to recniit 21 pra^ 
titioners. Ha motba, Linda Rosa, a nurse woo is 
among the critics of therapeutic touch, sbe 
believed Emily succeeded because pr^tiemas 
were not threatened a 9-year-old girl. 

Emily designed an experiment in which die and 
tiie healer were sqiaratMly a screen. *17100 Emily 
dedded, by flipping a coin, whether to put her 
land over the healer’s left band or the right hand. 
The healer was adeed to decide vritese Emily’s 
Vanri was hovering. If the holer could dei^ 


Emily’s human energy field, he or sbe should be 
able to discern where Emily’s hand was. 

In 280 tests involving the 21 practitioners, the 
healers did no better titan chance. Hiey identified 
the cmrect location of Emily’s hand just 44 
percent of the time; if they had guessed at random, 
they would have bera c^t ateut lolf tiie time. 

Emily wrote her stndy with her mother, a 
member of tiie Nationri Tlierapemic Touch 
Study Group, a group based in Loveland that 
question the method. The study's autiiors also 
included Larry Sarner of the Ther^utic Touch 
Stu^ Oronp and Dr. Stephen Barrett, board 
chairman of Quackwatcb in Allemovm, 
Pennsylvania, a nonprofit group that is potting 
information about questionable medical prac- 
tices on die IntereeL 

The report on the study is accompanied by a 
note from Dr. George Lundbe^ editor of the 
joureaL In it, Dc. Lundberg writes that “prac- 
titiemexs should disclose tfa^ results to p^ents. 


third-parry payers should question whether they 
should pay for this procedure, and pleats should 
save their money uidess or until admtional honest 
experimentatiim demonstrates an actual effecL” 

Or. Lundberg said the journal's statisticians 
thought the study was w^ clone. "They were 
ama^ by its simplicity and by tiie clarity of its 
results," be said 

Practitioners hardily agree. “1 do hope it's an 
April Fool's joke," said Dr. Dolores Krieger, an 
emeritus professor of nursing at New York Uni- 
versity who is a developer of therapeutic touch. 

Id her book, "Accepting Your ^wer to 
Heal," published in 1993, Ifr. Kriega- said the 
field felt like “warm foam." 

Practitioners of therapeutic touch say that pa- 
tients who are ill have hot spots or cold spots in 
their fields or areas that feel tingly. By “le- 
balancii^’’ a peraon's field, practitioners say 
they can calm colicky babies, relieve symptoms 
of Alzheimer’s disea^. treat cancer and more. 


Dr. Krieger says that since she developed 
therapeutic touch 26 years ago, she bad trained 
more than 47,000 practitioners. Her students 
have gone on to train thousands more. The meth-; 
odbas been also the subject of numerous doctoral 
dissertations and postdoctoral studies. 

“It works," she said, adding that Emily Rosa 
“completely misunderstood what the nature of 
b^c research is." 

Another practitioner of therapeutic touch, 
Marilee ToUn, who teaches the method at col- 
leges and uni versities throughout the country and 
who treats patients at the Healing Center in 
Cherry I^,New Jersey, stid Emily's study was 
poorly conceived. Rractitioners, Ms. Tolin said, 
rely on more than just touch to sense the human 
energy field. They also use ‘’the sense of in- 
niition and even a sense of sight," sbe said. 

But other researches say there is no reliable 
evidence that practitioners of therapeutic touch 
can be^ patients. 
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Away From 
Politics 

• A black man, Lemrick Nel- 
son Jr., 22. was sentenced to 
19 and a half ye^ in prison 
for the fatal stabbing of a Jew- 
ish scholar, Yankel Rosen- 
baum, during a race riot in 
Brooklyn’s Crown Heights 
neighborhood in 1991. (AP) 

• The ratio of boys to girls 
bom in the United States and 
Canada dipped slightly be- 
tween 1970 and 1S190, and a 
study suggests that such en- 
vironmental factors as pren- 
atal exposure to pesticides 
may explain the ch^ge.fA^j 

• A shipyard worker was 
crushed to d^ib and another 
trapped 1^ an aircraft elevator 
on the ainraft carrier John F. 
Kennedy at tte Mayport Nav- 
al Station in Jadaonville, 
Florida. The elevator lifts 
planes from the ship's hangar 
bay to the flight deck. (AP) 

• The Federal Communiea- 
tions Commission is putting 
a new 877 prefix in pl^ for 
toll-free calls starting April 5. 
It will join the existing 800 
and 888 nonibers. (API 
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Supporters of Rival Leaders Clash in the Cambodian Capital 


The Associated Press 

PHNOM PENH — Hundreds of sup- 
poners and opponents of Prince Noid- 
dom Ranariddh battled with rocks and 
sticks on a boulevard in the city center 
Wednes^y in the sharpest conlronta- 
tion since ihe prince's return from exile 
this week. 

Riot policemen were unable to pre- 
vent intermittent clashes that erupted 
throughout the d^ near the Hotel Le 
Royal, where the prince has stayed since 
Monday. He returned to tte country 
nine months after being ousted as co- 
prime minister in a coup by Hun Sen. 

The prince's return, to take part in 
elections scheduled for July 26, came 
alter intemational pressure on Mr. Hun 
Sen aimed at ensuring a fair vote. 

In an interview. Prince Ranariddh 
urged hJs backers to remain nonviolenL 

* 'Please don 't do any coonterdemon- 
stradon that would give anyone a pretext 
to not let me stay longer in our coumiy 
and stand for election, * ’ he said. 

Handreds of police officers armed 
with assault rifles and riot sticks dis- 
persed a crowd of 500 Ranariddh sup- 
porters outside the hotel in the morning. 

The supporters had been angered by 
tbe arrival of some 60 opponents of Ae 
prince. Since last weekend, officials 
loyal to Mr. Hun Sen have p^ or 
ordered people to i^est Ae arrival of 
the prince. The protesters carried ban- 
ners echoing Mr. Hun Sen's contention 
that Prince Ranariddh should pay for an 
estimated $54 million in damages to the 
city during Ae July coup. Most of Ae 
damage was caused by fighting and 


looting by Mr. Hon Sen's soldiers. 

The Ranariddh supporters grabbed 
theposters and burned Aem. 

Ine Hun Sen-controlled riot police- 
men then Aspersed PrAce Ranariddh's 
supporters, some of whom shouted, 
"Long live Prince Ranariddh!" 

Tbe groups reiumed in the afternoon, 
however, near the hilltop temple for 
which Phnom Penh is named. 

About 200 pFOtescers fought an equal 
number of Ranariddh supporters aloi^ 
one of Ae capital's main streets with 
rocks and clubs. At least one Ranariddh 
backer was severely beaten. 

■ Khmer Ronge Set for Offenove 

Thousands of hard-line Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas and Aeir followers 
who fled to Ae Cambodian-Thai border 
last week have returned to their base to 
fight a rebel faction. Reuters reported 
fi^ Sisaket on Wednesday, quoting 
Thai Army officers. 

About 7,000 gueirillas and civilians 
loyal to Ae hard-line cortunander Ta 
Mok had fled to Ae Sangum Pass near 
Ae Thai border last week. They were 
fleeing Khmer Rouge defectors who 
had launched an assault on Ae gueirUla 
group's base at Anlong Veim — Ae last 
major scrongbold for haid^ers in Ae 
Maoist group — about 15 kilometers (9 
miles) Ae Thai border. 

But Aat number bad dropped to about 
4,000 as hard-line guerrillas and Aeir 
families had regroup^ and launched a 
counteroffensive. Major General Wivat 
Satarak of Ae Thai Anny said after 
inspecting Ae border area Wednesday. 









Hun Sen supporters beatinga boy in Phnom Penh on Wednesday as they clashed with Ranariddh loyalists. 


The Intemational Herald Tribune will produce 
a Special Report on May 2, on 


Europe, the Euro 



AND You 


O N MAY 2, European Prime Ministers and Finance Ministers will 
meet in Brussels to set the seal on one of the most daring and far- 
reaching monet^ experiments in history - European economic 
and monetary union. At that meeting, up to 1 1 nations will be select- 
ed as founding members of EMU and they will agree to replace their nation- 
al currencies with a single, new currency - the eitro - and hand over their 
monetary policies to a new European Central Bank. 

It will happen gradually, with the transition beginning on January 1 , 1 999, 
and completed by 2002. The move will further consolidate Europe’s single mar- 
ket, allowing nearly 300 million consumers to buy goods and services anywhere 
they please, paying with the new currency. 

This Special Report will bring together the following IHT correspondents 
to offer you the most up-to-date and useful news, background and analysis on 
this extraordinary new turn in European history: 

Tom Buerkle Barry James 

Joseph Fitchett John Schmid 

Alan Friedman John Vinocur 

Carl Gewirtz 

Whatever ones views, the reality of economic and monetary union begin- 
ning in January is apt to set in motion a new dynamic that contains surprises 
for everyone. 

You have heard a lot from the politicians, but to help you get your 
own, independent grip on Europe's new reality, don’t miss this Special 
Report on May 2, the day the crucial summit gets under way. 

For a complete synopsis and information on advertising, contact 
your local representative or Bill Mahder at the IHT in Paris at: 

+33 1 41 43 93 78; fax: +33 1 41 43 92 13 or e-mail: supplements@iht.com 
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Plea Backfires 
On Malaysian 

Rguters 

KUALA LUMPUR — A Malaysian 
appeals court, hearing an opposition fig- 
Die’s appeal of a fine in a s^tion case, 
not only refused to oveitum the con- 
viction but also sentenced tbe defendmt 
to 18 months in prison. 

Judge Gopal Sri Ram said that the 
three-judge panel had rfigmigwH appeals 
ty Lun Gw j&ig, a member m Par- 
liament and national chainnan of the 
Democratic Action Paity. Mr. Lim had 
been ccmvicted of sedition after he pu^ 
lished a pamphlet in 1995 that pros- 
ecutors said CCXitained false mfnr mari on 
on a sex scandal involving a schoolgirl 
and a fbcmer govenmieai cluef minister. 

At issue on Wednesday were three 
appeals, two by Mr. Lim a^ one by the 
state prosecution. Mr. Lim sought to 
have Ae conviction overturned or. fail- 
ing that. Ae fine of 13,000 rin^t 
(S4.160) reduced. The prosecution 
soi^t a stifFer penalty. - 

The judge said die panel ^et aside Ae 
fine as being too U^t but auAorized 
bail of 20^000 ringgit. The court also 
stayed Ae prison sentence, giv'mg Mr. 
Lim Ae opportunliy to lodge a fiesh 
appeal with Ae Federal Coon. 

‘ ‘It's time for the coun to send a clear 
signal Aat we will not tolerate an attack 
I on AejnAciary," Judge Gopal Sri Ram 
said. 

Under Malaysian law, a lawmaker is 
disqualified if sentenced to a year in jail, 
or a 2,000 ringgit fine. 

Amnesty International said last year 
that Ae charges against Mr. T.im were 
‘‘politically motivated, designed to in- 
timidate dissenting voices and to limit 
debate on an issue of public concern." 


INDONESIA: 

5^ Billion Needed 

Cootiniied from Page 1 
many Indonesian workers willbe halved, 
economists said. 

Since official minimum wages, which 
vary fiom regi(» to region in Indonesia, 
were below subsistence levels, Ae freeze 
raised doubts about Ae government 
commitment to improve workers' wel- 
fture, Tbe Jakarta Post said Wednesday. 

"It is a major seti>ack after years of 
hard work to try to ensure tiiat workers 
get Aeir minimum fair share, ’ ' Ae paper 
said. 

Medicines in Indonesia are in short 
supply or prohibitively expensive be- 
cause of their impor^ content So, too. 
is hospital and medical equip^nt, m- 
ciuding such basic items as syringes. 

A wUhering drought caused by the El 
Nino weaAerpanero has cut agricultural 
output including rice, which is the staple 
food of Indonesia’s 200 million people. 

The unusually dry conditions have 
caused forest fires, lit by farmers and 
plantation companies to clear land, to 
rage out of control since July, especially 
in Indonesia's East Kalimantan province 
on Ae island of Borneo. 

Fires A^ and in parts of Sumatra 
blanketed much of SouAeast Asia in 
smo^-laden smoke for several monAs 
late in 1997, disrupting transport and 
tourism and causing healA problems. 
There are fears tiiat norAerly winds will 
result in a Tecurrence of Ae smog blanket 
later this year. 

As hundreds of fires burned in East 
Kalimantaa, Ae Center for Intemational 
Forestry Research in Bogor, t I,.>iesia, 
said Wednesday that Ae government's 
ability to prevent the conflagration was 
being reduced by Ae economic crisis and 
shortage of money. 


briefly 


Burma Gets Grant 
To Combat Drugs [ 

RANGOON ^ Tbe. United. f 
States and Japan have pledged |, 
grants totaling S3.S million to help li 
. Bunna etadicate poppy cultivation^-t; 
on its border areas, a Bnnnese 
ficial said Wednesday. L 

The pledges of $3 millioa by the p 
Unit^ States and $800,000 ly Ja- [ 
pan were oiade after a two-day; k 
seminar on strate^i^ to erad^A |J 
poppy cultivation jointly AgBiuzed Jr 
^ the United Nations Drag Control l 
P rogram and Ae Burmese and li 

anese governments in tiie capi^ T- 
Rangoon. L 

This would be the first direa I, 
grant made by the United States lo- r 
Burma in its fig^ against 0 {nuni i. 
and oAer drags proofing since L 
1988 when Ae militaiy seized r 
power in Ae countiy. |* 

Burma’s noitfaeasteni border 1 
wiA Tb^and and Laos forms Ae V 
so-called Golden Triangle where . 
poppy growing thrives. (Reuters) ..!• 

Forest-Fire Haze M 
Worsens in Borneo ; 

■ I 

KUALA LUMPUR — Haze | 
frcnn fbrest fires has worsened in a 1 1 
Malaysian area of Borneo, and of- j 
ficials Wednesday oiged factmes I 
to reduce opoations and residents I ! 
to wear masks. r 

All Icindeigarrens and schools i 
already had been ordered dosed in | ; 
Ae Mm diirision of Sarawak state, { j 
where haze has come from fires in i 
boA Sarawak and a neighbcning | 
Indmiesian province. ] ■ 

The Air Pollutant Index has ! 
passed 500, considered an emer- 
gency level, aj Aou^ Hatta Solhee, | 
operatums coordinator for ' Ae ! 
Sarawak Natural Disaster Relief ; 

! Committee, said only the f^eral I ’ 

. government could declare a health { ’> 

' emergency. (AP) | 

I 

Malaysia ’s Pledge \ 
Over Immigrants : 

KUALA LUMPUR— Malaysia I 
on Wednesday Asraissed fears Aat 
more than 500 Indonesians ex- ■ 
pelled last week could be tortured, ! 
and vowed to press ahead wiA its I ! 
plans to depon Aousands more. 

D^uty Home Minister Tajol 
Rosli Gfaazali denied that authOT- 
ities were rounding up Indonesians I 
wiA residency papers, and said Ae I 
number of repatriated immigrants i 
had exceeded expectations. - r 
Mr. Tajoi, said, "We are sym- 
pathetic, but we must remei^ier 
Aat if Aey come mtbeir Aousands, 
where do we put Aon? The Malay- 
sian economy cannot sustain . 
Acra." (Reuters) r 

For the Record 

Seven people in China's north- - 
western region of Xinjiang have 
been sentenced to 5 to 11 years in , 
prison for killing 6^ wild takin, an • 
endangered y^-like animal, a 
court official said. (Reuters) 
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jiArms Lobby Investing Heavily in NATO Growth 


era:;.V^.^' ^ i>i;]l FiJ 

ilt. “^JTiiK 


By Katharine Q. Seelye 

li^^Jo^TmeiSmiu 


- =^- 

^rsens in Br- 


^^GTON _ American ama 

lions of do lais in sales of leawms 
cramurn^on ^stens aod oifacS: 

NATO expamion, have made enormous 
m loblvists and 

^ri^vopmmotett.ei,eansain 

■ nw end Of the Cold War has shrunk 

^ and forced it lo di- 

ver^ But emain^ of the North Al- 
tinte Treaty S^^on - first to 
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Repub- 
l«e then possibly lo more than a d^n 
other connines ^ would offer arms 
manufacturers a new and hugely iucra- 
tive markeL ■' 

^Amora s six biggest militafv con- 
tractors iavc spent $51 million on lob- 

past two ym^occexSitg to 

ananal^ prepared for The New York 
Mmes by Campaign Study Group a re- 
se^ conywny in Spring 

■ If lobbying costs were included from 
afi co mpan i es that perform miliiary-re- 
1^ activities, such as computer and 
^teciinology coocems. ih^ would dwarf 


theldbl^ing effort of any other industry. 
watS^^ of the lobbying has been for 
NATO exptinsion. however. Contractors 
tavc billions of dollars* worth of other 
business before Congress. But NATO 
wpansion has been a central concern 
it offers so many qpportuniiies. 

The military indus^ also remains the 
most generous contributor to congres- 
sios^ candidates, the sti^y group ^id, 
giving nearly equally to Democrats and 
Rq>nbiicans. 

The four dozen companies whose main 
business is arms have showered candi- 
dates with $32.3 million since tbecoUai^ 
of oonmunism in Eurq)c ai the 

be^nning of the decade. By cotimarison, 
the tobacco lobby ^ni S^.9 million in 
that same pe^, mi to 1997. 

The six U.S. xn&litaiy companies 
increaseef their contributions to ^ral 
campaign comminees as well, to $2.4 
xiullioo in 1997 fnm $1.5 nriillion in 
1991. 

In the past six years, those six — 
Lockheed Martin, Northn^ Grumman. 
Textron. Raytheon, Boeing and McDon- 
nell Doughw — have given tlw com- 
niitteK more than $15 million. 

“Like any other American manufac- 
turer, they are looking for markets 


abroad,” said Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynibao. a New York Democrat who 
opposes the proposed NATO expansion. 
“Most every other customer th^ can 
think of. we nave fmtidden them to sell 
anything to.” 

Under NATO rules, new members are 
required to upgrade their militaries and 
make them compatible with those of the 
Western i^taiy aliiance, whidi over- 
sees die most sophisticated — and ex- 
pensive — weapons and communicaiioD 
systems in the world. 

Conqnnies that win contracts to 
(vovide that ‘*inieropenbili^” to the 
aged Soviet-made systems in Eastern 
Europe will benefit enormously fiom 
NATO’s eastward expansion. 

Thus the sums qmt on lobbying and 
for campaign contributions are relarively 
small compared with the potential ben- 
efits in the new maikets provided by a 
larger NATO , particiiterly com the sale 
big-ticket items such as fighter aircraft. 

A single F-16, made by Lockheed 
Martin, costs about $20 nuilion; a single 
P- 1 8, made by Boeing, costs $40 milliOQ 
to $60 million. Pola^ alone wants to 
buy 100 to 150 fighter planes and is 
weighing offers ftoin Lodtheed and 
Boeing as well -as ftoai con^ranies in 


Holbrooke to See Turkish Cypriot Chief 


Reuters 

ANKARA — A special U.S. envoy, 
Ridi^ Holbrooke, will meet the 
Tuikisb Cypriot leader. Rauf Denk- 
; tash, in Cyprus this week to discuss the 
division of the island, Tirtey's Por- 
. eign Ministry said We^esday. 

“He will go to the Turkish It^nblic 
of Nortbon Cirrus on liiday evening 
; and meet Denktash,” said a spokes- 
; man, Necati Utkan. He tefen^ to a 
! part of Cyprus that is recognized only 
;by Ankara. 

The spokesman said the two would 
! hold foiina] laUcg cm Friday and have 
, bresdtfast the foUerwiug znoimiDg. Mr. 

• Holbrooke, who helped negotiate the 
; truce in Bosnia as a State Department 
official, is DOW a banker but tu^ been 
■ named by President Bill Clinton as a 
; tnMibleshooter envoy for Cyprus. 

Officials in the Turidsh C^xriot en- 
! clave said Tuesday that it could fiilly 
; inte^te with TUikey if a dispute wi& 

• the European Unitm over monbership 
for the Island spim out of controL 

The EU omciaify began member- 
' ship negotiations this week witib ^ 


intemationaJly recognized Greek Cyp- 
riot government of Cyprus, angering 
Turlrey and Turkish Cypriot enclave. 

The Turkish spcAesmon said Mr. 
Holbrooke would visit only the Turk- 
ish Cypriot sector of Cyprus, which has 
been divided since Turkey invaded in 
1974 in response to a coup attempt in 
Nicosia tocked by die military gov- 
ernment then ruling Greece. 

Tension has mount^ between the 
two sides since the Eunmean Unioa 
announcei^ians last year to Cyprus to 
enter the 15-nation group while Turkey 
was left out 

The Turkish Cypriots are not part of 
theEU talks. 

■ Hopelfil on Gettiiig Missiles 

The Cyiaiot defense minister, Yi- 
anoakis Qmirou, said Wednesday diat 
the government remained hopeto of 
overcoming Italy’s misgiving about 
ccHX^leting a delivery of Aspide 3^ 
missiles . A^ce Fturice-Presse rqiort- 
ed frcMO Nicosia. 

“There were some difficulties with 
the ejqx)ft licenses but we are in ctm- 


tact with the Italian goverrunent and 
the problems should be overcome,” 
Mr. Omirou said. 

Earlier this week, a government 
spokesman, Christos Styl^t^. ad- 
mitted that the Italian government was 
having second thou|^ts about com- 
pleting an order for the ground-to- 
gtoui^ missiles. 

Mr. Stylianides said Italy's ambas- 
sador here, Francesco Bascone, report- 
ed “serious concern at high levt^ in 
Italy about completimi of £e order." 

Tbe defease minister said die order 
for the missiles, which have a range of 
up to 1 50 kilometers miles) a^can 

be convened to ground-to-air use, had 
been placed in 1996 and was due for 
completion “now.” 

Tbs Cypriot government has come 
under international pressure to cancel 
an order to Rossian S-300 groond-to- 
air missiles. On Tuesday, President 
Boris Yeltsin said that Russia would go 
through with the sale. 

Turkey has threatened a military 
strike against the missiles if they are 
deployed. 


Britain, Ranee aod Russia. 

“It *s a big deal” said a ^lish official 
who spoke on cendition of anonymity. 
“They are doing their best,” be s^ of 
the companies. “They are very active.” 

Tbe aignment is ixit that NATO is 
being ex^nded for the b^fit of nul- 
itary contractors. President Bill C linto n 
committed himself more than four years 
ago to hreradeoing the alliance as a w^ 
to unite and stabilize Eorope, and his 
administradai has worked to promote 
the expanskm as the coroerstone of his 
legacy in foreign policy. 

Nor are the military contractors alone 
in tfaerr support for expansion, although 
few other constituencies in the Unit^ 
States care as much. There has been 
virhialiy no organized oppe^ition to 
NATO expansion, and the public has not 
been engaged. 

The arms manufacturers quickly 
latched onto the kkA and over time 
belied tbe administratioa sell it 

“It’s not a case of whispering in Clin- 
ton’s ear and saying. ‘Expand NATO 
becanse we want to sell arms,’ ” said 
William Hartung, authm- of a recent re- 
pori for the W<»1d Policy Institute, a 
private aims-control group that o(^x»es 
expansion. “But they've become one of 
Clinton’s most energetic allies in pro- 
motingic.” 

The chief vehicle of support for 
NATO e^qansion is a group called the 
U.S. Committee to Expand NATO, 
which is backed by the arms industry. 
The committee president is Bruce Jack- 
sc», who is alro director of strai^c 
piaiuing to Lodcheed. Corpora spon- 
sors are also supportiiig ethnic groups 
that have championed NATO member- 
ship for their native countries. 

This has led to some skepticism in tbe 
Senate. Senator Tom Harl^, Democrat 
of Iowa, said tbe lobbyists bad been so 
effective that tbe expansion amounted to 
‘ ‘a Marshall Plan for defense contractors 
who are champing at the bit to sell 
weapons and nuke profits." A top Re- 
publican aide in tbe Senate jok^ that die 
arms makers were so e^er for NATO 
expansion that “we'll probably be giv- 
ing landlocked Hungary a new navy.” 

That zeal by the ccMiiractors. the ex- 
tensive spadewruk by die administration 
and the support of Samtor Jesse Hehm, 
the North Carolina R^blican who is 
chairman of the FrxeigD Relations Com- 
mittee, have led to the virtual certainty 
diat the Senate will ^ifxove the treaty to 
admit tbe Poles, Hun garians and Czechs. 

Debate started two weeks ago but was 
postponed until later this sprwg in die 
bqpe that the issue would receive a mme 
ibrased hearing then. 


UN BaniS Arms RUSSIA: Yeltsin Defuses Tension by Inviting Deputies to Talks 

ForY^tam 


Vlbs/ai^on Post Service' 

UNTM) nations. New York — 

The Secoiity Council has imposed an 
M arms embargo on Yugoslavia to put ad- 
* ditional pressure on President Slobodan 
Milosevic to employ dialogue xadier 
than violence in resolving tensions with 
ethnic Albanians in Kosova 

Tte cooncil’s vote was in reqxmse to 
a. call to catting off arms sullies &> 
Yugoslavia issud March 25 inBonn by 
foreign ministers of the six-nation Bal- 
ifana CoDtact Group that is reddng to 
head off a potentially new ethnic conflict 
in the Balkans. 

With die United States urging an es- 
pecially tough stance, tbe Contact Group 
IS trying to get Mr. l^osevic to stop a 
qj^ckdown by Serbian police on the Al- 
banians who make iq> 90 percent of the 
prorince’s pr^latioo. 

Fbniteen members of the council 
voted for the embargo lesolation Thes- 
day nigh t; China abstained. China, con- 
fiffro cd about to its crmtrol of 

Hb^ argued Tuesday diat Kosovo was 
Rm int^ral part of Yugoslavia and thus 
an inteinal matter to tbe Yugoslav gov- 
enuneuL 

~Tbe embargo is unlikely to have a 
laige impact, since Yugoslavia has a 
huge military advantage over die Al- 
banian separatists, who are also covered 
by tbebaa 


.CoDtinued from Page 1- 

roniidtaUe talks in die next few days.” ' 

Tbe Federation Council sJso ap- 
proved a softly worded resolution call- 
ing to talks with Mr. Yeltsin. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s invitaticn and the 
Duma’s response were the latest sor- 
piises to em^e fiom Russia’s jpolitical 
box of tricks. Tbe president dismissed 
his entire cabinet last week and then 
named Mr. Kiriyenko as die mao he 
wanted to replace Vikto Cbernomynfin 
as prime minister. 

Russian and international financial 
xnaric^ hare remained rdatively san- 


guine about die countiy's political crisis. 
But the Moscow n^eseotative of the 
International Monetary Fund said diat 
time was being lost for Russia's eco- 
nomic retoms. 

“One has to be coocemed that some 
precious time is being lo^“ said die 
repaeseotative, Martin Gilman. “But 
th^ may make up to it” 

He tbe uncertainty should not 
prevent the new Russian govenunent 
ftoin signing its deal with the IMF to 
199S. He was referr^ to ^licy com- 
mitments underpinning a ^.2 billion 
lo^ signed in 1996 and extended in 
Feteuaxy until 2000. 


Addressing the Fettoatioo Council on 
Wednesday, Mr. Kiriyenko himself 
painted a p^sitnistic picture of a stag- 
nating Russian economy and falling liv- 
ing standards. 

Heplet^ed to use “a strong hand” to 
make the benefits of retoxn more tan- 
gible, and said be would work under the 
bann^. “A strong state, strong authOT- 
ities, strong government” 

7^ Coomonists and other parHauten- 
ta^ groups say they will not accefX 
K^enlm, aigmog diat he is too inex- 
perienced and unl£dy to change his pre- 
decessor’s Bberal policies in tbe two years 
before the next fffesideiitial electioiL 


lAPON: After Hearing His Final Plea, Jury Begins Deliberations 


Contiiiued fWim Page 1 

ushered fttm the courthouse and driven 
away in an armored vehicle to await the 
jud^neat 

The jury deliber^ons that b^an im- 
mediately afterward bare no time limit, 
but a verdict was eiqpected daring the 
ni ght- The panel most consider 764 
questions, or counts, against Mr. Ptqion 
concerning his role in orderly die ar- 
rest, deteaitioo and eventual dispateh of 
72 French Jews on train convoys from 
Bordeaux in 1942. 1943 and 1944. 

At the time, be was the second-rank- 
ing official in Bordeaox in the nominal 


French administration of what was es- 
sentially German-occupied territray. 
When tbe first trains ten Boixteanx for 
Auschwitz, only two of today’s jurors 
were alive. 

The voting pres^e in the jury room 
of the trial’s presidiQg judge, Jeao-Loois 
raatagn^p, aod his two associate 
judges is supposed to ease die odier 
jurors' consideratioD of so much detail 
enveloped in legal definition. 

After presmting nearly two hours oi 
evidoice that Mr. Papoo, like his viedms 
and most of die wand, was unaware of 
tbe Nazis’ elaborate d^gn to genocide 
until die end of the war, the chief defense 


lawyer, Jean-Marc Vaiaut, left the jury 
whh a fieighted question: “Can one be 
an accooqilice to a crime one doesn’t 
know about?” 

The votes of eight jorocs are trailed 
to a cmiviction. If Mr. Papon is c<m- 
victed, judicial appeals probably will 
mean that he will never go to jail. 

■ A Stop at a Hospital 

bospital^^^^S^DX after 
court, Agence France-ftesse reported. 

He has undergone regular dieck-nps 
at the hospital, usually on Wednesdays, 
during the six-month trial. 
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Lang's ribbed sweater with ^wl-cape. 

sooitswear, without ever becoming a period 

'j^cape theme just fitted seamlessly with simple 

nieces Sven a strong signatiire, like a T-«hiit based 

Sn a Masant Mouse os pants with suspeadcre 
from the waisL That idea of abstraction— 
JSSorit was laldiig elements of classic dotbing 


or giving them a new angle — was a refreshing way 
te move on from minimaiism. 

The irony is *har Lang’s collection was showing 
what Amer ieaB designers should do best: 
sp or ts w ear taken to anew dimMiginn, without losing 
any of ite innate modonto and ease. It is ironic tea 
Qi^ if to cMtection had been put on die runway, it 
w^d have knodeed to socks off tiie competitiCML 
The ui^ to give fashion an "edge” can lead 

fais^^w Yodc town £use, lo di^Iay 
coDtnre details. Brntohis fall collection be movra to 
a Chelsea wardioQse and went all artsy, witii hnni^, 
frumpy long skirts, bloused bodtees, tronct^ 
trousers with awkw^ Meats, paired witii zq^iered 
lealher jackets. Tbe result was disastrous. 

The collection seemed designed to an nnnaifl? 
wranan: one who longs to an (^xileiit outfit te add 
indies to her hipline. 

wcM^ a designer whose constituency is 
glanteor, presoit plunging necklines (hat were flat- 
tening ratner thanuattering, seqnined gowi^ looped 
TO with stringy leator bdts and embeUishments 
mat would hobble a hemline or flood a bodice? The 
occadonal siiii[de, long coat <x draped black dress 
was a reminder of how good lyier can be. 

Stoe a unflbim look of tog. gray clodies has 
invaded tbe New York runways, it was pleasizra to 
see Vivtonelhm matching to a different tune. The 
Kong^nised designer had moved her in- 
spintito fixKn to Pacific Rim to to Asian heart- 
Of Bhntan, for Chisese print jackets thttt had 
fleece linings and peasant pituds tot were wrnked 
in sequto. The fiery lacijuer teds, glowing yeikws 
and bmsts of made cheery evening 

clothes tiiat had the front-row celeinity Julia 
Roberts exclaiming; '"That’s fabulousl” 


BRIEFLY 



AnpcuKd hn 

FACING A DEADLINE — Britain's Northern Ireland secretary. 
Mo Mowlam, leaving the site of peace talks in Belfast on Wednestoy. 
Negotiators are trying to reach an agreement by next Thursday. 


French Student Dies 
In School Gun Play 

LILLE, Prance — A French sec- 
ondary school student died Wediies- 
day after playing with a pistol in class, 
rrisinjg an outcry over to presence of 
guns in schools. 

Tbe 18-year-old youtii apparently 
tiiou^t his father’s pistol was un- 
loaded as be and bis bet friend toyed 
with it at tbe back of the room during 
a science class in northern France on 
Tuesday, the police said. 

Education Minister Claude Allegre 
called on the Interior Ministry to es- 
tablish security checks to {xevent to 
euliy of weapons into schools. lAFP) 

GeiTfiait J%ars Crime 
As Borders Open Up 

BONN — Interior Minister Guen- 
ther Eteckstem of Bavaria warned 
Wednesday that to full of 

Gemiany ’$ border with Austria could 
lead to a sui]^e in crime. 

Austria joined tbe Schengen agree- 
ment removing borders within nine 
EuitqieaQ countries in December, but 
tbe passpoit-fiee border went into full 
effect only Wednesday. 

Mr. Be^tein evc^l^ a nightmare 
scenario of foreign criininals and il- 
legal immigraDts pouring across the 
frontier into Germany through the 
border state of Bavaria. “We need a 
net nationwide that is not a burden on 
citizens,” he said. (Reuters) 

Swiss Continue Case 
Against Israel Agent 

BERN — Switzerland’s cabinet 
Wednesday authorized the federal 
prosecutor's office to continue legal 
action against an Israeli agent de- 
tained since a botched spying op- 
eratto here in Fetenary. 

The government has to give such 
authorization in political cases. 

The detained Israeli is one of fire 
petite said to have been caught trying 
to bug a apartment block in the Beni 
subure of Liebefeld. He was detained 
sJter being found in possession of 
wiret^^ing equipment; tbe other 
four p^Ie were released. 

Officials said infonnation about 
to investigation, which has strained 
relations between Switzerland and Is- 


rael, would be made public only at its 
coQclusion. (AP) 

Austrian Coalition 
Is Divided on NATO 

VIENNA — Austria’s government 
said Wednesday it was still split over 
whether to country should join 
NATO, saying it could not meet a 
self-declato deadline to find a com- 
promise position on the issue. 

Chancellor Viktor Klima, of the 
Social-Democratic Party, announced 
to failure after last-ditch talks with 
Foreign Minister Wolfgang 
Schuessel of the People’s Party, to 
junior coalition partner. 

The government has been divided 
over the issue for months, with to 
People’s Party for and Mr. Klima * s 
party againsL Tt^ had set an Aj^ 
deadline to submit a recommendation 
on to issue to IHuliameot (AFP) 

French Right Seen 
As Lacking Ideas 

PARIS — More than half of Rnwich 
voters say the country ’s conservatives 
have no ideahowtoresolveacrisisset 
off by deals with the far-right Na- 
tiooal Eront, a poll said Wedhoesday. 

The right was thrown into disairay 
last montii when five members of to 
Union for French Democracy allied 
with the Front to win election as re- 
gional council ebairmen. The Union 
has effectively coU^ised since then. 

Fifty-seven percent of voters 
polled by Ipsos said they thought to 
right had no “project for to future of 
France.” (Reuters) 

Romanian Nominee 
For Prime Minister 

BUCHAREST — Romania’s lead- 
ing political party Wednesday chose 
its l^er, a 5>year-Md economist, as 
its candidate for prime minister. 

The National Peasant Party nom- 
inated Radu Vasile to replace Victor 
Ciorbea, who resigned Monday after 
a three-month battle on bow to tackle 
Rexnania's economic woes. Mr. 
Vasile has the suppor t of all four 
parties in the governing coalition. 

President Emil Constantinescu is 
expected to name a prime minister 
Thursday. (AP) 
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The Cyprus Mess 

and the enclave that Ankara controls M' 
die north, by threats to annex the en- . 
clave, and by military gestures. Gredt 
Cypriots impinden^ ordered anti-w 
C!W missiles firom Rossia. 

A year ago it was possible to wonder 
why the United States should get into 
this particular European mess. Hie an- 
swer — the right answer — was and is 
that the Am^ican leadership role in 
NATO ma^ Washington the rescuer 
of last resort when two alliance mem- 
b^ depart reason. 

The Europeans, however, should 
not be let off the hook. Greece and 
Tuifcey are not Middle East, th^ are 
Europe, Western Europe. This is not 
1945. it is 1998. Europeans should 
have been able to con^ose a single 
polid^ intelligence to deal with the 
Greek-Turkish question. At the least, 
die European Union could have 
bandied its accession affairs in a man- 
ner that, if it did not ease national 
grievances, would not have aggravated 
them. Now the United States^ left to 


The bids by Cyprus and 'Hirkey to 
join (he Europe Union were once 
thought 10 provide incentives for an 
easing of tensions between Greece and 
Turkey and between Greek Cypriots 
and Tuikish C^ots, too. A general 
settling down of an agitated comer of 
. Europe seamed die ptxential diplomat- 
ic pnze. But that was before the Euro- 
pean Union fumbled the opportunity 
away. Now there is fresh talk of war, 
and it’s American diplomacy to the 
rescue, again. 

It was awkward enough when the 
European Union took in Greece but not 
its strategically more powerfully but 
economically and poliucally less ready 
rival, Turicey. That invited Greece to 
play the gatekeeper. Geimany, in- 
spired in part by its domestic argument 
over Turkish guest workers, took up a 
similar role. As a result, the Turks were 
insultingly denied a place in the queue 
of would-be £U new members. Others, 
including Cyprus and the new Central 
• European democracies, went right into 
.the line. The Turks countered excess- 
ively by suspending talks between the 
Greek government of divided Cyprus 


help, if it can, bring Greeks and Turks 
back to tbe starting line. 

— THE WASHINGTON TOJT 


Peru and Ecuador 


Now that virtually all wars are in- 
ternal conflicts, most of them ethnic or 
religious, the hostilities between Peru 
and Ecuador are a throwback. The 
clash last erupted in 1995. Since 1942, 
Peru and ^uador have gone to war 
three times over border areas that both 
countries claim. Now. however, this 
traditional war may be coming to a 
very modem end, since the two have 
agreed on the outlines of a peace treaty 
that would set up trade, commerce and 
joint access to the disputed land that 
started the war. 

The two natioos have been aigui^ 
over the territory since Spanish coloni^ 
times. In 1^2, a treaty called the Rio 
Protocol awarded the land to Peru. 
Ecuador ratified (he pact but then re- 
pudiated it, and its maps still show the 
old borders. The land matters sym- 
.boUcally, as it is tbe basis of Ecuador’s 
proud claim to be an Amazon country. 

' The 1995 Eghdng killed do^ns of 
people and wound^ hundreds. Since 
-then Peru has bou^t more jet fighters 
and bombers. Nationalist politics on 
both sides could push the countries back 
to wv. Fortunately, this ancient dispute 
is now facing some modem solutions, 
including regional diplomacy and co- 


operation, and the decision of both na- 
tions that trade and growth are more 
important dtan natioi^iist symbols. 

TTie two Slopped fightix^ when lead- 
ers of Brazil. Argentina, Oiile and the 
United Slates organized peace nego- 
fiauons. In lanuaiy, both nations sig^ 
an agreement setting May 30 as a t^et 
for a peafx treaty, and four committees 
are woiicmg out the details. 

The basics are already there. 
Ecuador will give up its quixotic claim 
to the disput^ land In return it will 
have permanent access to the Amazon, 
which is closed to it today. The two 
countries would also worit togetiier on 
s, such as roads, 



negotiator has rightly 
said the two countries should focus on 
their common enemies — poverty and 
underdevelopment The apparent suc- 
cess of regimial diplomacy shows how 
Latin America’s pursuit of a business- 
friendly climate has changed tbe con- 
tinent. Such a focus has had mixed 
results, often pushing aside the poor. 
But one of its positive aspects is that 
Latin America now wants to make 
money, not war. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Hypocrisy in Congress 


Republican leaders in tbe House of 
Representatives have followed the un- 
fortunate example of tbeir Senate 
counterparts on campaign finance re- 
form, only even more clumsily. Tbeir 
goal was to kill reform but avoid the 
blame. They may have failed at both. 

Republicans luve spent a year and a 
half claiming to be indignant about the 
fuod-raisi^ abuses in the last cam- 
paign, which were considerable and the 
work of both parties. But, given the 
chance to change die law to ban the 
principal abuse, having to do with the 
raising and ^nding of so-called soft 
money, they flinch. TT^ like die money 
even more dian they like delivering the 
sennons deploring its influence over the 
system of which diey are a 

Tbeir leaders' problem this year has 
been to avoid or provide some pro- 
tection against the charge of hypocrisy 
— that in their piety they, no less than 
tbe Democrats, are trying to have it 
both ways. The tactic has been to offer 
up mock reform bills that they could be 
pretty sure (a) would not pass, in part 
becwse they were written to he of- 
fensive to Democrats, and (b) would 
not achieve reform if they did pass. 
Republicans who wanted could safely 
vote “aye” and provide themselves 
with cover, secure in the knowledge 
nothing would be enacted. 

TbetacticfailedintheS^te. where, 
to the leaders' consternation, a majority 
turned out to be in favor of reform. 
The leaders were juit in the anomalous 
position of having to filibuster to keep 
the Senate from exercising its will. 
Pretty much the same thing has now 
happened in the House. Fake votes 
were staged Monday night cn mostly 
fake bills; no one was fooled. 

A discharge petition is now b^g 
circolated anew in the House to take 
control from the leadership and force a 
series of votes on real reforrn, includ- 
ing a ban on soft money. Tbe petition 


was what the mock vote had been 
meant in part to avert. 

In the Senate, the Democratic lead- 
ership ought to start offering the de- 
flect^ reform bill as an amendment to 
other legislation. 

The f^-raising system is corrupt. In 
the end, the very members who look to 
be its beneficiaries are the ones it taints. 
Banning soft mon^ would not solve all 
the problems, but it would solve some. 
They ought to do iL Other than raising 
still more money, they're sure not doing 
anything else of consequence. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST 

Other Comment 
A Culture of Violence 

The shooting in Jonesboro, Arkan- 
sas, makes three inci^nts in the past 
couple of months in which children 
have turned firearms on their class- 
mates and teachers. Gnns have always 
been a part of American culture, so it is 
hard to lay the blame there, or else 
explain why things Iflre this were not 
happening 20, SO or 100 years ago. 
Something significant has occurred in 
the past couple of decades. 

We have left our children to the 
good graces of a popular culture where 
pulling a trigger is tbe answer to any 
and all conflicts, where death is view^ 
without consequences. 

When 1 was 11, I thought “Ben 
Hur’’ was the most gruesome movie 
ever made. Compare that with what 
today's kids have thrown at them every 
day — coiiqruter games lite Quake and 
Duke Nukem, where murder and may- 
hem are the simple pleasures, and tak- 
ing a chain saw to 2four opponent gets 
extra crediL It's no wondn we've cre- 
ated a generation of sociopaths wfua 
lack a moral center to their Uves. 

— From a letter to 
The Washington Post. 
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Basic Ways to Make a Real Difference in Africa 


H elsinki — T hereDew^intex^ 

of U.S. policymakers in Africa 
cranes at a critical juncture in the con- 
tinent’s fbnunes. For neariy two ^ 
cades, Africans have smigglra to revive 
economic growth, yet much of tiie con- 
tinent remains nui^ in deqiest miseiy. 

Asia's present problems, althoo^ 
sev^ in conoparison with 

Africa's. An African child bora in 1980 
is now a yoong athilt. Much of ^ or 
her future has already been fashioned 
by a lacic of primary schooling and by 
inadeq;aate health care. As a cem- 
sequoice, Africa's “human capital'* is 
the weal^ of any developing regitHL 
Not only is this a human tragedy, but 
the la^ of skills undermines Amca’s 
ability to attract tiie direct foreign in- 
vestment it so deq^tely oe^ to 
refashion its economies. 

If low wag^ were all that foreign 
investors required, every multinational 
would move to Ethiopia. But foreign 
and domestic entrepreneurs need 
skilled labor and good infrastructure. 
Africahas too little of these. So feneign 
investment will amtinue to flow over- 
whelmingly to Asia, Eastern Europe 
and, increasingly, Latin Amoica. 

Mach recent attention has qoite 
rightly focused on the tragedies of 


By Tony AdilUon 


Rwanda and Congo. But there is also a 
group of desperately impoyeti^ted 
countries whose ill-fated expe rim ents 
with state socialism in the 1970s in- 
teracted witii supopowerrivaliy to cre- 
ate conflict and^economic coUspre. 

Angola now appears to be start^ on 
tbe road m recoflscructioiL Etiiiopia and 
Mozaml^ne are i^fltfrng. l^trea is 
a new nation bom oat of war. But last 
year's vicious civil war in Coi^o 
(Biaszaville) has derailed a pronnsing 
economic recovery, and Somalia pur- 
sues its uncertain trajectory. 


Nations, and release resonices to meet 
Digent needs elsewhere. 

If these countries do not recover 
snccessfoUy. their plight will under^ 
min^ the r^on’s stability. The mil- 
itaiy and political ihteractioo last year 
between Angola's crisis and those of 
tbe two Cmigo demonstrates (his. 

Successftiliy rebuilding the econo- 
mies of Eritrea and Ediiopia would 
stdulize the Horn of Africa and deouxi- 
strate ways fnward for recomtniciing 
Sonalia when the tnne comes. 

What better place to start than with 
die hnman capital of yoi^ Afric^? 
Mozambique is trying, with hs limited 
resources, to rebuild its primary 


America should put its weight he- 
ld^ debt relief and new resources for 
Africa, This, together with help in the 
areas of trade and foreign investment, 
can return the region to the growdi diat 
it has missed-in the last-20 years. 

Russia should also make a contri- 
bution. Ethiopia and Mozambique still • 
have debt outstanding oo loans from 
the former Soviet Umon. Much of it , 
was contract to finance milit^ pro- 
curement and hopeless Soviet-style . 
Injects in indnstry. 

The U.S. and Russian governments 
should join to kick-start economic re- ; 
coveiy in the post-socialist, post-con- ; 
flict coontries of Africa, llus would 


MO UUM.IUUU J. AVOWIUOM, W f-— , J , f - - , l|.t,r-|- nf ■ 

AH of these coontries have under- schools. Its primary health care system away ^ 

veloned human resources, all face was once a model for Africa, beftxe 16 the Cold War, Md it would give 

' Angolans and Entreans the new fotore . 
they so desperately need. 


developed h uman resources, all face 
problems of political sod economic 
txansition. Their reconstroction is an 
urgent issue. St^ ctmacity is weak or 
barely exists, confix has fractured 
civil society, and poverty is deep. 

Where better for U.S. foreign policy 
to stare than in these countries? By 
placing tiie {xobiems of post-socialist, 
^t-cooflici Africa at tbe top of its 
foreign policy agenda, Washington 
conJd make a real diffe^ce. Success 
would reduce the imnwnse humanit- 
arian burden now borne by the United 


years of war destroyed 60 percent of 
the country’s rural dinics. 

and Mozambique are 
**inghly indeed pxxw countries," in 
tbe Ibff and World Book jargon. Zn 
plain Ei^Jish, tins means that have 

no chance of servicing or relaying their 
debt (most of which is ow^ to official 
developmeot ^encies) from their mea- 
ger eiroort eamings. And each dollar 
taken from their government budgets to 
service that debt is a dollar 1^ for 
education and 


The writer, a research fellow at ike 
United Nations University's World In - . 
same Development Economics Re- ■ 
search,^recisa projectonunderdevel- 
opment, transition and reconstruction ' 
in Africa. In 1994 and 1995 he helped 
design the government of Mozambi- 
que's strategy for poverty reduction. ; 
He contributed ■ this, comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 


Evolving Russia Is Still a Long Way From Democracy 


H elsinki — it may take 
some time before the plot, 
or the plot withio tiie plot, a die 
l^est political spectacle pr^ 
duced and directed by Boris 
Yeltsin in the Kremlin will be 
frilly known. But we do not 
have fo wait for the denouement 
to see that it exposes the hol- 
lowness of the democratic in- 
stitutions that have been erec- 
ted, like a stage set, on the mins 
of the Soviet system. 

At center stage, the president 
is a shadow of me.heroic figure 
who had the guts to climb afop a 
Soviet tank to harangue troc^ 
sent to arrest him. 

His second term in office 
began, in 1996, in a less glorious 
manner. Having conceded the 
true state of his health from the 
voters, Mr. Yeltsin was swqx to 
victory by a massive campaign 
financed by a group of new-rich 
tycoons bent on proiectii^ dieir 
fivtunes against a possible 
Communist comeback. 

Since then he has been a half- 
time president, emerging now 


By Afea Jakobson 


and tfaen from his dacha u> 
prove dial he is still in cl»ige. 
He says he wants to accelerate 
reform, bat the decrees he signs 
tend to get lost in the labyrinfo 
of the vast bureancracy sur- 
rounding him. 

Czar Nicholas I told the 
French Marqois de Custioe in 
1839: If 1 had five honest men, 
1 could rule this country. Czar 
Bmis I keeps reshnffling his 
government in a search for five 
suchmeiL 

The State Duma is dominated 
by die red-brown alliance of 
Communists ultranational- 
ists, vriio wage a rearguard 
battle of obstruction and delay 
against refonn. They are likely 
to stop short of provoking a 
presidratial decision to dissolve 
the D nmfl and order new elec- 
tions, since few members are 
prepared to risk their generous 
peite and privileges. 

The media, now free from 
government censorship, have 


passed into the control of fi- 
nancial tycoons who nse die 
newspapers and tele>^ion sta- 
tions for political manipnlation, 
and now also to fight each other 
by means of lurid revel^ons of 
corrupt or criminal practices. 

Smne Russia-watchers try to 
console ns by pointing out that 
the free-for-4ll in the Rnssian 
markeqilace is just like the bru- 
tal early st^es of American 
capicali^ in dne coarse the 
Russian “robber barons," hav- 
ing amassed their fornmes, will 
b^ome defenders of law and 
order, pillars of society. But the 
analogy is flawed. 

The early American c^ital- 
ists made their mon^ Ity de- 
veloping their own country. 
Tbe Rnssian tycoons have 
profited from bargain sales of 
state eiderprises, and they in- 
vest their money abroad. 

(jrigori Yavlinslty, leader of 
the reformist YtUifokopam in 
die Duma, said at a Tnit 


Commission conference in Ber- 
lin fhiH month that Russia must 
create a civil society as a basis 
for genuine democracy in order 
to put an Old to the semi-crim- 
inal ecmiomy that now exists. 

But the legacy of almost 80 
years of totalitarian rule stands 
in the way. The democratic 
parties have no roots among the 
people. The only paity with a 
nationwide organization is the 
Communist Party, an enemy of 
democracy. 

A civil society of sorts does 
ex^ in the form of networks of 
mvate relations without which 
me Russian per^le would not 
have survived. But it is discon- 
nected frx>m political life. 

Russia pretends to be a West- 
ern democracy, and tiie West 
pretends to believe it Not to do 
so would be to question the nni- 
versal validity of the Westein 
system of parliamentaiy de- 
mocracy and market economy, 
and that would be politically 
incorrect behavior. 

Yet it is clearly unrealistic. 


Russia and America Aren’t Foes but Have to Be Rivals 


M OSCOW — “I wiU dis- 
appoint you, 1 will not be 
fired,” Yevgeni Primakov re- 
torted at a press conference in 
Bonn, when asked whether be 
would stay on as foreign min- 
ister after the recent fall of the 
Russian government 
For quite a few in tbe United 
States, distqipointment it was. 
Mr. Primakov is demonized in 
tbe American press as the evil 
genius of a Russian foreign 
policy tiiat tends to oppose 
America whenever it can, be it 
over Iraq, Iran or Kosovo. 

But thu is a false judgment, 
and an unfair one to Nfr. Pri- 
makov. His aim is not to con- 
front America but to pursue 
Russian national interests. The 
problem is that those interests 
enter into contradiction with 
U.S. policies more often than 
they coincide with it 
Tbe eventoal departure of 
Mr. Primakov would not 
change that buic fact 


By Alexei K. Pnshkov 


This is not to say there are no 
common grounds for action. 

On Iraq, Russia and the 
United States cooperate oo the 
basis of a common UN Security 
Council platfonn and share im- 
portant goals. They agree that 
all weapmis of mass destruction 
which Iraq might have should 
be destroy^ and that sanctions 
should stay in force until there is 
frill evidence that Baghdad has 
stopped woridng on such 
w^^ns. 

Moscow also nnderstaads 
that wi^ut the U.S. military 
forces in the Golf region and the 
threat to use them, Saddam 
Hussein would have be^ much 
less inclined to listen to Russian 
diplomats and Kofi Annan. 

The Russian and U.S. ap- 
proaches to the Iratti crisis were 
complementary. Only tbeir 
combination could assure suc- 
cess for the Annan mission. “It 


was a sort of teamwork," says a 
topRossian diplomaL 

^ut at some point this team- 
work stops. Moscow is against 
tbe so-c^ed military solution 
because it will fail to solve any- 
thing, while certainly delaying 
the day when the sanctions are 
lifted and Baghdad starts to pay 
Russia back its S7 billion debt, 
as Russian oil companies start 
operations in Iraq. 

Also, Mr. Pnmakov starts 
from the assumption tiiat Sad- 
dam Hussein is the undisputed 
master of li^, and that as long 
as this remains the case he is the 
one to deal with. 

U.S. and Russian iqiproaches 
are even further apart on (r an. 

Russia is threatened neither 
by Iran nor by the teoorist 
groups it F^xutedly supports. 
For Moscow, the dan^ of rad- 
ical Islam is associated not with 
Iran but with tiie Chechens or 


Flogging Cigarettes Elsewhere 


W ASHINGTON — In 
1986, Wirold Zatoiiski, 
a Polish physician who brings 
a missionary's zeal to tus 
work, told a Washington Post 
reporter a “stare secret": Po- 
land's Communist rulers con- 
tributed to the nation’s ap- 
palling health problems. 

Today in Warsaw he fo- 
cuses on a new threat: Amer- 
ican tobacco companies. 

Dr. Zatonski, director of 
Warsaw's most in^ottant 
cancer research and treatment 
center, fluttered as he de- 
scribed biig fobacco’s push to 
outflank the curbs contained 
in legislation being shqjher- 
ded throng the U.S. Senate. 

Sitting beside him in Wash- 
ington was an equally out- 
raged Maik Palmer, who was 
U.S. ambassador to Hungary 
as the Cold War ended. The 
United States and its allies 
“worked for 45 years to get 
the Commonists on t, ' ' he said. 
“And when we did, the Marl- 
boro Man rode into town to 
claim the victory." 

“hi Ukraine a few wedcs 
ago 1 counted 25 billboards on 
the way into town from the 
airport, and 19 were selling 
cigarettes with messages that 
stud directly or indirectly: Be 
American, smoke American." 

In Russia, tiie first adver- 
tisement in Red Square was 
for a cigarette called “West" 
In POl^, L&M cigarettes are 
advertised as “R^y Amer- 


By Jim Hoa^and 


lean." In Hongaiy, where 
smoking and tobac^rekued 
deaths have soared, U.S. 
conrpanies are eiqiaiiduig free- 
sample promotions and advo-- 
tising that is being restricted or 
outlawed in tiie West 

A coming foreign policy 
battle concerns America’s re- 
sponsibility for the enormous 
cultural and social impact it 
now has abroad, with anv>k|n g 
mariffttftri as a nfltinnal U.S. 
characteristic that others 
should emulate. Replacing GI 
Joe with Joe Camel could 
harm U.S. national interests. 

The aigument tbit the 
United States will eventually 
reap a harvest of resentment 
and financial claims from 
abroad rests on two assump- 
tions that 1 find persuasive. 

One is that Western compa- 
nies are knowingly orevine on 


societies that are particularly 
vulnerable to the marketing of 
a product which causes dis- 
ease and death. These soci- 
eties have not develcqied the 
public health infrastructure 
and educational jMOgrams that 
finally led to ttec^es in 
smoking in the West 
“To keep tbe people quiet, 
the Communists provided 
cheap cigarettes, vtxika and 
fatty sausages," Dr. Zatonski 
says. “Is It any wonder t^t 
the life expectancy of young 


males in Russia and- much of 
Eastern Europe today is lower 
than in sub-Sahara Africa?" 

In former Warsaw Pact 
countries, in China, India and 
elsewhere, cigarette taxes 
provide a major source of gov- 
emroent revenue. Campaign 
contributicms, or bribery, make 
die politicians look the other 
way as smoking skyrodeets. 

Secondly, it is now clear 
that U.S. cmnpanies have de- 
cided to malre up for lost 
profits at home by maximiz- 
mg profits abroad. Chinese 
and Hungarian teenagers are 
fenced in as American teen- 
agers are fenced out of cig- 
arette mariceting campai gns. 

The Clinton administration 
has been curiously reticent 
ifoout legislative proposals de- 
signed to prevent U.S. tobacco 
companies from doing abroad 
what they carmot do at home. 

Arnerican embusies no 
longer help promote s moking 
and cigarette sales overseas, 
as they once did, but 
Palmer and others complain 
that there has been no clear 
U.S. leadership to fund anti- 
smoking campaigns abroad. 

There should be. P^ident 
Bill Clinton can take action to 
prevent a successor from hav- 
ing to tour Eastern Europe or 
India one day to apologize for 
a nw failure of American 
sensitivity and moral feir play 
to the vuhierable ahic^ 

The Washingian Post, 


the Taleban fundamentalists. 
Zrau is important to Russia be- 
cause they share approaches to 
the Caspian Sea oil resources 
and Iran plays a significant role 
in tbe 'mascaucasian and Cen- 
tral Asian areas, which remain a 
high priority for Russia. Iran is a 
traditional trade and economic 
partner, and a source of lucra- 
tive de^ in the oil and gas area. 
Tehran supports Moscow's po- 
sitions on oil and gas pipeline 
routes from the Caspian area. 

Moscow sells Tehran arms 
and nuclear reactors, and is 
ready to engage, together with 
France and M^aysia, in a multi- 
billion-dollargas tran^rtation 
project on Iranian temtory. 

There are strong mutud sus- 
picions, too. Americans accuse 
Russians of selling missile tech- 
nologies to Teb^. Moscow 
strongly denies this and sus- 
pects Washington trying to 
squeeze Rusria out of the lu- 
crative Iranian market 

There is no easy way out of 
this deadlock. Russians fail to 
see why they should not sell 
Iran nuclear reactors of the 
same type the United States 
agreed to give to North Korea 
(which cannot be used for mak- 
ing weapons plutonium), and 
why they should abandon an 
S8(X) miUion contract for con- 
struction of a nuclear power 
plant in Iran. Moscow insists 
that its cooperation with Iran is 
Limited to civilian nuclear 
power and complies with the 
restrictions of the Internationa 
Atranic Energy Agency. 

Russia is ready to show some 


restraint by not ngnihg any new 
deals on sales of arms to Iran. 
But it does not think it should 
shun ties with Tehran at a time 
when the U.S. policy of “con- 
tainment" is not accepted even 
by America's European allies. 

There are differem perspea- 
ives on Kosovo as well. The 
U.S. policy might result in 
ther paitition of Yugoslavia. As 
a multinational state with se- 
cessionist pressures in a number 
of its own Muslim regions, Rus- 
sia has to weigh the implica- 
tions of such an outcome. 

The end of Communist ide- 
ology in Russia precludes a new 
globaJ confrontation. It does not 
preclude rivalry due to differ- 
ence of interests. The Iraqi 
crisis showed that it can be a 
rivalry of partners. Such rivalry 
supposes a capacity to listen to 
each other and a d^ire to reach , 
a balance of interests. 


and indeed anoganc, to expect 
that organs of the Western sys- 
tem can sinqrly be transplanted 
onto the body of a great nation 
that for more' than a thousand 
years has fbllowed its own patfr 

This is not to say tiiat Russia 
could not change. Profound 
changes are in fact-taking place 
below the political sunace. 
There can be no doubt that 
eventually Russia will find its 
own post-Soviet system of gov- 
emmenL But iris not likely to be 
a copy of foe Western model ' 

Russia remains split between 
the old and tiie new. The bonef 
of the last czar and of the mem- 
bers of his family have been 
exhumed and will soon be given 
a proper funeral. The mummy 
of foe man who had them killed 
is still on view in a mausoleum, 
an object of veneration. 

The writer is a former 
Finnish ambassador to the 
United Nations. He contributed 
this commeta to the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 


The writer is foreign t^airs 
columnist for the daily Nezd- 
visimaya Cazeia and a member 
of the board of the Russian 
Council on Foreign and De- 
fense Policies. He contributed 
this comment to the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 


Correction 

A commentaiy on this page 
yesterday, ‘ 'The Trouble to Re- 
move in Iraq Is Saddam Him- 
self,’ ’ was mistakenly attributed 
to Thomas L. Friedman. The 
writer was A. M. Rosenfoal. We ^ 
apologize for the error. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1898: Blow in the Face 

NEW YORK — Spain's rraly 
to {Resident McKinley's last 
r^resentatioos comes like a 
blow in foe face to foe peace 
party. Tbe President asked for 
bread and be receives a stone. 
He insisted upon the ind^n- 
deoce of Cuba, and Spain 
rralies with another proposition 
of autonomy. As regards the 
war party here, Spain’s evasive, 
almost contemptuous, reply 
adds fiesh fuel to foeir fr enzy 
and, were Congress not under a 
pledge to foe President to wait 
till Monday [April 4], they 
would declare war at once. 

1923: Bulgaria IVial 

SOFIA — After a trial lasting 
more than a year and a half, 
before a Supreme Court com- 
posed of seven jurists and a 
dozen untutored peasants, the 
m^bers of the Radoslavof 
Ministry, which was in office at 


foe time of Bulgaria's fight on 
the side of Germany, were sen- 
tenced to various terms of im- 
F^onment, to the loss of civil 
rights and to foe payment of the 
amount of the war indenmity 
claimed Bulgaria. 

1948; U^. Air Bridge 

BERLIN — The United States 
started to suroly by air today 
[April 1] its 10,(XX) citizens here 
as pan ofa plan to block a Soviet n 
move to impose its-authority on - 
all traffic between Beilin and 
Western Germany. The first 
shipment of 15,000 pounds of 
American food arrived as bofo 
British and American sectors of 
this city remained without tbeir 
normal rail supply nxite follow- 
ing suspension of all Allied mil- 
itary trains connectnig Berlin 
with the West^ Zones. The 
suspension came after tbe Rus^ 
sians held up two American and 
two British trains on the Soviet ^ 
Zone bordtf. 
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OPINION/LETTERS 


Clinton Gets a Needed Lesson on Power and Authority 

lARIS Pn»ei^Ai.» b2ii <^i- ft' 


P ARIS — PiBsidem Bill Clinion's iour 
^ ? *5^®^ coimiries gave him 
^ flK hu^ ? W^gtonLs^S!^. 
ding wift him a short introduetioD to Af- 
™^^^alsoasmallIesSnh>^ 
between power and authoriiT 

pvea cfiion by Nelson mS- 

^ The South 

African {Resident, who possesses un- 

^ that he would accept no instnictions 
A»^ Ott ^hom South Afiica 
shOTld with, or on what its foreiM 
J*- suggested that ite 
set an example to all of 
us^ttlfcu^ peace instead of power, 
prudent Mandela’s rebuke followed 
“settling experience with 
aw^CT Afh^ UN Secretary-General 
Kon Aanw, just a month ago. Mr. Annan 
cou^usly but effectively took control of 
the Iraq crisis out of American hands and 
mp(^ a negotiated solution that most in 
W^iwgtoa had not believed possible, 
and_ that many in the Clinton adminis- 
tration did not wanL 
The S^te majority leader. Trent Lott, 
^ t *he administration 

had subcontr^ied” American foreign 
policy to the United Nations. Act uall y, the 
UN was able to take control because the 
other members of the Security Council. 
Britain excepted, oppo^ the United 
States on military action. 

A former official of the Bush admin- 
isnatioo, John Bolton, also criticized what 
happened by saying that the Clinton ad- 
mimstration had acted as if the UN “ has a 
life or existence outside of what the U.S. 


By WUliam PfafT 

wants it to do.” It has, as the Security 
Council’s members demonst n»fd 

At about the same time, the Pope was 
weakening administration control of U.S. 
Cuban policy throu^ his visit to Cuba 
and condemnation of U.S. sanctions. 
Wjuhington has since bowed to inter- 
naDonal opinion and made concessions 
in its blockade. 

U.S.-imposed sanctions on Iran are ig- 
nored other major trading natimis. The 

adminisntion has reputedly postponed 
application of the retaliation a gainKt for- 
ei^ companies trading with Iran tji gt 
Congress has mandated, knowing that to 
apply penalties would pi^uce a big clash 
with the European Union. 

Benjamin Netanyahu has taken over 
control of America’s Middle Eastern 
policy by refusing to cany out the prom- 
ises Israel has made concerning West 
Bank withdrawals and Jewish coloni- 
zation of Jerusalem’s suburbs. 

This has greatly damaged U.S. alliance 
imeiesis in the region, as Arab reaction to 
the Iraq crisis demonstrated, but 1^. Clin- 
ton can do absolutely nothing about ir. 
Congressional pressure and ^mocratic 
Party electoral concerns prevent retali- 
ation against Mr. Netanyahu’s policies. 

Mr. Mandela also told Mr. Clinton chat 
the administration propt^. now before 
Congress, to put trade in the place of 
.African development aid was unaccept- 
able. Mr. Clinton has announced augmen- 
ted aid, but he set out on this trip lo promote 
American private investment in Africa. 


However, the obstacles to investment 
w-main formidable, the most important 
amfmg them the abSCTce nearly everywhere 
of st&le political structures. Thaw wiU 
come (»ly frmn the develc^nnent of a sub- 
stantial and educated middle class, wbic^ as 
yet hardly exists in sub-Sahaian Afri^ 
Tbffe have been imposing African lead- 
ers, from the younger Kwame Nkrumah in 
postcolonial Ghana and the older Jomo 
Keoyatta in Kenya, to Yoweri Museveni in 

Americans unchallenged 
military and economic 
supremacy do not give it 
the authority to dictate to 
other nations. 


Ug^a today, but the one-party state re- 
mains the African norm. Mr. Museveni — 
America's current favorite — was in- 
stalled in 1986 after a military coup. 

During his East African stops. Pres- 
ident Clinton apologized to Africans for 
slavery, neglect, indifrerence to genocide 
in Rwanda and for America’s p^t support 
for dictators and the exploitation of Af- 
ricans in fighting the Cold War. 

He did not mention the role of the 
United States with respwt to the 
Ugandan-supF^ed Tutsi exile force, led 
by an American-trained olflcer. Paul 
Kagame. In 1994 this force liberated 
Rwandan Tutsi survivors from the gen- 
ocide launch^ by the Hatu-dominaied 
Rwandan government. 


This force took over Rwanda and later 
anacked the Hutu forces harassing 
Rwanda from refugee camps in neigh- 
boring Zaire. Together with die forces of 
its Congi^se client. Laurent Kabila.'it 
drove tiiem and the refugee masses ac- 
con^ianying them deep into Zaire, where 
it seems that it killed nearly all of them 
— the final solution to a portion of the 
Tutsi’s Hutu proUetn. in^ired by the 
earlier effort tx the Hutu govenunent in 
Rwanda to make a filial solution to its 
Tutsi problem. 

Even though this eventual outcome was 
undoubtedly unforeseen and unwanted by 
Washington, the United States would 
seem to have been implicated in jneparing 
Mr. Kagame's force, but nothing has been 
either conceded or reported. 

Washington did endorse Mr. Kabila's 
succession to the man the CIA originally 
made leader of Congo (which be renamed 
as Zaire), the atrocioos ’’Marshal” 
Mobutu. Mr. Kabila refuses to allow in- 
ternational agencies to Lavestigate the fate 
of the re^gee Hutu. 

The belief that America as “sole super- 
power” would or could dominate the 
world, widely held after communism’s 
collaj^. rest^ on the illusion that mil- 
itary and economic power directly trans- 
late into political power, and that power is 
identical with authority'. 

The exercise of authority retpures 
consent, and rests on a moral position. 
This is what Mr. Mandela was saying 
to Mr. Clinton, and what recent events 
have shown. 

Intenurional HerjUt Tribune 
Los AngfUs Times Syiubeaie. 


A Philosopher Reaches 
His Angle of Repose’ 


By George F. ^ill 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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' National Front 

Regarding ‘^Chirac Speech In- 
creases Pressure Over Le Pen 
Deals" (March25): 

Hie level of support that the 
extreme right Natiouai Front has 
.received in Erance, and the will- 
^ i^ess of some rightist poUti- 
9 . cians to deal with ^ group, is 
indeed alarm ing. 

Prudent Jacques Chirac’s 
call to reform the regiODal elec- 
tion system to prevent National 
Front candidates from beii^ elect- 
ed may seem sensible on the 
face of iL 

However. I think that instead of 
jrefomung the electoral system, 
“le^timam” politicians, and all 
coocemed citizens, should be ask- 
ing themselves why the Front en- 
joys such a high level of public 
sui^iort Why do so many French 


people feel alienated from demo- 
cratic politics and politicians? 

‘file French president stould 
also consider the Front's response 
to any change in (he electoral 
system, which ir doubtless would 
see as an attempt to interfere 
with its “democratic” right 
to reinesentation in local legis- 
lature 

Such maueuvers do oothing to 
stop die truly determined. The 
Weimar Republic tried to pro- 
scribe the Nazi party when it was 
orach smaller dian the National 
From is now. Mr. Chirac may 
recall diat this tactic did not 
WQlk. 

ALLAN D. FORRESTER 
Szeged, Hungary. 

Guns in America 

Regarding "Cun Mantrfactur- 


ers Target New Customers: Chil- 
dren" (March 30): 

The article about “targeting” 
the next generation of happy 
shooters outraged me. As it is, gum 
sales to American adults should 
be strictly monitored, and only 
handguns and hunting rifles 
should be sold — what construc- 
tive reason could one possibly 
have for owning an assault 
weapon? 

U.S. tobacco compaiues are 
being attacked for targeting 
chiltfren in their advertising. Why 
not the same treatment for the 
National Rifle Association and 
goo manufocturers? 

“Guns don’t kill people, 
people do” is an ofteo-used slo- 
gan of die anti-gun control crowd. 
But if those two children in 
Arkansas had been unable to get 
dieir hands on some guns, tlKy 


would have had to resort to 
knives, baseball bats or what have 
you. As those weapons are not 
very effective in mass murder, the 
boys probably would have given 
up their scheme or else would 
have been caught before they got 
too far along with il 

CATHY F1T2SIMONS. 

Lutiy. Switzerland. 

The Jonesboro tragedy shows 
ag^ the disastrous results of the 
politically correct notion of un- 
checked individual freedom. 

When violence is shown on 
television and in the movies in 
the guise of entertainment; when, 
guns are freely available, and 
when mothers abandon their 
young children at hmne to seek 
“self-ftilfillmeQt'’ elsewhere, it 
is hardly surpri^g to see young 
boys turning into wild beasts 


and shooting at female teachers 
and pupils. 

^ily when we stop paying 
more than just lip service to tra- 
ditional family values can we 
hope to prevent similar tragedies. 

MILO VESEL 
Divonne. Ranee. 

An individual's right to bear 
arms was made law in the early 
days of the United States, when 
law enforcement was not the or- 
ganized affair it is today. 

It is time that the Second 
Amendment be repealed. The law 
inietftarf should read: “No one has 
the right to bear arms except those 
who are charged to do so to pro- 
tect all of the people in our 
land.” 

EVELYN £. LAWSON. 

Villefranche de Conflem, 
France. 


■VIEWPORT BEACH, Califor- 
1 1 nia Frederick L Will, my 
father, recently died here. He was, 
as used to be said, well-stricken in 
years, nearly 89 of them, and 
suffered many of the afflictions 
that often accumulate in very el- 
derly bodies. He was, it is safe to 
say, not sorry when the Dark An- 

MEANWfflTJ. 

gel tapped him on his shoulder 
and said it was time to go. 

In earlier agts. much was made 
of ais moriendi, the an of dying, 
of having “a good death.” 
Nowadays, science often over- 
whelms that art. When death ap- 
proaches die elderly on measured 
tread, they are ^t to become 
tangled in the toils of modem 
medicine. That is no condition to 
be in when the “summons comes 
to join the innumerable caravan.” 

Medicine is marvelous at help- 
ing fend off infections and diseases 
in bodies that, absent them, would 
thrive. However, medicine be- 
comes problematic when it resists 
not die body’s afflictions t»n the 
body itself — when the body is no 
longer impelled by an essential vi- 
tality and instead tries to subside. 

In this downward turn of life’s 
trajectory, the mind and body can 
be mysteriously complicit. Fred's 
life tegan to ebb when his wife, 
who survives him, disappeared in- 
to dementia, like a photograph left 
exposed to the sunlight. Fred could 
no longer bear to Usien to music 
because it deepened his sadness, 
and he could no longer thrive. 

Fred was a son of the middle 
border, and of a Lutheran minister 
who graduated from Gettysburg 
Seminary about 40 years after the 
great battle. The minister served 
many margiDaJ churches in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, in- 
cluding one in Boonesboro, Maiy- 
land.luirdby Sharpsburg, the ham- 
let on Antietam CWk that Roben 
E. Lee visited on SepL 17, 1862. 

Lee and Luther were lasting in- 
fluences. Red's lifelong dignity 
and reticence, which did not d^ft 
him when he was dying, reflected 
Lee’s model of American gentle- 
manliness. Red's philosophic in- 
terest was qnickenra by witnessing 
Pastor WiD struggle to reconcile 
the ideas of grace and free will. 
After earning aComell PhD., Fred 
taught philosophy ai the University 
of Blinois for 39 years. 


Early in Red's career he 
labored for nearly a decade com- 
pleting amanuscr4>t of abode tiiat 
reached conclusioira bro^y con- 
gruent with the prevailing con- 
sensus amfwig phil osophers about 
his special interest, the problem of 
induction. 

Then (me day, whfle standing ai 
a blackboard, mm suddenly came 
to his mind an episode from a 
liiackeniy novel, which, after be 
reflected on it. suggested that he 
and the conventional wisdom since 
Hume were mistaken about induc- 
tion. So he set aside the rnanuso^ 

the fruit of his career until then, and 
b^an again. That unsung exaiiqile 
of inteUecnial integrity is amt^ 
Fred’s ftnest works. 

In Fred’s last years he published 
a collection of Im philosophic es- 
says. and he died mortly after re- 
ceiving (but when he was too ill to 
savor) the Festschrift published in 
his honcN' by some former students 
and colleagues. Ihe essays and the 
essa>’i$ts are radial^ ripples 
from Fred's scholarship. 

As he lay dying, we continued 
our lifelong playfulness of quizz- 
ing each other. Whai, I asked, was 
Special Order 191? The man who 
been a boy in Boonesboro 
remembered Lm’s lost order that 
a Union soldier, on the way to 
.Antietam, had found wrapped 
around three cigars. 

One night when the nurse in the 
intensive care unit dimmed the 
lights, I asked, “Who said, ‘The 
lamps are going out all over 
Europe: we shall not see them lit 
again in our lifetime’?” Barely 
audible through an oxygen masl^ 
be said: “Easy. Lord Grey.” Ill- 
ness never dimmed Fred. 

Joseph Epstein, the essayist, 
says that one of death’s draw- 
backs is that it wipes out so much 
reading. Fred several times read 
Wallace Stegner’s magoiftcent 
novel “Angle of Repose,'’ whose 
protagtMiist is a retii^ pressor. 

The title is a technical phrase 
used by mining engineers to de- 
scribe the angle at which sliding 
dirt and debt^ come to resL Mr. 
Stegper’s protagonisL seeing the 
iiresistible metaphor, calls the 
phrase “too good for dirt” and 
“descriptive of human as well as 
detrital resL'’ 

left life as he lived it, 
nobly composed, having reached 
his angle of repose. 

Washington Post Writers Group. 
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THE SMITHSONIAN 
iy INSTITUTION 
. By Gore Vidal. 260 pages, 

.$23. Random House. 

Reviewed by 

Christopher Lehmano-Haapt 

S OMEONE must have been telling 
the truth about T. 

Because he is a 13-year-old matb- 
ftmarirat genivs, he is summoned from 
St Alban's School to the Smithsonian 
Institution on the fine morning of Go(xl 
Friday, 1939. 'There, at the opening of 
Gore Vidal's {Aantasmagoric new nov- 
el, “The Smithsonian Institutioo,” T. 
enters a cockeyed world where ti» ^- 
hibiticKis come to life when the bnilding 
, is closed, wb^ scientists have scanning 
marhines that Can sce into tile and 
• jhe future, and where the chief director, 
.an addled version of Abraham Lincoln, 
reads and weeps over Carl Sandbuig in 
4| the h(^ of understanding his presi- 

“Be careftil,” says one of the guards 

-to T. “Things ain’t alw^s what they 
seem around here.” . 

Things may all seem confiismgly 
'whimsical at first what with T.’s being 
'sreeted by a gossipy Mrs. Benjainm 
Harrison, then nearly eaten for dinner by 
Iroquois Indians going cannibalistic, 
and finally seduced by a sex-starved 
'Squaw who turns out to be Mrs. Grovtf 
Cleveland It is as if the anflror of 
“Burr” “1876” and “Lincoln had 
•pventosed on “Myra Breckinridge.” 

• Yet there is a design in the (qiparent 

• “War clouds are gathering over 
EnroDe “ the nairative ke«>s lepeanng, 
rt -as ifto mock the sort of bngu^e im- 

■■ olyinEfliai humans area t at feidt. 

wSle flunking a bonng algebra test, 
T has made doodles that reveal hm to 

be “a master of quantum pbysi(». As 

T. tells the directors of ti» i^ntution, 
'‘He had an unusual kna^ fw 
numbers into pictures that he could 


stu^ in his head as actions set off re- 
actions.” 

As the narrative describes iL* “Some- 
how the thought of light being elec- 
tromagnetic radiation made a brilliant 
symmetrical jnetare in his brain, and 
thoi be saw how it was done — witii 
more numbers and then more energy and 
the atom itself could be broken to create 
fiirthereoeigy. He could also visualizea 
way to stop the chain reaction.” 

When J. Robert Oppenheimer teams 
of tiiis, he wants to mve a serious talk 
with T. “Weil, you really are the 
prodigy they say you are,” he says. 

Here the plot, already thick, twists 
itself into a pretzel, and Vidal does as- 
tonishing work jtrat keying us oriented 
in his h^ of see-through mirrors. T. 
develops (pialms about helping to create 
the bomb. 

Moreover, at a military exhibition he 

encounters a wax figure tie recogni^ as 
his future s^ and learns that he will the 
(has died) in battle on March t, 1945. He 
feels he most somehow stop the coming 
war. litis presents him witii two new 
probtems to solve: how to travel back in 
time and ^ter history, and how to pick 
the precise event to alter. 

Despite its seeming zattioess, “The 
Smithsonian Institution” is appealing in 
several ways. 

Hrst, there is the simple suspense of 
T.'s adventure: finding the right 

past to change really make a difference? 
Then there is science-fictional il- 
lusion that Vicial successfully creates. 
D^pite a certain amount of mumbo- 
jumbo, you come to believe in tiie nov- 
el’s world of intersecting realities, 
where all time collapses into a (juantum 
present and in^vidnals meet different 
veraions of themselves along the space- 
time c(»tinuum. 

Then there is the vehicle Vidal has 
built for bis commentary on American 
history, which you may bristle at or 
chffT, on your temperament 

and on throughout tiie story, T. 
witii all the presidents and their 


first ladies. Oeveland is reading Allan 
Nevuu’s biography of himself and find- 
ing it splendid despite “a lot of mis- 
takes. ’’Lincoln rambles on, misquoting 
himself. “What a bare be was.” T. 

reflects, “evenif be really was “ 

Althou^ still alive, Ranklin D. 
Rcwsevelt pays a visit ajod defends his 
imperial motives in fitting W(»-Id War 
^ especially when G^ge Washington 
insists that the Japanese were provoked 
to bomb Pearl Harixr. 

JefforsoD, soundiDg, “to T.'s ear, just 
like tile English actor Ronald Colmu in 
‘Lost Horizon,' ” (lebraes Polk. 

“We are Rome, indeed,” T. con- 
cludes. “And our Adieas is long dead.” 
Htetorical jtdee is pil^ upon historical 
joke, none of which will be told here for 
fear of giving away too much of the 
plot 

Rnally, tiiere is the puzzle of T.’s 
identity. He himself of^ one ea^la- 
nation when he leads Dr. Oppenheimer 
to conclncie tiiat he nicknamed himself 
for “tlie T. tiiat reverses the direction of 
motion of all particles,” for “Time it- 
self.” 

But readers of Vi^’s memoir ‘ ‘Pal- 
impsest’ ’ may see in T. fimmy Trimbl^ 
his classmate at 5L Alban’s who died in 
1945 at Iwo Jima and who, Vidal says, 
was the only person he ever love(L 
la “P^mpsest,” Vidal endorses the 
passage in Plato’s “Syn^xisium” 
where Aristt^hanes tells his dinner 
companions that there were once three 
sexes, people shaped like globes: male, 
female and hermaphrodite; they were 
divided by tiie kmg of the gods for 
behaving offensively and have ever after 
sought reunion, to make themselves 
whole again. 

At the heart of “The SmitfascHuan 
Institution” is a dramatization of Ar- 
istO|dianes’ conceiL 
For all the novel’s witty arabesques of 
plot, T.'s passion to make himself whole 
is what finally lends the story its sub- 
stance. 

Nrw York Tones Service 


BRIDGE 


By AJan Tniscott 


Ti- iT ARGIE Gwowizinsky 

^ water rf 

4e United States in the 

showed a baten^ 

ctj^totiiesnongbaraA^ 

heart jack was 

ihetog. andGw^zi^'^ 

South won 

ftMTaMS^nSa 


and lead a ctiub, a 
play that would almost gnar- 
10 tricks since a tiurd- 

NORTH 
ft JJfrS764 
073 

ftJ632 

EAST 
ftQ52 

4Q974 

SOUTH (1^ 
ftAKS 
OAQ8S 
4 aKJ2 

*K5 _ 

fiodi sWes wer® vnlnerable. T* 

hOdltig-. emsi 

Gootb West 

Pass 2 9 

2 NT. P*s® 
j; pass PMS 

West led (lie 1*^ 


WEET 

ft3 

0 J 10 9 6 2 
ft Q 10 7 5 
«A108 


round club ruff would be 
avaDable if necessary. In- 
stead, like tiie declaiers at the 
other Utoles, she cashed the 
ace and king of spades and 
hnmediately regretted it 

But diere was reason to 
rhinir that East was short in 
hearts, for with three or more 
that jiayer would normally 
retain the king. The ace and 
king of diamonds were 
throwing a club from 
dummy, and a diamond was 
ruffed. The closed hand was 
entered with a heart lead and 
the last Esmond was raffed. 
The ending was as shown at 
right 

Now a trump lead forced 
East to t^eak the club suit and 
by playing low South was 
able to seme a club trick and 


make a game that went down 
at other tables. She would 
have failed, however, if West 
had held ace and tmeen 
of clubs, because tiiat player 
would have been in control in 
the ending. 

NORTH 

9- 

O — 
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9 10 9 
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Chip Companies 
In South Korea 


See Savior in 64s 


MudiD&iserD-RAM Chips Offer 
Prospect of Projks for Producers 
Losing Mon^ on OlderProduci 


By Don Kirk 

InUTHOitonal HeraU TrUnau 


S EOUL — A quiet revolutioa is exploding be- 
neath the bland exterior of the desktop computer. 
The era of the l^megabyte D-RAM — dynamic 
random-access memory — chip is quickly fading. The 
world's leading manufacturers of memory chips, most 
of them in South Korea and Japan, are awaiting the 
point at which it will be cheaper to put a single 64- 
megabyte D-RAM inside a computer than to load it up 
with four 16-megabyte chips. 

For South Korea, hit by the double whammy of the 
worst recession since the Korean War and plommedng 
prices of semiconductors worldwide, that point cannot 
come soon enough. 

When the price barrier is crossed, the 64-megabyte 
chip will be used in high-end personal computers to 
free up space and accommodate demands for memory 
from Windows 98 and other new software, said 
Hwang Soong Young, marketing manager of Hyundai 
Electronics Industries Co., a major South Korean chip 
manufactumr. 

With the won worth about 60 percent of its value a 
year ago. South Koreans see a chance to produce the 
coming generation of D-RAM chips at a low cost 



AIT /Commentary 


Handheld PCs: The Cult 


Of Simple Technology 


By Douglas Rushkoff 

fffie York Tmes Senice 


and hours aoising and upgrading a 
monstrosity that doesn’t really do 


I NEVER thought I the type of 
person who would join a cult. But 
1 did. It's not a cult of personality 


anything more for roe than a handheld 
nerso^ digital assistant 


A worker at a Samsung plant in South Korea where 16- and 64-megabyte D>RAM chips are made. 


compared with their Japanese comMtiiors, if only they 
can beat their competitors to world markets. 


can beat their competitors to world markets. 

Korean manufactuiers are now losing money 
on memory products,” said Choi Hye Bum, an analyst 
with the Korean Semiconductor Industries Associ- 
ation. “They've experienced a 70 percent decline in 
two ^ears. They have to move to the 64-megabyte to 
survive.” 

Samsung Electronics Co., still producing more 
memory chips than any oAer company in the world 
despite mounting losses from the 16-megabyte chip, is 
batding Corp. of Japan, the second-largest maker 

of memoiy chips, in of profiting again from 
semiconductors by next year. 

“We’re ahead of our conqMtitors by about one 
year.” said Chung Eui Yong, Samsung’s marketing 
director. ” We are already pn^ucing 8 million units of 
64- megabyte chips a month. We hope high-density 
demand will increase beginning in April.” 

It's a matter of simple mathematics. 

The price of a 16-megabyte chip on the spot market 
has fallen from S30 at its p^ two years ago to slightly 
below S.1 today. The pri^ of a 64-mega^e chip has 
fallen from about $ 1 00 when it was introduced two years 


ago to around $ 1 S. At the point ai which one 64 costs less 
than four 16s, say manufacturers, mass-producers of 
computers will abandon the 16. 

By this autumn, many manufacturers say, most 
personal computers will rtratinely use the 64-xnega- 
byte ^RAM. 

Plans call for lines at Samsung plants in South 
Korea and at its new S700 million plant in Austin. 
Texas, to be uinung out 20 million ^megabyte D- 
RAM chips a month by the end of the year. 


I N THEIR race with the Japanese, South Korean 
manufacturers uow have one advantage: the de- 
preciation of the won that has battered the coun- 
try’s economy also makes their products more com- 
petitive. And these manufacturers, who produce 38 
percent of the world's semiconductors, need all the 
edge the}' can muster against Japan's leading chip- 
m^rs — NEC, Toshiba Corp., Fujitsu Ltd., Hitachi 
Ltd. and Mitsubishi Electric Corp., which account for 
40 percent of the chips on die market 
l^C, already producing 5 millio n 64-megabyte D- 
RAM cUps a month at plants in Hiroshima, Japan, and 
in Scotland, is building a plant in Shanghai and will 
begin producing 64s there in February. 

Like its South Korean rivals. NEC would like to 
drop the 16-megabyte D-RAM as soon as possible 
even though it is producing 11 million of themamooth 
right now. 

“We are not making money at the 16-megabyte D- 
RAM level,'* an NEC spokesman, Astmi Bridgman, 
said. "We get much more value out erf the 64-^ga- 
byte D-RAM.” 


Attaints caution, however, against high hopes for 
the 6^m^abyte ir^c buil^ South Korean compa- 
nies, which idy on memoiy chips for 85 percent of 
dieir business, still face the prospect of losses. 

* ’The 64-megabyte D-RAM is not going to lesimect 
the industry to the extent that the 1 6-roegabyte D-RAM 
was able to do eaxiy in its cycle,” Heylex, an 
analyst for the research company Dataquest,said. 
be a big boost for K(x«an manufacturers, but they still 
need drversiiication into the oon-memoiy business.” 

Aldioug^ Samsung ranked first in semiconductor 
p^uedon last year, it ranked seventh in sales, with S6 
billion. Intel Corp., focusing on nonmemory chips, led 
semiconductor manufacturers with S21.1 billion in 
sales, more than twice that of seventh-ranked NEC, 
whose sdes totalal $10.7 billitm. LG Semicon Corp., 
the only other Korean semiconductor manufacturer in 
the top 20, ranked 19tfa witij sdes of S2.1 billion. 

Cost-cutting, though, compromises the South 
KcKeans* chances to profit &om the 64-megal^te 
market. LG Semicon is three months behind in con- 
structioo of a semicondDCftx' plant in Wales and will 
not have it ready until 1999. Hyundai has suspended 
plans for a plant in Scotland and is far behind in 
opening a plant in Eugene, Oregon. 

How long will it be before the 64, like the 1 6, and the 
4 diat preceded ^ is histoiy? Already. Samsung and 
NEC are producing d« next |eneradoo of memory 
chips, the 128, in lij^ted quantities. 

”We sampled the 128-roegabyie D-RAM in early 
March,” said Mr. Chung of Samsung. ”We will start 
producing tisem in May. We expect the volume to 
increase.'' 


Deciphering a Misunderstood Language: Java 


By Stephen Manes 

Nc*' K'ri Times Stn'icr * ' 


N ew YORK — These are heady 
limes for the programming lan- 
guage called Java, what with 
Sun Microsystems Inc., Java’s proud 
parent, and Microsoft Corp. publicly 
squabbling over its use and future. But 
computer users may wonder what it 
means to them. 

The answer in the short run is, not 
much. As the latest hot computer lan- 
guage. Java has its share of fanatics, 
whipped into something of a religious 
frenzy by Sun’s loud marketing claims 
and anti-Microsoft posturing. But much 
of Java's promise has yet to be ftiUilJed. 
and users can be phoned for neither 
knowing nor caring whai language is 
behind the software that sometimes 
does their bidding. 

Although Java is often said to be 
aimed at supplanting operating systems 
like Windows, that is true only in a very 
narrow sense. At least for now, Java is 
not an operating system and caimot per- 
form such traditional system functions 
as sending characters to a screen, doc- 
uments to a printer or files to a bard 
drive. Its lies instead in its value 
as a “platform” upon which program- 
mers can build their edifices of c^e. 

Its potential threat to operating sys- 
tems like Windows is that programs 
written in Java can run on different 
kinds of machines, which might con- 
ceivably make operating systems less 
important someday. Java-based pro- 
grams are designed to run not on a 
specific type of computer, but rather a 
“Java virtual machine” that is built of 
software and in theory worics the same 
way everywhere. 

When a program runs, the virtual 
machine (most commonly built into a 
Web browser) translates the program 
into terms the real machine can un- 
derstand. The result is that if a virtual 


machine exists for a real one, Java pro- 
, Ingrams ]r- 

*' ’Hiis IS n'oianew idea. A ’fimwrsaT’ 
operating system called the “p-system’ ’ 
once ran oo many machines big and 
small and competed with Microsoft's 
DOS on the origmai IBM Personal Com- 
puter. In bygone days. Microsoft itself 
used the technique to develop its top 
application programs, writing its soft- 
ware lo run on a vinual machine tuned 
for incompaiibie com- 
puters bearing logos like 
Commodore, Atari. Apple 
and Texaa Instruments. 

Hie appre^h § 

foundered. Thanks to the r- 

overhead involved in in- f 
terpreting them, programs 
develop^ this way al- 
most invariably ran 
slower than those meant f ( 

for a specific machine. W 

To make certain the i 


e.xpensive desktop computer. As a head- 
Un< jXi,,(berJavaspft Web site roads, “It 
works cverywhcie."' 

But the text just below that headUne 
amends that thou^t to “just about 
everywhere,” and tests in the current 
issue of rc Magazine reveal just how 
wide the gap between “everywhere” 
and “just about” can be. 

Using several different virtual ma- 
chines, including those found in Web 
browsers for Windows. 
Macintosh and Sun com- 
■ puteis, 12 programs cer- 

tified as “100 Perceni 
Pune Java” ran properly 
only 64 percent of the 
I time. Tlie magazine re- 
/ ported that “no single en- 
y vironmentwasabletoron 


age the writing of programs that work, 
only on Windows. Tto threatBos^q, 
“run anywhere’ ’ concept 
Java offers many technical advant- 
ages that prograrooKTS genuinely like. 
Educatiooki institutions and companies 
from IBM to the tiniest startups have 


.^1 did. It's not a cult of personality 
but of technology. It’s the cult of the 
Palm Pilot — a simple handheld com- 
puter and operating system that -now 
accounts for more Than 60 percent of 
■ the giob^ “personal digital assist- 
. ant” mariceL 

Most religioQs cults attract dis- 
gruntled and disillusiODed members of 
'more -cxganized religions. Alienated 
by ingHnitjonfllir-iri nn of spiritu- 
al’, they flee to smaller groups 
vthae their lelatiooship to God seems 
more dit^ and the nature of the uni- 
verse dcDtystified. Likewise, 
tile tnembm of my cult had ^ 
becone disenchant^ with the / 
increasingly inscrutable world I 
of the ?C. Many of us had \ i 
already sold our souls to the \ * 
deviLsuneoderingourMacin- /. — 
toshes for the seemingly glob- ^ 
al compatibility of Windows. 

Qd^y caught in an endless cycle 
of upgrades, we became slaves to our 
machines. The xncse opaque they got, 
the less we understood about what we 
were doing. The tiny Palm Pilot, made 
by 3Com Crap., reminiscent of the 
N^ten^ Co.*s Gametxty, is a mraio- 
chrome and essentially text-only com- 
puter with at most two megabytes of 
random-access memory. There is no 
hard drive, not even a place for a floppy 
disk. You enter text by writing or tap- 
' ping a little picture of a k^brard. 

Still, it is not nearly as convenient 
as a g<»nitine laptop, or as featured or 
as ergonomic. Th^ why the cult? 

I Sd not understand this myself 
ontit I pat my demo unit into its cradle 
so tfakt it conld “synchronize” its 
data with the records and riles on ray 
huge desktop PC. With a bleep, the 
Pahn Pilot wrestled my entire com- 
puter to the mau sucked out the data 
and bleeped its thanks. 

Better still, the Palm PUot's simple 
and transparent operating system has 
encouraged thousands of young soft- 
ware developers to create programs 
for it — often distributed for fr». 

It was just like in the good old days, 
when the uansparency of DOS or the 
early Apple system allowed novice 
programmers easy entry: today it is 
the independent developers who are 
pushing the Palm Pilot to its limits, 


personu digital assistant 

Sure, it’s nice to have a keyboard, 
and 1 like a big monitor. But the ma- 
chine and its operating system have 
becone so unwieldy that no laypetson 
knows to program for it anymore 
on ly the high priests. The RalmPflot 

exposed tiieinefriciency of my desktop 

and the nightmare tiiat Windows has 
become. Now, hundreds of thousands 
of people are wak^ up from the same 
drram and forming grassroerfs com- 
munities around this accessible plat- 
form. They have the same passion and 
z^otry of the original Mi^heads. 

A movement is under way to trans- 
late the Gutraibeig a 

huge coUection of pulrfic-do- 
^ main texts ranging from Ar- 

£jl istotle to RG.WelU, into free, 

fjj Piloi-coiiipatible files. 

Many Web-site designees 
have begun sinqilifyirig tbeir 
^ interfaces so that ti»y can be 

accessed from the primitive 
but spunky little browsers tiiat run on 
the I^t. In short, the Pahn Pilot is 
forcing ns U> reassess our priraities in 
«-nmpiiring . L foT ooe, am better for it 
Microsoft however, is aware of 
this new threat to its uncontested rule 
and is releasing its own version of a 
palm con^ter. 

Though it may look and feel like a 
Palm Pilot. [ say it is time we draw our 
line in the sand. 


I F MICROSOFT S track record 
gives us any indication of where it 
win attempt to lead us, Microsoft's 
entry into the palm-confuting mar- 
ket will only serve to increase our 
dependence on the Windows system. 
What begins as open architecture will 
eventually become as opaque and un- 
penetrable as Windows 95 or 98. 

But keep the faith. If we demon- 
strate our commitment to the Palm 
Pilot, Microsoft will have to submit to 
our bidding. Get ready for its on- 
slaught of standardization assaults. ' 
Even if we lose, and the Palm Pilot is 
wiped out by what will surely be a 
more colorful and better-marketed per- 
soral digital assistant, let us not forget 
this brief moment in computing history 
when real people undcraood the code. 
And rememb^ Every gi^ cult has 
gained strength from being perse- 
cuted. 


lined up behind it, maJdng it certain to 
play a major role in the rotuie of soft- 


programs ran every- a II 

where, programmers ten- Mm 

ded to adopt least-com- 
mon-deoominator 
standards, avoiding ma- 
chines' newest features. And the ability 
to develop once for a broad variety of 
different machines became unimportant 
once DOS and Windows came to dom- 
inate the market. 


T imes change. The rise of the 
Internet, the increase in pro- 
cessing power and memory dens- 
ity and the arrival of a plediora of in- 
compatible computing and 
communications devices like tele- 
phones and pocket organizers made (he 
idea of universal compatibility worth 
another look. 

In theory, if you download a little 
Java applet to ch^kyour stock portfolio 
from your computer, you might also do 
the same on your ceU phone. A cheap 
terminal might take the place of an 
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g every program success- 

It is little wonder that 
prog ramming wags long 
ago modified Sun’s brUtle 
cry, “Write once, run 
anywhere,” to “Write 
Au.pr..unibns once, debug every- 
where." 

Developing for a oue-size-rits-all vir- 
tual mactune instead of a real one re- 
mains problematic. 

PC Magarine's report included 
screen shots revealing that some pro- 
grams displayed things properly on one 
machine but garbled or omitted text ou 
others. The report also raised the classic 
question of the right mouse button ou a 
two-button mouse: Because Macin- 
toshes don't offer one, must Java de- 
velops avoid using it to avoid in- 
troducing incompatibilities? 

Java programs of^ exhibit the per- 
formance problems that have been com- 
monplace with virtual mactune archi- 
tectures. The simple Java-based menu 
on the JavaSoft site, for example, takes 
much longer to load and reappears more 
slowly than die standard non-Java one 
that appes by default. 

Even in Son’s own house of Java, 
there are several different levels of pur- 
ity. A program diat nms on a cell phone 
can be expected to run properly on a big 
computer, but a program that works on a 
big compuier wtil not necessarily work 
on the phone. 


play a major role in the mture of soft- 
ware developmcDL 

But no language is a panacea, and 
Java-based programs for general users 
remain sca^. 

As Web designers who switched 
from sluggish Java animations to faster 
techn^ues discovered, the malleable 
world of software offers many ways to 
accomplish a given goal. Until Java 
lives up to more of its claims, whether a 
program uses it or not is about as im- 
portant as the logo oo a coffee cup. 


'tdarinxlbbks kddhuncbw^r 
applications for the platform — aU 
available in an easy download from 
the Internet It was while download- 
ing a Palm raoi e-mail program, in 
fact, that the ^ence of the cult made 
itself apparent to my unworthy 
senses; whole program down- 
loaded in less than two seconds. 

JwassnreJhadmadeamistaJce. bui. 
no. That was the entire piece of soft- 


' ^’SSugf^^ushkoff is an author and 
consuluau on computer and "Gen- 
eration X” issues. 


Related sites on the Internet: 


ware — less than a couple of hundred 
kilobytes. Frankly, it does just about 


everything that the latest version of 
Microsoft Corp.'s gvgantuan e-maij 
program does — witii less tinkering. 

That was when it hit me: 1 have 
been spending thousands of dollars 


InformatioD on Palm Pilot is at; 
yi’ww.pilotgear.com 
n’w'w.pitorfaq.com 
Other makers of handheld PCs can 
be found at: 

^ www.casio.com/htntl/productsl 
han^ldpc.html 
www.psion.com/computersl 
inde.x.htrrU 
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• SURFS UP, OR AT LEAST 
THE. PRICE: Barely two years after 
exploding on the scene, cbe^ Internet 
access is quickly going the way of the 
10-cent i»y-irfioae caJi in the United 
States. AT&T Corp. on Tuesday be- 
came die latest la^e provider of Internet 
service to scrap its fiat $19.95 monthly 
fee for uniiuuied access, joining an in- 
dustry move to stem the surge of users 
straining the global network. 

The action follows a similar pullback 
by IBM's Internet service that took effect 
Wednesday — the same day America 
Online Inc. raised its fee for unlimited 
access by $2, to $21.95 a rzxNith. Mi- 
crosoft Corp. said Tuesday it would raise 
its nranthly rate fra unhmhed use of 
WebTV, which enables people to cruise 
the Internet on their television sets, to 
$24.^ from $1995 as of June 1. 

The moves reverse a trend started in 
1996, when $19.95 a month became the 
accepted rate of admittance to a worry- 


increasing competition in E*Trade's 
primary business — enabling people to 
buy and sell stocks via the InteroeL 
More than 50 sites allow investors to 
trade stocks or mutual funds. Rivals 
such as Ameritrade Holding Corp. 
charge as little as $8 a trade, far less than 
E*Trade's lowest rate of $14.95. 

(Bloomberg) 


• INTEL PLAYING CATCH- 
UP?: A chip developed by Intel Corp. 
aimed at the sub-$l,000 personal-com- 
puter market is not as f^t at running 




free Web-surfing experience. Today, 
many of the rouehly J900 Internet ser- 


$38.26 




+19.76 


Europe 

Morgan Stanley 

Eurotec 


A nd Java programs cannot do 
some rather important things, 
like printing, at aU until tire next 
version of the language comes alo^, 
with a slevr of new fearures and in- 
compaubUities. Sun predicts that will 
h^jpen late this summer. 

Forms of Java from comp^tors 
threaten to ondermiiie comp^bility 
even further. Microsoft’s version de- 
liberately ranits two significant aspects 
of the “standard” version and adds new 
ftmctioQs in a way designed to encour- 


554.59 




+43.97 
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1,736.01 




iouroe; Moigan Sran/ey, Bbomberg News 


For technology article from the past week, see the Technology Index on 
the IHVs World V\Me Web site at http'/Aivww.iht.com. Articles indude: 


many of the roughly Internet ser- 
vice providers in the United States still 
sell unlunited access. But few are mak- 
ing money, and nearly all are struggling 
to cope with bottlenecks diat make it 
tough to get cm-line during peak hours 
and (telay the exchange of ^es and e- 
moil across the (niemet. 

With some Internet providers, “20 to 
40 percent of the uaffic comes from 2 to 
4 praceni of the population,' ’ said Brian 
Oakes, an industry analyst with Lehi^ 
Brothers Inc, Starting May 1, AT&T 
will charge 99 cents for every hour that 
people spend on-line after die ISO 
hours a month, in addition to die$19.95 
fee. AT&T, with 1.2 million customers, 
is the largest U.S. provider of Internet- 
only service. fAP) 



IlKlPiH 
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Canon Inc.’s PowerShot AS, die world’s snaallest^^lSi^'di^ 
camera, which is scheduled to go on sale for 74,800 yen ($560) on April 20. 


Intel Begins Transibon As Grave Quits 
AsCEO itar.27 

Sfficon Gfaphks to Post 'SIgniRcant' Loss 
Mar. 28-29 

Britain and Germany Press Pans lo 
Privatize Aero^tele Hw. 31 


* Den Sets Sights on China’s PC Market uar. 3i 

* Boeing and CSA Get StaKe in C^zech Jet- 
maker Mar. 31 

* AT&T Soaps UnUmhed Net Access Apr. i 

* Japan Firms lo Cut Output of D-RAMs Apr. i 


Tbreach TIBiTeBh editors or to oonunant on IHT technology ooveiage send 

e-i7iatftoinbtechOihLcom. , ^ 

ImcnBimal Herald Tnbuoc 


Related Internet sites: 
Java One conference at: 
www.java.sun.com/ 
Javaone 

PC Magazine’s Java ar- 
ticle is at: 

www.zdnet.com/pcmagl 

features/javc^l 

inde.x/html 





• C^'BERMORTGAGES ON 
COMMAND: E*Trade Group Inc. 
signed a three-year agreement with 
closely held E-Loan Inc. to sell mon- 
gages through a jointly branded Web 
site. The service will allow E*TVade 
customers to go to a site tl^ compares 
currem mortg^es with majket rates, 
shop for low prices and apply fora loan. 
E-loan will provide customer service 
and process requests. Terms of the 
agreement were not disclosed. 

The move into mortgages reflects the 


applications as some of its clone com- 
petitors, according to tests performed by 
the computer magazine PC World. 


The chip, called Celeroo, is expected 
to be introduced April 15, but PC World 


said it had obtained a pre-production 
personal computra witii a Celeron chip 
running at a speed of 266 megahertz. 

“PC World completed the first road 
tests of the processor, which indicate that 
Intel's rivals are still ahead in both price 
and perforoiance,” PC World said. 

Bill Snyder, senior news editor at PC 
World, said that while the chip ran at its 


their words.” (Reuters) 

• ON-LINE DAYDREAMS: Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney Inc. has dismissed 
two high-ranking members of its stock- 
research department in New York for 
allegedly sharing pornographic material 
on toeir office con^mters, according m 
newspaper reports. . . . . 

A memo mat circulated within Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney said tfaeempkty^ 
had been fir^ for breaking ‘ 

the electronic transnussion of onen- 


expected speed, its perfonnance run- 
ning software applications was slower 
than that of rival chips developed by 
Advanced Micro E)evices loc. and 
Cyrix Corp., a unit of National Semi- 
conductor Corp. 

“We don’t know what the magazine 
has in terms of a test system,” said 
Howard High, an Intel spokesman, who 
added that tiie company h^ seen “his- 
torically” that “a number of publica- 
tions get pre-production products, and 
when the real product comes out, they 
wind up having to recant and reposition 
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BEST COMMUNICATION PRODUCT 

AWARD AT CEBIT 98 

ALCATEL INTERNET SCREENPHONE 


« The awarded product in each of the four catego- 
ries was selected from more than 1 300 entries pre- 
sented at CeBrr '98, It was our aim to award those 
of which we expect to have a major impact on the 
future of the computer and communications world. » 

Mr Rainer Grabowski, 

Editor in Chief of CHIP Magazine. 



« I am very proud of this award which recognizes 
Alcatel's vision of end4oend Internet solutions; 
from the most powerful Infernet^eady switches in 
the world, to leading edge ADSL access systems, 
to Internet terminals for everyone at anytime. » 

Mr Serge TCHURUK, 
Chief Executive Officer, Alcatel 


The Alcatel Internet screenphone will provide easy-to-use 
and affordable access to internet services, as easily as using a phone. This compact product 
integrates a colour VGA touch-screen, a retractable keyboard, a smartcard reader and 
ingredients required for plug-and-play access to Internet. It is based on pJava™, the latest thin-client 
software suite from SunMicrosystemls™, thus meeting al! Internet standards. 
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“Speed Compofiy 


http://www.alcatel.com 
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isiered iTpdt imrlu (tom SunMieiesysiains Ine. Alcoiel to o registered trade moxlc From Alcatel Aisthom SA. OlIP to a ragtotered trade mark erf Vogel VMlog und Druck GmbH. CeBIT is o registered trade mark of Deutsch Mesae GmbH. 
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or Clinton, a Last Brush With Slavery Before Leaving Africa 


By R.W. Apple Jr. 

Nn' YoHi Tunes Senice 


ABORONE. Botswana — The last 
of President Bill Clinton’s 12>day 
to Africa will be a visit to Goree 
on 'hiursday afternoon, just be- 
he boards Air Force One for the 
I back to Washington, 
was on Goree, a speck in the At- 
ic Ocean off the coast of Senegal, 
millions of Africans spent their last 
on the continent, chained to walls 
underground cubicles, before 
nning the ghastly, and for many 
[. voyage to the New World, 
the weighing room of the Slave 
. men's muscles were examined, 
n*s breasts measured and chil- 
's teeth checked. Then they were 
ned to what was considered an ideal 
ping weight — 140 pounds (64 kilo- 
is ) for men. Those who failed to meet 
pecifications were fed to the sharks. 
It. Clinton's visit, frau^t with 
nching emotional symbolism, will 
to a climax the politics of conuiticm 
las practiced in Africa. Although his 
has bmn on the continent's hinire, 
tally the hope that political and 


economic reform will make possible an 
increase in U.S. trade and investment 
bens, he has apologized for what he_ 
depicted as excessive focus on Cold War 
imperatives in past U.S. relationships 
with African nations. He has also apol- 
ogized for U.S. inattention to Africa. 

But he has not explicitly apologized to 
Africans for sfaveiy, as 
NEWS some African-Aroeri- 

A WATVCic cans would like him to. 
ANALiaia 

spokesman. Mike McCuny, has b^n 
asked repeat^ly about the subject and 
replied that the United States long ago 
made clear by word and deed that it 
conside^ slavery repugnant 
As he seeks in the months ahead to mU 
bis policy of greater en^gement with 
Africa to Congress, business and the 
American public, Mr. Clinton needs the 
backing not only of black voteia but also 
of white moderates and conservatives. 
His efforts to increase aid to and trade 
with Africa would not be helped by a 
debate over apologizing for the benefits 
the United States derived from slavery or 
even paying reparations to modem Af- 
rican-Americans, as some have asked. 
“Going back to the time before we 


linton Pumps Up the Illume 


Reuters 

DAKAR. Senegal — When Bill 
[linion pulls out his hearing aids, look 
Jt' 

Tlie president relaxed for his long 
light from Botswana to Senegal on 
|uesday by spreading about 100 corn- 
act disks on his d^k on .Air Force 
fne. 

He put into his boombox a CO of 
>ngs by Paul Robeson and turned it 
b loud, having removed the hearing 
ids that he uses to compensate for 


slight hearing loss. “Mrs. Clinton 
came in and said, ‘BUI, would you 
please turn that down?' " said the 
White House spokesman. MichaeJ 
McCuny. 

He described the scene as “Uke 
being in a dorm room." 

“He must have at least 100 CDs up 
there,'’ Mr. McCuny said. “He brings 
some of his collection with him when 
he travels. And he gets a lot of things 
from Chelsea,' ' the Clintons' college- 
age daughter. 


EBANON: Israel Clears a Pullout Plan 


Continued from Page 1 

'hak Mordechai, a former military 
unander in southern Lebanon, and 
Ekfense Ministry's coordinator for 
anon. Uri Lubran, has generated 
siderably more political momentum 
I any previous such attempt 
Ir. Mordechai has traveled to France 
the United States for extensive talks, 
there have been reports of coven 
tacts with Lebanese officials. Mr. 
rdechal has also met with Antoine 
ad, commander of the South Leb- 
&e Army, to reassure him that his 
:es will not be abandoned by Israel, 
to gamer his support 
yria and Iran, Hezbollah's major 
nsors. have taken the nutter sen- 
ly enough to hold several high-level 
;iings with Lebanese leaders. 

1 contrast to Syria's resistance, re- 
ons from Iran have been mixed. The 
lian foreign minister, Kama! Khar- 
, was quoted in Beirut on Monday as 
mg that if Israel withdrew from 
them Lebanon, “the goals of the 
stance will have been achieved." 
lezboUah has insisted that it is fight- 
only to oust Israel from Lebanon, but 
leaders have stopped well short of 


BRIEFLY 


Kocharyan Wins 
^noff in Armenia 

YEREVAN. Armenia — Prime 
Minister Robert Kocharyan was de- 
iared the winner of the presidential 
jnoff election Wednesday, but his 
hallenger refused to accept the result 

The Organization for Security and 
looperation in Europe said ^ere had 
een some instances of fraud in the 
lection Monday but did not question 
ie outcome. 

Some of the 150 observers that the 
rgaMization fielded criticized the re- 
on as too soft and said the level of 
raud they had witnessed could have 
ffected the result 

The camp of Karen Demirchyan, 
ie nuuier-up, disputed the organi- 
ation's finding. 

“How many abuses and instances of 
raud do there have to be for the le- 
itimacy of the election to be in ques- 
lon?" asked Mr. Demirchyan 's cam- 
aign chief, Armen Khachatarian. 

He said Mr. Demirchyan would use 
II legal means to contest the result 

With almost all votes counted, Mr. 
Cocharyan, 43, the acting head of state 
ince the resignation in February of 
*resident Levon Ter-Petrosyan, had 
•9.3 percent of the vote, compared 
with 40.7 percent for Mr. Demiicby- 
n, who once ran Armenia as its Soviet 
Tommunist leader. 

A spokesman for Mr. Kochary^ 
Vghvan Vartanyan, proclaimed vic- 
ory. saying. “We have won and won 
ly a big margin.” [Reuters) 

Communists Shmo 
Gain in Ukraine Mite 


KIEV — The strong showing by the 
ronunuoists in Ukraine's parliamen- 
aiy elections should force the couo- 
ly 's leaders to ca^ out reforms more 
■ffectively. an aide to President Le- 
toid Kuch^ said Wednesday. 

With nearly all the votes fr^ Sun- 
lay's balloting counted, the Commu- 
lisi Party was set to occupy more than 
. quarter of the 450 seats in P^- 
iamem. Other lefrists who capitalized 
>n falling living standards in their 
•ampalgns also fared well. 

Mr. Kuchrna's administration chief, 
fevhen Kushna^v, said, “A mean- 
ngfol quantity of people voted against 
he poor lives they lead today, and this 


is a good warning for those conducting, 
a policy of nrfonns in this country." 

Since his election four years ago. 
Mr. Kuchma's promised reforms have 
been slowed by his deadlock with 
Parliament and bureaucratic resis- 
tance within the executive branch. 

But Ukraine's economic decline 
has been slowing, and the govenunent 
says that this year will bring the first 
growth since the fonner Soviet re- 
public gained independence in 1991. 

(AP) 

5 Sentenced to Die 
In Guatemala City 

GUATEMALA CITY ~ Five men 
were sentenced to death and six wom- 
en received 50 years in prison each for 
kidnapping a businessman and his 8- 
year-old son. 

The sentences, imposed Monday, 
are pan of an effort to attack rising 
crime in GuaremaJa. 

The defendants were found guilty 
of seizing Juan Enrique Corzo de la 
Cerda his son, Luis Pedro, on 
AprU 18, 1996. 

The son was freed after eight days 
to deliver to authorities his father’s 
finger, which the kidowpers bad am- 
putated as a warning. The father was 
released thiee weeks later after several 
ransom payments. fAP) 

Mexico Grounds 
US.'Made Copters 

MEXICO CITY — The govern- 
ment has grounded 72 .i ging heli- 
copters donated by the United States 
for the war on drugs, saying the aircraft 
were unsafe. 

The Defense Ministry said Tuesday 
it had ordered the UH-IH helicopters 
to stay on the ground until officials 
could determine the cause of mechan- 
ical failures. 

“To protect the safety of the crew 
and passengers," the ministry said, 
the 72 helicopters “will remain on the 
ground until we establish the nature of 
mechanical failures that cause acci- 
dents and a way to fix them.” 

The minisiiy did not say whether 
there bad been an accident recently. 
Recent media reports, however, have 
suggested the helicopters were de- 
livered in poor condition and often 
needed major repairs. {Reuters) 


were even a nation, European-Amer- 
icans received the ^its of the slave 
trade,” Mr. Clinton said in Mukono. 
Uganda, in his most explicit comments 
on the issue so far. “We were wrong in 
that as well, although I must say, if you 
look at the remarkable del^adon we 
have here from Confess, from our cab- 
inet and administration, and from the 
citizens of America, you can see tiiere 
are many distinguished African-Amer- 
icans who are in that delegation who are 
nuking America a better place today.’ * 
Clinton returned to the subject in 
a weekend interview, released Tuesday, 
with correspondents for black-orieniM 
news organizaticMis. “Most of my Af- 
rican-American friends and advisers 
don't believe that we should get into 
what was essentially a press stoiy about 
wbedier there should be an apology for 
slavery in America," he said. 

‘ ‘They think that that’s what the 1 3th, 
14th and 15th Amendment was. they 
think that’s what the Civil Rights 
Amendment was, and they think we 
ne«l to be looldog toward the ftinire. 

The facts of slavery are cotnplex, as are 
the reactions of Afirican-Aniericans to 
effwts to bring it into discussions of mod- 
em U.S. policy toward African nations. 

It was not only European slave traders 
and ship captains who profit^ for three 
centuries from the shipment of Africans 
to the United States, tiie West Indies and 
South American countries such as Braril 
(where many voyages from Goree 
ended). Arab agents played a major role, 
os did African cbiefs and clan leaders, 
especially In the territories stretching 
south fr^ mo^m Senegal and then 
eastward in West Africa to present-day 



fjiilJ.lti* hink-.V-U' 


The president of Senegal, Abdou Diouf, and Bill Clinton reviewing an honor guard on Wednesday in Dakar. 


Nigeria and beyond. 

African leaders, sorely tempted by 
piquets introduce to tiie continent by 
^iropeans, sold their people into bond- 
age for ci<^ be!^. tobacco, firearms 
and especially cl^p liquor. It was the 
b anning of tiie plunder of Africa’s 
riches the outside world, starting with 

the most basic — its human resources. 

Mr. Clinton'sadviseis. notably the Af- 
rican-A/nericans among them, have ex- 
pressed conflicting views the relev- 
ance of slavery to his trip. The Reverend 
Jesse Jackson, a ^>ecial presidential en- 


voy to Africa, took traveling reporters to 
task for what be described as their failure 
to appreciate the emotioital links of Af- 
rican-Americans to their homeland and to 
the experience of slavery*. 

He said Madeleine Albright's trip last 
September to the Prague ghetto where 
her parents had been interned by Nazis 
was far more widely noted than the trip 
of the Clinton entourage to the castle in 
.^ccra. Ghana, once nsed lo protect slave 
traders. For people like himself. Trans- 
portation Secretary Rodney Slater and 
Labor Secretarv .Alexis Herman. Mr. 


Jackson said. "It was a big ernouonal 
day." and that had been missed. 

He also outlined an unusually Afro- 
centric view of American history, con- 
tending that the Reverend Martin Luther 
King Jr. had more to do with modem 
democracy than Thomas Jefferson. 

Susan Rice, the assistant secretary of 
state for African affairs, sal glowering 
through much of Mr. Jackson’s briefing: 
When her mm came she comment^, 
“As an .African-American. I would like 
to say that I think slaver}' is largely 
irrelcvanr to what we are about here." 


Crossroads for U.S. in Search for Mideast Peace 


By Steven Erlai^er 

Netf yjfi Times Senice 


formally pledging to lay down their arms 
if Israel pulls out 

Mr. Mordechai's plan is for a ne- 
gotiated pullout, in which the Lebanese 
Army would assume responsibility for 
security along Israel's border, and other 
countries, such as the United States and 
France, would provide some further 
guarantees for Israel's security. 

It was Mr. Mordechai who first sug- 
gested that Israel might accept Reso- 
lution 425. A month ago, Mr. Netanyahu 
endorsed the suggestion. 

But the plan came under intense attack 
from Ariel Sharon, the hawkish Minister 
of Infrastructures. Mr. Sharon prc^xised 
an alternative plan, under which Israel 
would unilatoally withdraw in stages, but 
on the understanding that if there was any 
attack on Israel the army would return, 
and would strike at such Lebanese targets 
as water reservous or power plants. 

The army command reirortedly re- 
sisted both plans, Mr. Moraechai's be- 
cause it would raise false hopes, and Mr. 
Sharon's because U would risk bringing 
Israel into a full-scale war with Syria. 
The army's position, which reportedly 
has support from (he United States, is 
that a solution to Lebanon can come only 
through a peace agreement with Syria. 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. Middle 
East negotiator. Dennis Ross, has re- 
mmed to Washington after another not- 
quite-ftitile trip, leaving the Clinton ad- 
ministration with a set of difficult 
choices. 

Does President Bill Clinton decide to 
continue down ftime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu's preferred path of 
minor concessions, modest prog^s and 
high tension, sending Mr. Ross back to 
the Middle East yet again, or change tack 
and try to put re^ pressure on the parties 
and go public with tire administration's 
views? 

Mr. Ross made some headway with 
Mr. Netanyahu and the Palestinian leader. 
Yasser Ai^ai especially on how a third 
Israeli redeployi^t might be decided 
and on how to tumdle a possible ‘’time- 


out" on Israeli settlement activi^. 

But Secretary of State Madeleine Al- 
bright said 'n^day that “it's not nearly 
enough" fcK’ a breakthrough in the Is- 
raeli-Palestinian impasse, and the very 
nature of the process — slow, tense and 
exceedingly incremental — gives no 
easy answer the Clinton adminisira- 
— tiem's Middle Eastern 
NEWS dilemma. 

AN.ALYSIS , stalemate is 

damaging not only Is- 
rael’s position in the Middle East, but 
Washington 's, too. in a period when Iran 
policy is in fiux and Iraq remains a crisis 
that, at best, is only in abeyance. 

‘ ‘Don't believe those who say there Is 
a peace process; that's not the situ- 
ation,” Albright told American 
Jewish leaders in a (Miefing on Friday, 
according to notes on her cw. 

“There is a real problem, and the 
United States is losing its credibility 


TERROR: Alert Ordered After Killing 


Continued from P^e 1 

rity.” But behind the blaze of rhetoric, 
the circumstances of Mr. ShariTs death 
remained mysterious. 

A Pitiestinian autopsy reportedly 
found that he had been soot twice in the 
chest and once in the leg about tiiree 
hours before the cor blew up. 

But Defease Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai of Israel, who went on television 
to deny emphatically any link by Israeli 
authorities to the killing, suggested that 
Mr. Sharif might have been killed by a 
bomb he was rigging in the car or per- 
haps by members of the Palestinian se- 
curity forces. 

“Muhyiaddui Sharif is a murderer, 
one of the greatest criminals and ter- 
rorists,” Mr. Mordechai said. 

“He was responsible for many ter- 
rorist attacks, but we were not involved 
in this matter." 


Israeli securiiy forces narrowly 
missed capturae Mr. Sharif when they 
raided his family’s home in East Je- 
rusalem in July 1995. 

The Israelis demolished the house in 
March 1996 after tlie string of suicide 
attacks that followed the assassination of 
Mr. Ayyash. 

Hamas carried out four bombings 
then, and the attacks were widely cred- 
ited with helping Mr. Netanyahu defeat 
the dovish incumbent prime minister. 
Shimon Peres, in the elections held in 
May 1996. 

Sharif was to be buried Thursday 
in Ramallah. Thousands are expected to 
attend the ftineraL 

“Muftyiaddin is gone, but someone 
else will take his place." said his broth- 
er, Ibrahim. "Yahya Ayyash went, and 
10 took his place. Now tills one, maybe 
1,000 will replace hiih. The holy war 
goes on." 


among ail the parties involved.” 

The United States has no final plan of 
its own. senior W'hite House officials 
insist, but is only trying to refine a pro- 
posal that represents Washington's 
judgment of a compromise acceptable to 
all involved. 

The U.S. strategy has been to phase 
Israeli withdrawals from the West Bank, 
due under the Oslo Accords, in parallel 
with specific Palestinian st^ against 
terrorism, culminating after three 
months in accelerated negotiations on a 
final senlemem between the p^ies. 

Pan of the U.S. frustration is concern 
that Mr. Netanyahu is playing for time 
— with minor concessions like those to 
Mr. Ross and with ideas like giving the 
Palestinians less but more contiguous 
land, because he prefers to risk con- 
frontation with Washington rather than 
with the harder-line ri^t wing in his 
own cabinet. 

That is why. the officials sav. Mr. 
Netanyahu suggests a withdrawal of 10 
percent or 1 1 percent to Mr. Clinton, 
while denying, sometimes to his own 
cabinet that be has done so. preferring 
simply to call the U.S. proposal of a 13 
percent withdrawal unacceptable on se- 
curit}' grounds. 

But despite the general impatience 
with Mr. Neianvahu. Mr. Clinton and 
Vice President Al Gore are not con- 
vinced that an open confrontation w'ith 
an elected Israeli prime minister — or 
his politically active American suppon- 
ers — is the best tactic to pursue, senior 
U.S. officials sj} . 

That is why Nlir. Clinton reversed him- 
self and sent Mr. Ross out this last time, 
after Mr. Netanyahu presented some 
promising new ideas, and why Mr. Net- 
anyahu hopes Mr. Clinton will agree to 
send Mr. Ross again. 

Mr. Netanyahu is tryiog to hold back 
concessions for the final peace talks, the 
goal to which the stalled interim agree- 
ment is supposed to be the bridge. But 
Israeli and Arab officials acknowledge 


that trust between the parties is so low 
That Mr. Arafat is trying to get all the 
territory he can now. before those talks 
begin, in case th^ founder. 

Senior U.S. officials understand Mr. 
Netanyahu's tactics, while regarding 
them as short-sighted, and the security 
difference the Israelis insist upon — 
between 1 3 percent and 1 1 percent — as 
essentially spurious. 

They believe that Mr. Netanyahu may 
be willing to make a deal, at the last 
moment, “only when he has exhausted 
all other possibilities." one official 
said. 

And they believe that the U.S. pro- 
posal. should Mr. Clinton decide to go 
public with its outlines, will strike most 
Israelis as eminently reasonable and 
closer to the Israeli position than the 
Palestinian one. Going public would cre- 
ate more moral and political pressure on 
Mr. Netanyahu to agree or make a deal 
rather than risk an open rupture with the 
U;S. president 

Al stake would be the relationship 
with (he United States and its president, 
who are regarded as true, unselfish and 
vital friends of brael. 

Even more important, one official 
said, is that “the relationship with the 
United States is not just friendship, it's 
the guarantee of Israeli security, and 
that's Lmporiam lo people." 

Ad open battle with Washington was 
an important reason that a previous 
Likud prime minister, Yitzhak Shamir, 
lost the 1992 election, and Israelis are 
unlikely to thank Mr. Netanyahu for a 
mined relationship with Washington 
over 2 percent of the West Bank that few 
Israelis could identify. 

In the end. Mr. Clinton will have to 
decide if he thinks Mr. Netanyahu is 
serious about peace, and if the United 
States, given all its interests in the 
Middle East, could ever afford to lay out 
a plan and then — if it is refused by either 
side — declare a “policy review" and,- 
in effect, walk away. 


MINORITIES: Sdiools Jettison Diversity 


Continued from Page 1 

of next year's freshman classes will con- 
sist of minorities, because the applicants 
have yet to choose where they will go 
and many will probably be able to go to 
the smaller state campuses. 

The two campuses that are known to 
be least selective. Riverside and Santa 
Cruz, reported increases in minority ad- 
missions. Moreover, the very top can- 
didates may choose private insticutioas 
like Harvard and Stanford, where many 
may have also been admitted. 

The percentage of Asian-Americans, 
who are not considered underrepresen- 
ted minorities in California, increased 
slightly. Asians account for 38.3 percent 
of freshman admissions at Berkeley this 
year, up fnnn 3S.S percent last year. At 
UCLA, they account for 33 peieeat, a 
0.8 percent increase from last year. 


Mr. Berdahl, the Bo^eley chancellor, 
and Albert Camesale. the UCLA chan- 
cellor, both said ^news conferences that 
they would try to persuade the minority 
members adrmtted to atiend their uni- 
versities and not leave the system or the 
state for other institu&>ns. 

They said they were concerned that the 
number of students attending would fall 
ftuther from those admitted tecause those 
minority naembers offered a slot at these 
campuses are the veiy lop perfom-ting 
students sought after ^ colleges every- 
where. Both chancellors said tii^ feared a 
chilling effect on the attitude of future 
high school seniOTS toward California's 
best state campuses. “Now the challenge 
before us is, despite tills dre^ in admission 
in underrepresented miaorities, to gel the 
highest possible enroUmeni so we can 
maintain the diversity of this campus." 
Mr. Camesale said. 



A WURST FOR 'k OUR THOUGHTS — A German mail deliverer 
holding a sausage to tame a hostile dog in a photo distributed by the 
Federal Post OITice. It illustrates an April Fool's hoax that postmen 
will be equipped with such sausages for their daily rounds. 


CLASS: Courting Businessmen, U.S. Airlines Offer Fuller Service for Full-Fare Fliers 


Continued from Page 1 

sandwich. They also are entitled to use 
special airport lounges.] 

The focus in the United States on the 
elire, who represent fewer than a tenth of 
all passengers but contribute more than 
40 percent of the indust^'s revenue, 
often translates into a decline in service 
for everyone else. Few airlines are 
adding woriters to staff their new premi- 
um services, so bu^t travelers may 
have to make do wifo longer check-in 
lines and longer waits for baggage. 

USAiiways recently removed a row 
of coach seats in each of its wide-body 
planes to make room for a new, lux- 
urious business-class service. The dis- 
tance from row to row b the new section 
is 55 inches (130 centimeters), a grand 
canyon compared with the 31 inches in 
coach, where the old seats merely re- 
ceived new covers. 

Am^can Airlines announced last 


month that it would remove 12 coach 
seals on many of its planes flying do- 
mestic routes, to add six in first class. It 
also introduced a new top tier in its 
frequent-flier program, promising spe- 
dal concierge service in Gucago, Dal- 
las. Mlvni and New York, among other 
things. 

Both American and TWA have also 
begun giving more frequent-flier credits 
to passengers who pay top dollar. TWA, 
for e^raiDple, grants an extra mile for 
each dollar spent on a foU-fare ticket. 

Nonirwest Airlines and United Air- 
Udk have even begun iimiting the num- 
ber of l^gs low-paying passengers can 
carry onto certain ftigbts. 

United, Delta Air Lines and others 
once routinely let passengers with small 
children board first Now that pnvilege 
is reserved for fiill-fare passengers and 
frequent fliera. 

“I'm amazed at bow poor the general 
coach service is,'* said Jean Wyman, 


president of Good Thinking Inc. in Bal- 
timore, which sells self-improvement 
audiotapes. 

‘"The general feeling is, 'If you are 
sitting in coach, we don’t have to be nice 
to you.’ ” said Ms. Wyman, who was an 
elite traveler until she stalled her own 
business. 

For most travelers, there is little 
choice. “The people who arc left out in 
the cold are the leisure travelers who 
wwi something bener and would be 
willing (0 pay a modest amount for 
that," said Ed Perkins, editor of the 
Consumer ReponsTravel Letter. "Your 
cheap ticket i$ a very bad product, and if 
you want a good product, you pay up lo 
12 times os much." 

Most major airlines now give prime 
spots in the front of the coach cabin to 
business travelers who pay full fares but 
arc not lucky enough to be upgraded to 
business or first class. They often have 
an empty seat next to them, while pas- 


sengers flying on discount tickets are 
packed three abreast 
The airlines deny that they skimp or 
service for economy-fare passengers 
saying they are simply offering more ic 
those who pay the highest fares. 

"I think the principle ‘’fou get whai 
you pay for’ is recognized in America 
and around the world,” said Donald Ca- 
sey, a TWA executive vice president. 

One problem the airlines face is ihal 
even with their expansions of fust-class 
cabins, there are still too few premium 
seats on many domestic flights, meaning 
that some fuU-fare passengers end up 
Slaying in coach. Business travelers com- 
plain that they are then treated the same 
as passengers who have paid much less. 

"Sometimes I'm paying $1,000 Fn 
coach and somebody sitting next to me is 
paying £300 and we are both getting 
lousy service." said Peter Scliaeffer. a 
stock analyst at SBC Warburg Dillon 
Read in New York, who flies regulariy- 
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‘Big Bang’ in Jap an 
Begins Under a Clond 

Tokyo Blasted for Failed Stock Manipulation 


By Sandra Sugawara 

Wishtngton Past Sen’icr 


. ~ After years of manip. 

(listing IK financial markets, Japan is 
covering that it isn’t as easy to do so 
these days. 

^ Wednesday, the government lif- 
ted lorei^-CDirency controls, setting off 
its "Big Bang" deregulation in an effort 
to transform Tokyo into a financial cen- 
ter that could rival New York and Lon- 
don; But analy.sts said that its blaiani and 
relatively unsuccessful attempt just the 
day before to raise stock prices was a 
;et^ck to Japan s efforts to improve its 
jreiAility in financial markets. 

"They just don’t get it," said Craig 
Cbudler, market strategist with Sa- 
lomon Stntih Bamev. "It’s old-style 
politics. It might have worked before 
bur it won’t work now." 

Yushiro Dmyo, an analyst at Com- 
merzbank, said; "nie govemmenr did 
unreasonable and incredible things to 

‘Ifs old-style politics. It 
m^t have worked before^ 
but h won^t work now.^ 


make the stocks look better. From 
today, bank stocks will decline. There is 
no other country in the world that ma- 
nipulates the stock market to tliis de- 
gree." 

The analysts were referring to effons 
Tuesday, the last day of lapw’s fl- 
nandal y^, fo push share prices up on 
the Vikkei stock index so that it would 
close at 18,003 points or higher. That 
was the level publicly targeted by the 
governing Liberal Democratic Party to 
try to make Japanese companies — 
which count equities as part of Uieir 
holthngs — look more profitable. 

But the market failed to cooperate, 
and die Nikkei closed at 16,527; on 
Wednesday, stocks fell a fur^er 1.7 
percent, to 16J241.M. 

The effort, known here as a ‘‘price- 
keeping operation," astonished many 
foreign investors who thought 
was moving to deregulate its financial 
maitets. 

‘‘The ability of authorities to mar 


nipulate the market is being steadily 
^^Bced os we’ve gone through ihe 
1990s, and ii‘s been further reduced by 
recent scandals within the Finance Min- 
Kiry and the Bank of Japan, which have 
hurt the credibility of those institu- 
tions, Jason James, head of research ai 
HSBC in Tokyo, said. 

TTie reason for the Liberal Oemucrats* 
apparent obsession with the level of the 
stock marker is that many Japanese 
complies hold stocks, a cornerstone of 
Japan ’s kcireisu system in which compa- 
nies arc interlink^ in a web of interests, 
holdings and favors. Companies hold the 
Slock of Ihcir main banks, and. banks 
hold stocks of ihuir customers. 

That means a plunge in stock prices 
can hurt a company 's profiL For instance, 
Nissan Motor Co. said Wednesday it 
would incur a $379 million loss from its 
slock holdings. Nikko Research estimat- 
ed (hat Tttesday’s NOtkei dose repre- 
sented a latent loss of S23 billion for the 
exchange's 1,188 listed companies, ex- 
cluding financial concerns, which were 
ullothed to change accounting practices. 

Now that the financial year has ended, 
analysts say bad news kept under wraps 
before Tue^y may emerge. TTie market 
fell Wednesday on news that £^-lchi 
Corp., a finandal company, was con- 
sidering Liquidation. "It’s been eerily 
quiet on the bankruptcy fmit fcM- the last 
tiiree months," said James, "i don’t 

know, but bemuse this news came out on 
April 1 , it does perhaps him that tboe 
may be another wave of banknjjMcies." 

M Tanban in PMa amkan 

The Bank of Japan's tankan business 
survey, to be released Tfaui^y, is ex- 
pected to indicate that corporate man- 
agers see little hope for recovery in sales 
and profits as Japan slides toward re- 
cession, Bloombeig News reported. 

Tlie quarterly survey’s main index, 
which includes responses fnxn more dian 
700 large manufacturers, could fiiU to 
minus ^ in die March surv^, worse than 
the minus 15 registered in December, 
economists said. That deterioration in 
confidence — oe^tive numbers show 
that pessimists txiinumber optimists — 
reflects moves by conutanies to slash 
ouqxit as they waich sal« stagnate and 
exports to Asia faU. 


Slimming Down 

Since taking over Danone, the Fr^tch food 
congiomeiate, Franck Riboud (right) has sold off some of 
the company’s assets in order to focus on its more 
profit£d)le businesses. Here is the 1997 sales breakdown. 


OAIRV PRODUCTS 

Mostly Oannon 
yoguft and 
affiliated 
milk 

products 

OPERATIN6 
MARGIN 
10A% 


Biscurrs 
World leader in 
sweet biscuits 

OPERATING MARGIN 
7.7% 



BEVERAGES Inciuding 
bottled water and 
Kronenbourg beer 

OPERATING MARGIN 


PACKAGING 

OPERATING MARGIN 
9.5% 

Source: Danone $A 


OTHER POOD 
AND DRINK 

I Most of these businesses 
— ' were sold at year-end, 

indudtng its soup unit to 
Campbell, ready-to-eat meals 
and pasta operations to a 
group (d investors and a candy 
division to Cadbury Schweppes 

OPERATING MARGIN S.S% 
.N\T Pruu-AFP 



At Danone^ Returns of a Prodigal Son 


By John Tagliabue 

New fort Times :iemce 


P ARIS — When Franck Riboud 
was named at a shareholders* 
meeting in 1994 to eventually 
succeed his father as the beiul 
of Danone SA, France's largest food 
company, the room rocked with cat- 
calls. Though he had spent 13 years 
working his way up Danone’s cor- 
porate ladder. Franck Riboud had nev- 
er shaken his reputation for being 
something of a beach bum after col- 
lege. Simple nepotism had won him 
the job. tlie critics said. 

But less than four years later, 
catcalls have largely turned to kudos, 
Franck Riboud has managed to trans- 
form his father’s scattershot coUectioQ 
of food businesses into a le^ui and 
focused company with a worldwide 
reach, one that puts it in the running 
with the likes of CPC Imemational 
Inc., Nestle SA and Unilever. 

"Shaneholdens were a bit disappoint- 
ed at first, thinking he was his faAer’s 
son,’’ Edouard de Boisgelin, who fol- 


lows Danone for MeniJI Lynch in Lon- 
don. said "Ji turned out the guy is good 
— he was the right choice." 

k is not that what Franck Riboud has 
done is so original, his newfound sup- 
porters say. It is just that he has ex- 
ecuted it weU. 

By taking a p^e from John Welch 
Jr.'s playbook at General Electric Co.. 

BSTERNATIONALMANA^K 

Mr. Riboud focused Danone ou ex- 
f^nding businesses in which it was 
No. 1 — fresh dairy products such as 
Oannon yogurt; coolues and snacks, 
including the Lu brand, and Averages 
such as Kronenbourg beer and Evian 
mineral water. 

Mr. Riboud. 42. also got rid of un- 
derperforming businesses, such as 
soups and pasta, and expanded ag- 
gressively into Eastern Europe, South 
America and Asia and has sc^pted the 
name Danone — Dannon b the United 
States ~ mto a global brand. 

‘T*m always under pressure to suc- 
ceed." Mr. Riboud said. "But you need 


pressure to achieve. You try harder." 

Now the question is not whether Mr. 
Riboud is up to the job. bur whether he 
can mamtam the company's pace. 

Some analysts are skeptical. It is 
one thmg, they say, to make sense out 
of a mishmash of a conglomerate and 
quite another to keep the momentum 
gobg for the long term. 

"Ihie problem," said Jean-Marie 
1‘Home, who follows the comptuty for 
Banque Nationale de Paris, "is that 
oppojlunities for growth b Asia and 
Latin America are more and more rare. 
Either you build businesses yourself, 
which is time-consumbg, or you buy 
small and big companies and merge 
them, which is costly.” 

That Mr. Riboud would wind up 
anywbejenear t!te chairman's desk, let 
alone behbd it. seemed a preposterous 
idea two decades ago when he finished 
technical school as an engine^ but 
decided to follow his real passion — 
wmdsurfing — and shun the empire 
his father built from scratch. 

See DANONE. Page 15 


Zenith Says 
It May Face 
Bankruptcy 

TV Maker^s Shares Dive 

After New Loss Is Posted 

The Associaied press 

CHICAGO — Zenith Electronics 
Corp., whose bulky television sets once 
adorn^ tmliioas of Aioeric&n homes; 
wanted Wednesday h may be fwced 
mto bankraptcy as it continues to post 
big losses. 

The company reported yet another 
quarterly loss — this time of S15S.7 
million — and announced it was un- 
denakbg what could be a last-ditch 
restnicturbg to bring down its costs. 

The news sent Zenith’s stock 
plungbg $2 to $4,625 b late trading on. 
the New Yoik Stock Exchange. 

The company said th^ it had secured 
a Une of credit from its majority stock- 
holder, LG Electronics Inc. oil South 
Korea, that would k^p it gobg throu^' 
June 30. 

Zenith has reported only one prof- 
itable quarter since 1985. 

Jeffrey Gannon, the recently appom- 
ted Zenith chief executive, wanted that 
the cotiqtany may be foroed to seek 
“out-of-court and m-court financial re- 
structurings’’ if LG Electronics refuses 
to provide additional financing or if 
Zenith fails to find additional mvestors. . 

LG Electronics years Bgo purchase a ' 
majority bteiest m Zenith, hopbg that a 
desire among manufacturers and law- 
makers to l^g digital, crystal-clear 
television to African viewers would 
brbg Zenith back to its gloiy days — 
and billions to LG Electronics, which 
also makes Samsung products. 

But the advent of bgh-definition tele-' 
vision has been slow^ amid wrangling 
over whether companies should first 
market the expensive televisions and 
digital set-top boxes or cable providers 
should first switch their systems to 
provide the necessary signals. 

Tftfthh h5>R b the mftnnTimft 

bleeding red ink, and analysts have spec-; ' 
ulaied that die Korean financial crisis is 
likely to force LG Electronics to pull the 
plug on futher financial support 

For the three numihs en^ Dec. 31, 
Zenith reported a net Loss of $1SS.7' 
million, compared with a loss of $^3 
raillioD a year earlier. Sales foil to' 
$347.7 million from $427.6 tniUioo. 
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b the Euro ‘Condemned to Succeed?’ 


By Anne Swardson 

Washtngtan Pesr Seryicr 


PARIS — The cover of last week’s 
L'Express magazbe came with a tiny 
calculator stuck on il Programmed to 
convert between the French franc and 
the euro, the forthcoming European 
sbgle currency, the calculators are sm- 
other sign of die apparent inevitability 
of the new money. 

It appears noihbg can prevent 1 1 of 
the 15 European Union nations from 
rairing the fozt sicps toward merging 
their currencies bto one at a special EU 
meeting b Brussels May 1-2. European 
leaders have pursued the euro with un- 
swervbg dedication for more than sev- 
en years. 

At the Brussels meeting, the EU Ira^ 
'STS (li|in to choose formally the 1 1 initial 
"siiro members — Germany, France, 
Italy, the NciherJands, Belgiuiru Sm^ 
PonugaL. Luxembourg, Austria, Hn- 
laod and Ireland. 

The sbgle-currency plan will take 
sffect b J anuar y, when the euro be- 
Tixnes a cnrrency b the financial sense, 
Iradmg on imemational exchanges in 
place of its II predeces^ ct^nct^. 
ihe actual notes and coins be b- 
UDduc^ over a six-month period start- 
ing Jan. 1, 2002. after which par- 
ticipants' present cuneocies will cease 
to be legal tender. . . 

D^Mte this carefully choreographed 
lime^Ie, die euro wall have many 
tiiances to go awry b the months aM 



5dt a sin^ currency, Europe is b some 
ways far from a model monetaiy zone 


Its ecooeaxties are fra^eoted, its people 
rooted to dieir hcrnie countries, its cul- 
tures vastly different, its unemployment 
high and politically e^losive, its polit- 
ical powers decentialmed. 

Although the current marriage is 
almost ceruuD to be solemnized ai the 
Brussels summit meeting, diere are still 
many ways the match could end b di- 
vorce. 

Essentially, say those who have 
bought through various tUsaster sce- 
narios. be economic misalignments and 
weaknesses of the member countries are 
sure to be brought out by be financial 
markets at some pobt The European 
Monetary System — a continental ex- 
change-rate mechanism bat forced EU 
currencies to trade withb narrow bands 
— was brought to its knees b 1S^2 
when countries tried to align their cur- 
rencies more closely than economic 
fundaments permioed. b the same 
way, be euro could be swiftly ripped 
apart if gaps start to develop. 

"The probability of an explosion is 
very strong," said Jean-Jacques Rosa, a 
French economist, who colored the 
flaws of be euro plan b his new book 
"The European ^ror." 

Still, be financial traders of Europe 
and be United States — bose who 
would move b at any sign of weakness 
b be new currency — are betting that 
the euro succeeds. Exchange rates be- 
tween the planned euro countries are 
stable and bterest rates throughout 
Europe are combg closer together, 
signs tiiat be markets trust the currency 
merger. At Paribas Iniematioiial Mar- 
kets, the investment firm that prides 
itseff on be most borough research into 
possible euro outcomes, analysts brain- 


storm daily on ways the new cuncncy 
could go wrong. So far, b^ have not 
come up wib one that their forecasts 
show as likely. For the euro to explocte, 
markets will have u> lose faib b it, aib 
be political will behind be project is so 
strong bat be maikets have been car- 
ried along. 

Bat even be new currency’s 
strongest proponents acknowledge bat 
the economies of continental Europe 
have serious structural wealoiesses. In 
action, be four-year j;»b of transition 
to be euro presents opportunities for 
financial specid^ois. 

"We can’t quite call be timbg on 
this (me, but sometiibg at some pobt 
will happen to cause destabilization," 
said Walter Eltis (ti' Exeter College at 
Oxford University b Britab and autiior 
of a botnet call^ ‘The Creation and 
Destruction of EMU." EMU stands for 
Economic and Monetary Union. Essen- 
tially, say I^. Rosa and other econ- 
omists, be euro nations will not have tire 
natural shock ^orbers needed to sbue 
a currency, and bus an economy. 

Unlike b tire United States, for in- 
stance, people who lose beir jobs b 
Europe are not likely to pick up and 
move l<mg distances to find work. Lan- 
guage and cultural barriers make it much 
Jess likely that an auto woriter will move 
from Germany to Spain, for instance, 
than bat a similar ly qualified worker 
will move from Michigtui to Tennessee. 

b addition, be levers of govemirrent 
used to Untit economic misery durbg 
recessions will be less available b 
Europe. Where be U.S. Federal Re- 
serve can reduce bterest rates to en- 

See EURO, Page 15 
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NATEXI5 GROUP IN 1997 

SUBSTANTIAL GAINS IN BUSINESS ACTIVITY 
AND NET INCOME, PLUS AN IMPORTANT PRECAUTIONARY 
MEASURE TO PROVIDE AGAINST ASIAN EXPOSURE 


■ Ftoe perfoiwcej by tin cm yllU m lun l nt aul ut U e a 

(set baolitnc tDcene up 12.S0U. 

■ ProfTOHiee bi pws operating taiGsne, np 21.8 % ever 1996. 

■ 11 % c o v era ge off Arlen eapeenre ISrongb ■ RF 550 nlDen 
praenutieoary oaneral-parpane prawMen. 

■ Sobstantlal ^In le net bcene, cio^ slnrot FRF 2S9 nllDon 
vs. PRF 98 nDen to 1996. 

■ Recmnendetf (SvtdeDd per stara ef FRF 10, or FRF 15, 
todetfino French tax oetfit. 

Once apin, the fwq year was characterized in France by weak business 
loan demand, while tovorable conditions continued to prevail in the 
Finandal markets. On the intemaijonal plane, the outbreak of the Rnanoal 
crisis in Asia wiil rem»n tiie year's most notabte event. 

Against this background, Natexis group produced the following results: 

GOOD KBADWMr IN NET BANKING INCOME (NBI) 

FOR MOST BUSINESS UNES 

A commentary on the group's business activity lor 1997 wos presented in 
a detailed press release dated January 2 1 . 1 996. The final fibres for the 
year conRrm very Arable trends for most of the group's business lines. 
In 1997, net banking income (NBI] for the groups competitive market 
activfte was FRF 5,777 million, representing a 12.5 percent increase 
over 1996. The greatest increases were recorded by the International 
Division (+25 percent). Private Equity (+155 percent). Private Banking, 
and M & A Advisory Services. 

Revenue generated from SpedaHsed Rnandng increased by 8 percenL 
NBi from Marlwt Activities, Asset Management, and Broker^ rose 
6 percent to FRF 656 miinon (accounting for 21 percent of total NBU. 
thanks in particular to good pe^rmances by Natexis Capital in the stedt 
market brokerage field and ABM Corp. in trading mortgage-badteti; 
seairttfes In the United States. 

As to previous years, corporate lending and services in France concencM ' 
with very tiiarp comp^on which squeezed profit margins and led to a, 
6 percent decline in NBi. Nevertheless, by optimizing its business ba%' 
Nnexis strengthened its market share in its main product Does,, 
especially In the cash management and payment services area. ' v ' 
Finaify, the programmed reduction of insbtutional activity on behalf of. 
the French State and the decline in revenues From corporate treasury 
diluted the improvement in the group's NBI. Despite these elements, 
however, total 1997 Natexis group net banking income amounted to 
FRF4.)68mlllion,5.8pereeniabovethe I996figure. 

TICKT EXPENSE OONTROI. AND SHAW RISE 

IN CROSS OPERATINC INCOME ^ .... .. 

Concurrent vifith its business expansion, the group contgu^bs iegtiem eft t ' . 
the expense reduction progrw initialed in 
reduced to 3313 fuikime equivalent emplqy^ Bjifyeaf^ .1997. due 
to a sharp cutback in France (down liy-S-lterent'oaw 'in" 18^ 
periocO: meanvirhile. outstde France, be work-force continued to 
grow (+10 percent], ;v".v.'.v " ..'t ' 

All togethtf, expenses for thej^ibere^ 2.677 million, ).< percent 
below the 1996 figure. Eitfietim associated v^ operations in France 
were down by 5.9 perc^- 

The combination of rt^reuMues and reduced expenses led to a strong 
increase in gross spiffing income, up 21.8 percent over the previous 
year to RtF 1 f^EBidn. 

SUBSDkNlMl F^RECAIftlON PRQV|$IQN TO COVER EXPOSURE 
IN ASIA ' : ‘ 

At 1997 the group's total exposure for the five countries aReaed 
I}j^the4nanc&l crisis in Asia (South Korea. Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, 


and the Philippines) was USD 1.390 million; repayments since then 
through February 28. 1 998 have reduced that figure to USD 1 330 miUfon 
- approximately 5 percent of total Natews outfiandings. 

Tin greep's experare be tlWM oeuuUiea ceowe to USD 856 
Bllllea, excluding exposure guaranteed ultimately by leading 
intenational names or secured by cash, and excluding trade financing 
(letters of credit confirmations), but including sovereign and similar rfsk 
in Indonesia and Thailand. The main country concerned is South Korea 
which accounts for 56 percent of the groifo's exposure, followed by 
Thailand (26 percent), and Indonesia (24 percent). 

Natexis is not directly at risk either in the Asian real estate, stock, foreign 
exchange, or financial markets. No particular credit risk has to this day 
required establishmaR of prov^ns in r^ation to this crisis. Following 

a detailed analysis of its portfolio, the group remains confident in the 
quality of its overalt exposure. Nevertheless, as a precaution, and to 
preserve its margins in the face of a possible deterioration in the 
condition of certain counterparties or countries, the Etoard of Directors 
has decided to increase general-purp^ provisions a sub^ntial 
amount and to withdraw PRF 200 midion From the Fund for general 
banking risk In ordertopraiMeu II peraeM cower for'tbegrm^ 
oxpoonre to Ariao lioka. The amount of generai-puipose pnnn^ons is 
thus increased from FRF 304 miirnn to FRF 926 miUfon, FRF 550 million 
of which are earmarked for Asia. 

CONSOLIDATED NET INCMlIE IS RAISED FROM 
FRF 98 MILLION TO FRF 289 MILUON 

I the group's year-end income 


Other fadors htoleg a : 
statement are: ' • . .-s.^ ■ 

- provi^ns established' first half of the year foDowing the 
French Banking Commit^en'^^e^nical inspection mission. On the foil 
year, the main.heatii^ affbdg8are chose concerning provisions for 
specific credit n^.tunder addffi^ provisions) and share in equity 
•affiliates, markMg'to market the 9foup's property holdings (excluding 
busiaoaspwjptises): -jv 

+I0699sa|i!rtf>e group's 66 percent west in Alfl Gestkm. This sale 
.' ORiaiiid'.4t the end of December 1 9Sreiand produced the bulk of the 
million in net gains on long-tdiVi investments: 
from the Fund for general risk amounting to FRF 60A 

; mSf^tinciudlng FRF 604 million for the first half of 1997): 
‘r.'Bt^ttiXcharge (FRF 237 million} principally due to the high proportfon 
^i^iMejne generated by group entities operating outside France and 
included in the tax group. 

^ inedaw group share for 1997 stands at FRF 289 mDUon. 
a&eoiWpanNhlAb ^9-98 million the year before. 

BobM o 9 will recoataend tto payneot of a 

art P9f. q^are jfitjpiF 10 [FRF 15, tacladliif Freacb 

ft-. 

KEV FICURB 

fin FRF miliiorts) ^ 


Change 


Net banking income (NBI) 
of which NBI from comptiitive 
market activities 
Cross operating income 
Net Income, group share 



3.359 S;71 

1.224 \.t 

98 289 


+ 5.696 


+ 196 %' 


(In FRF bUlions) 


Total assets 

288 

299 

Total sharehoiders' equity 

17.4 

17.4 

Soivency ratio; 



Cooke 

9.3% 

8.5% 

EU capital adequacy Directive 

133% 

123% 



NATEXIS 

CROUPE 
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Investor’s America 


T?7e Dov/ 


30-Year T-Bond Yield 


Strong Economic Data Propel a Wall Street Rally 
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Very briefly: 


CiMQiMlnOrSafFimiDi^adrs 

NEW YORK — Stocks 
rose Wednesday after reports 
showed a strong U.S. economy 
widi little threat of ihfhtioiL 
'Tlie E)ow Jones-Industrial 
average was SS JQ points 
higher in late trading at 
8,855.11. The Standard & 
Poor's 500 index was up 4.04 
points at 1,105.80. Gaining 
issues outnumbered losing 
on» by a 4-to-3 ratio on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

llie NadonaL Associadon 
of Purchasing Management 
said its monthly index of busi- 
ness acdvity rose to 54.8 in 
March from 53.3 in Febnia^. 
The group’s prices-pud in- 
dex — a gauge of inflation — 
fell to 44.4 45.8. 

Hie Conference Board, a 
private research group, said 


its index of future economic 
acdvity was im a sharp 0.4 
percent in February, the 
strongest rise in a year and 
another sign of the econo- 
my’s enduring strength. 

U,S, STOCKS 

“We are very much in 
agreement the economy is ex- 
tremely strong — but the story 
is inflation,” said Lawrence 
Pavelec at M&J Investment 
Man^ement Corp. “Tliere 
continues to be pressure to 
keep ]xnces stable or lower.” 

In the Treasury bond mar- 
ket, the price of the bench- 
mark 30-year issue rose 17/32 
point to 103 6/32, sending the 
yield down to 5.90 percent 
fham 5.93 pemnt Tuesday. 

The decision by Federal 


•.Columbia/HC A Healthcare Corp., which is the target of a 
federal ftaud investigatioo. also is under scrutiny the 
Securities and ^change Commission over possible violations 
of securities laws. 

•A computer glitch at the Chicago Board of Trade halted 
tradingof grain and soybean futures ccxitracts for nearly an 
hour.^e software problem shut down the system for up- 
dating quotes, displaying them for traders and transmitting 
them to outside sources. 

•MCI Communications Corp. will delay filing its 1997 
annual report because of a dispute with the SEC about the 
timing of a fourth-quarter charge that resulted in a quarterly 
lossof S39I million. 

• AMR Corp.'s American Airlines plans to order at least 
seven more 777 jets, valued at as much as $1 billion, from 
Boeing Co. as the airline adds routes to Asia. Hie airline 
already was scheduled to receive seven B-777s in 1999. 

• Teradyne Inc. plans to e.xpand its computer-chip testing 

business in Agoura Hills, Caluomia. and hire 300 workers by 
year's end to meet increasing demand. af, BUhvnbcrg 


GTECH to Sell Stake in U.IL Lottery 

The Aisochih'J Press 

LONDON — GTECH Holdings Corp., a U.S. lottery 
operator, said Wednesday it would sell its stake in Britain's 
lottery ^ter coming under heavy ftre when its former chair- 
man lost a sensational libel trial. 

Regulators have been trying to determine whether GTECH 
was *Tit and proper” to retain a role in the National Lottery, 
the world’s largest, but the company bowed out as a share- 
holder before any ruling was made. 

GTECH 's partners in the lottery agie^ to purchase the 
company's 22.5 percent stake for £51 rnlllion f$85.4 million), 
acceding to statements from GTECH and Camelot, the 
consortium GTECH assembled to run the games. 


Dollar Gains as Tokyo 
Fails to Talk Up Yen 


NEW 


Reuters 

YORK 


Strong 


verbal support from Tol^o 
failed Wednesday to revive 
the yen, which sank to a three- 
month low against the dollar. 

Efforts by Japanese officials 
— including “Mr. Yen,*' 
Deputy Finance Minister 
^suke Sakakibara — to shore 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

up the yen bad no lasting im- 
pwt on a currency weighed 
down by a host of negative 
factors. Hie dollar rose to 
133.67S yen in 3 P.M. trading 
from 133.130 yen Tuesday. 

Mr. Sakakibara and Fi- 
nance Minister Hikani Mat- 
sun aga expressed worries 
about the yen's drop and said 
Japanese authorities were set 
to act — comments that the 
market took as a signal they 
were prepared to intervene. 

But ai^ysts said the yen 
would need more than verbal 
intervention to give it a sig- 
nificant lift, beset as it was by 
the bleakness of the Japanese 
economy and uncertainty over 
Financial-maiket changes. 

“Sakakibara has obviously 
put die threat of intervention 
back into the market, but it 
won't be sufficient to turn 
around the dollar/yen up- 


trend, though it may slow it 
down,” said Jane Foley of 
Barclays Ctqiital. 

Pressure on the yen may be 
compounded if the Bank of 
Japan's quarterly tankan sur- 
vey on business sentiment, 
scheduled to be released 
limrsday, matches the 
gloomy expectations for h. 

The dollar also rose against 
European currencies. In late 
trading, it was at 1.8524 
Deutsche marks, up from 
1.8480 DM on Tue^y, at 
U330 Swiss francs, up from 
1 .5220 francs, and at k2065 
French francs, up from 6. 1940 
francs. The pound slipped to 
$1.6712 from $1.6715. 

Still, some analysts said 
Germany’s economy was 
showing signs of illation, 
which might prompt a rise in 
interest rates and Un the mark 
“at some point.” 


To Our Readers 

Because of the seven-hour 
time difference between New 
York and Paris this week, the 
U.S. stock tables, the U.S. fu- 
tures and some other items in 
this edition reflect early 
prices. This change is nec- 
essary to meet distribution re- 
quirements. 


CVTERNATIOIVAL FUTURES 


April 1,1998 

High Lm Lolesl Chg» Opiol 
Grains 

CORN (CBon 

UW bu miniinunt- certs par bustial 


MOV 88 

25416 

353ft 

25lft 

•4ft 

120997 

Jut 98 

26a 

260ft 

Ml ft 

-4'6 

I16AI9 

Sap 88 

272ft 

366ft 

3A7ft 

-41l 

27.741 

D*c80 

275ft 

770 

271 

•3 

101.441 

War 88 

383 

381ft 

32 

•4 

318 

Juiaa 

298ft 

38Sft 

Saw 

•3ft 

2JQ9 

Dec 89 

268ft 

2a8 

368 

-2ft 

1.251 


High Low Ldlest Qige Opint 

ORANCEJUKSCNCTN] 

ISMO In.. Cents per t>. 

Mar'S loua io2jn iolos -tin m,aos 

lOefO IQ&OO IQS 10 -1.95 TJVt 
Sep 98 109.70 10BJS lOBOS -1J9 4,129 
Nav9B 111.50 110JD I10J0 -IJ'5 U7T 
Eft. soles NA Tun soles 1237 
Tun open M 37.857. oR 148 


Est. sates MA Tim Miss 101557 
Tun open M 377.705. up 0488 

SOYBEAN MEAL (C80D 
1 00 tuns, defun per ten 
Moy«8 MJO l«U0 IU.TC -IJM SDJteS 

Jul« I67J0 16540 16540 -110 374«S 

Aug9S ITOjOO 166.70 167.10 -110 1A364 

Sop90 17OJ0 167JD 168.10 ->J0 10458 

Dw90 17440 17040 I71X -150 12458 

J«88 17540 17200 17240 -UD 526 

EsI. stees N.A Tun soles 76.721 
Tues open Int I3I4I7. up 1.483 

SOYBEAN OILtCSOT) 

MOOOIbs-cenliperIb 

Mar9R 2740 2702 27.19 -041 62469 

JulM 2760 2747 27.42 -0 17 55460 

Align 2740 2740 27 38 4UI7 10061 

Sn8B 27X 2495 27.08 -012 4486 

Dn88 2665 2640 2647 -041 1&832 

Jon <8 2647 -043 486 

EsL sd8s NA Tue^ soles 31.856 
Tcm open M ISA668. up A052 

SOYBEANS ICBOT) 

1000 btf/netemm- cents ptrbuahel 
Woroe 647V; uant M'a -SU 6A736 

Jul80 648<4 642 644V> .2W 45475 

Aug eg 640ir 642v .eu 8467 

Sop 70 632 627 628 -4SS 1.718 

NW88 62611 61817 620U -4te 31914 

EW. soles MA Tuei stees 51044 
Tun open inl iSuTs. up 1607 

WHEAT (CSOT) 


Metals 

GOLomcNoa 
1 00 trM uz.- doBon per bey in. 

Apr9S »IJ0 299.10 29940 -140 

6^98 30060 -140 

JunTS 30640 XIAO 301.80 -140 

Aug88 306.20 303X X440 -140 

0098 30740 30640 30640 -IX 

Dec88 31040 307X 30840 -IX 

Feb89 309X -IX 

Apr99 31IX -IX 

Jwi98 mx -IX 

EsI. sales 21000 Tun sates 219B4 
Toe'S open tel lei .061 up let 

HI GRADE COPPER (NCMX) 

21000 lbs.- cents per lx 
Apr8| 78X 76.15 76.15 -115 

May88 0110 76X 76.70 -115 

Jun98 TEX 76.80 77.15 -183 

JM9B 8065 77.10 77X -195 

Aug 98 77X -190 

Sep98 81.x 77X 78.15 -190 

0498 7IX -2X 

No«98 NX 78X 7860 -175 

Dec89 81.90 784 5 7E90 -265 

EsL soles 2iaa Tim m8m 7,189 
Tun opM M67.911 Ofl 556 


2,463 

4 

79X8 

74X 

4516 

11127 

8424 

1472 

11409 


2452 

26414 

2hH0 

11X7 

1462 

« , tun 

1432 

1,197 

9,211 


May 88 
JuIN 


321 

313ft 

a4ft 

■5ft 

401537 

331V 

323 

334ft 

•S 

4^782 

336 

331ft 

333ft 

-4ft 

6,743 

351 

344ft 

345ft 

-5 

12X3 


Swi88 
Dec 88 

Esi. sales N A Tun sates 78407 
Tun openlni 107479. up 1828 


Livestock 

CATTLf (CMER) 

610n lbs.- esMh per Bx 
Apr98 64J5 6165 6662 1-087 

Jim88 67.10 6562 6647 «1.10 

Auq<8 67X 666$ 6742 -i-IX 

Od9S 68.72 6790 4137 i4.1T 

Dec90 68.70 68X 69X -115 

Feb 99 70.97 T0.TO TIN -0.11 

EN. sates 21067 Tbn soles I12II 
Tim open M99451 OR 198 


21701 

39.066 

15X6 

11067 

1211 

1487 


1949 

17X 

2.754 

XS 

IX 

in 


1131 

13,305 

1227 

12S1 

U75 


1808 

2476 

970 


SILVER (NCM70 
1000 boy OL • ewib per t 
Apr98 630X -I4X 2 

IWciy9S 647X 420X 63140 -IIX 41954 

Jim 90 63340 -1160 

JUI9B 666X 628X 631X -11X 11375 

Sn9S 644.W 629X 63110 -1310 1215 

Dec 98 66100 627X 631X -1190 11092 

Jon 99 63160 -1180 15 

Mor99 62940 -1190 UM 

EsI. salts I24N Tim sten I&2X 
Turs open hd 8198^ off 117 

PLATINUM (NMER) 

X boy K.- dofoR per bur R- 
Aproe 412X 407X 409X i-I.N 1417 

Jul98 6D8X 40340 406X +0X 11.218 

Od98 401X 40DX 401X WKh. 474 

Jan 99 XIM 39BX 398X unch. 53 

Apr89 39840 38640 396X undx 9 

Esl.sdesNA TunsdeslTSS 
Tun open M 11571. up 253 

Close Pmious 

UIHDON METALS ILME) 
DoBanpermteilcten 
AteMtauDidflgberadc) 


Spot 
FmmiiU 


139iW 1427.00 
1XIX 142ZX 145140 


1428X 

14S3K 


FEEDER CATTLE (CMER) 

510n tes.- cents per lb 
Aor98 74.x 7165 7465 i-lX 

Ma»98 74X 7115 7435 -»1.02 

Aug 98 76.85 75X 7687 «195 

Sep 88 77.15 76.X 77.15 1-195 

No*98 7835 77.7S 7815 i082 

Jon89 78JO 77J0 7860 +085 

EsL sates 1536 Tim suhs 1 X 1 
Tim open Mil 11287, oHin 

H06S-Lrai(CMER) 

410W fee - ceids par lb. 

Apr90 5105 S.I0 5235 -1,17 

Junoa 58X 58.90 XX -045 

Jul98 SBX S7N 5837 4135 

Aug 88 5630 55X 56 22 -047 

Oct80 S3X 5345 5347 -110 

EsI. sdH 10405 Tun 6de6 11856 
Tun open X 37481 OR 185 

PORK BEUJES (CMER) 

XOOO lbs.- ceids per lb. 

Meytt S3W 5145 SIM -047 

JiriTC SIX X.75 S04S -110 

Aug 88 X45 47X 48X -045 

EsI sates 1508 Tim solos 1920 
Tim open bil 9401 up 6 


Pood 

COCOA (NC5E) 
lOiMbictaM-SperfM 
M^98 ■ ■ ■ ■■ 

JUI98 
Sep 98 
Dee 98 
6110 99 
May 9? 

EsL sida 1SS3 Tun soles 01506 
Tun open lid 7&571 oil 277 

COFFEE cases E) 

27X0 lbs.- sente per Bx 
Moy90 IXX fox 1X7S -2X 15X9 

JUI98 14145 137X 137.70 -IX 63U 

Sep98 13545 13290 ISIN -US 4441 

Dk98 129X 127X 127X -IX 1783 

Mv89 I36X 12175 12175 -IX 1,270 

EsI. solos 0493Tim sates 1335 
Tim open mi 32Xi up 89 

5VGARWQRLD 1MNC5E) 

1 12X0 lbs., cents per 1b. 

May 98 10.19 945 9.8$ 4.34 51106 

JM98 940 961 9X -113 44775 

0088 9.07 «X 9X 410 41X0 

Ms98 10J6 I11B 1119 443 11477 

ESI. sees 38233 Tun stees 51471 
Tun open Int in.181 Ob 1956 


CoNMdeslHlgbGixei 
1705X f^N 175116 
1732X 1733X I778X 


57540 

S74M 


576X 

S7SX 


57in 

S74X 


S44S.W S4S5X 5SMX 
5561N 55XX 5591M 


^nmd 


175214 

1779.n 


S74X 

S7SX 


5510 

5600 


563SN 


lOMte 

110216 


1645 

1632 

1636 

-26 

19E70 

1667 

1642 

1666 

•73 

IB814 

I6X 

1661 

1664 

-24 

aai 

17X 

1683 

1692 

-37 

14X5 

1730 

1723 

1722 

-38 

G497 

1755 

1763 

1742 

-29 

4X3 


Lead 

ISLu, 

NKfeel 

VSLrU 

Tin 

Spol 566040 S67gX S65DX 
FterwoM 56X 00 S640X 563040 
ZtactSpacWHIgBGroN) 

HUB 00 I068X 1079V1 

109IX I092X 1101H 


High Lew Ctese Oige Opbd 

Financial 

USTBILLEKMER) 

S) mwon-pteoliapd. 

Jun90 95.13 9548 95.12 +003 A718 
Sep90 9SX 91X 9SX +042 506 

EU. sates NA Tim sbIbs 84 

Tun open bit up so 

SYR TREASURY (CBOT3 
S1010N Hbv pb a 64hs onn pd 
Jun98 109-07 lOfrX 10947 +I5 28&987 
Esi. sides NA Tun soles X.2I2 
Tun open Int 288 1 71 up 1 4 

18 YR TREASURY (CBOn 
SIOIIBO pibl-^ A 3teA « in pd 
Junes ll^a 112-08 II24Z 8 10X7X6 
SepfB 112-95 112-15 119-25 + 10 I12X 

Esi. sdK N A Tun series 81.791 
Tun open bit 473,916. up idN 

US TREASURY BONOS (CBOT) 

(8 pc64101001pte & SnNof 100 pen 
JunM 1X44 I2M3 1X34 +16 676336 
S6p9B 120-24 119-27 12D-14 + 15 71477 

DUC98 12(MD 119^18 IS103 + 14 17453 

More? 119-12 undi 104 

EsL sates NA Tun SdB 341404 
Tun open M 741401 up 1427 

LONG GILT (UFFE) 
esUXD - pb A Xiuteul IN pd 
7im98 10B-10 I0B4I0 I0S42 -(HI6 2il1X 
EsL sum: 51,269. Pisv. mi«»- 81321 
Pie«.flpsnbiL 2111X up 1476 

GERMAN GOV. BUND (UFFE) 

DM25U00phefimpct 

JwiPS I07X M7JH M7.I2 — AI7T8S58I 

Scp9B 106.98 10883 10878 -4.16 715 

Esl.satos; 111511 PKv.sataii 131.281 

Pm.openimj 181303 oH 1348 


High Low Lotesl Chge OpM 

10-YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONOS (MATIP) 

FFSoaooo-pboiiODpd 

Junes lOlM 10145 mx —OJM 89,240 

Sep90 10132 1IQ45 Uai2 -OX 211 

Esi soles: 61064. 

Open InL 99X1 on 2X1 

ITAUAN GOVERNMENT BOND (UFFE) 
ITL200 mlllon • ph ol 100 pd 
Jim98 119.18 11191 I19X -4X127412 

Sop98 N.T. N.T. 1I9X -OX A021 

Ed. sates: 31,621 Prev. Wtes: 51013 
Pm. open Id.: 1313X off 1983 

U80R l-MOHTH (CMER) 

SSnrilllen-pbaMOOpcl 

Apr 88 9815 9834 9835 +0JII 19.719 

Mqr*4 *U6 983S 9836 undk 12X1 

Junes 9835 96J4 9835 imch. 1X1 

EsL sates NA Tim sates i200 

Tun open M 41X1 up 1,218, 

EURODOLLARS (CMER) 

SI mllion-pbanOOpd 

Apree 9832 9431 0832 undL 31147 

Mayes 9831 98X 94.X undi. 7X6 

Xn88 94X 4828 9828 undi. 478X2 

Juiea 9838 9827 9821 uiKh. 1.1X 

Aug9S 9827 9426 9427 +041 181 

Sep98 9826 9823 8826 +041381552 

Dee 98 9<16 9811 8816 +0X311987 

Mar99 8818 88)2 9818 +0X284X8 

Jim 98 9815 9809 9815 +0X199X8 

Sn99 9814 9808 9814 +045 151X8 

Dec 88 9802 9197 9802 +0X1X149 

MarOD 9408 9801 9807 +103 101630 

Ed. sates NA Tun sates 391822 
Tups open bii 1781409, Off 4891 

BRmSH POUND (OMER) 

62X0 pouiHM S per pound 

Jim8B 1.6720 IXX 14640-1X08 42X3 

Sep98 14586 undi. 617 

Dk 98 14520 uneti. X 

Ed. soles NA Tim soles 11308 

rue's opn tel I. off 44820 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 

KHQOO doten S par Cdn. db 

Jun98 JOBS 7053 7069+00008 51270 

Sep48 7092 7075 7085+0X09 1555 

Dec98 7110 7110 7110+0X19 1X5 

EsL sates NA Tim sates 13X1 
Tun open IM I, on 52.000 

GERMAN MARX (CMER) 

121000 marks. S per mark 

Junes 5440 5411 5421-10013 91,924 

Sep 98 5460 5444 5448 -0X13 1423 

Dec9B 5487 undL 27 

EsL soles NA Ton sates 31X1 

Tun open bd 1, oR 91553 

JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

125 miBan yea s per 100 yen 
Junes .7615 7Sa 7562-05025 96533 

Sep9B 7685 .7654 7659-05026 1X0 

Oec98 77H 7780 7780-050U 203 

EsL sdes N A Tun sates 16,971 
Tun opsn tel I, an 91273 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

I ZIOOO bmes, s per bm 

Jim98 4637 4567 4579-05039 717S5 

Sep98 4662 4640 4642-05044 UX 

Dec88 4752 ondt. IB 

EsL soles N A Tun sates 1818 

Tun open hd 1, efi 71892 

MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 

901X0 pesos; s par ptsn 

Jun98 .11425 .11390 .1100+50177 17,8a) 
Sep98 .11040 .11012 .11037+50227 19S9 

Dec 98 .10670 .1X70 .1X70+.XI42 1733 

Ed. sates N a Tim solos 1736 
Tun open tel 1. oH 31510 

3-MOKTH STERUNG (UFFQ 
tSOlOX - pte of IX pd 
Jun98 9151 92X 9259 _Q52 150430 
SepM 9252 9258 9140 ^52 1114M 
OeeX 9170 9272 9274 -O.X 14S54I 

Mm 99 9196 9191 82.83 -051 82X9 

Jun99 9113 9108 9111 Undi. 84,705 

Sep 98 9138 9124 93J4 +051 75,147 

Dsc99 9U4 9U8 9135 +05T 74544 

MorX 9347 93X 9146 +051 52,229 

Ed. sdes: 67.987. Prv. sdes: 92.482 
Pin. Optel tel.: 8SS509 up IISBS 

34MNTH EUROMARK (UFFE) 

DMI mlBon - m of m pd 
AprX 9^ 96570 96580-002S 85K 

May98 96X0 96X0 96X0—0530 1325 

JirnX 96X0 96250 96555-1035 401860 

Scp98 86.140 96590 96.1X-1090 2SU36 

DKX 8S.93S 9S585 8S.eX-a02S371S97 

Mm 99 95505 95755 95775^1520 331216 

Jun99 9S440 9&410 9&MD-0520 141027 

Sep99 95X0 95X0 95X0-0030147X0 

DK99 91390 81340 91360-0525 I61S77 

MvX 95.350 913X 913I0-10X BMH 

Ed. sdes: 391646. Preui sotoi: 357,962 
Pm. open lnt.i 2,147X3 up I1X8 

3-MONTH PIBOR (MATIP) 

FFS fflMon > pb d IX pd 
Apr98 9655 9135^ 96X-051 IM 

Jurt98 9656 9621 8652-052 72,431 

SepUS 96.11 96.06 9sx— OX 31IX 

Dec 80 95.84 85.90 9190—002 XX3 

Mnr89 esx 9576 9177 -OX 41X9 

JU098 9545 9542 9544 - 051 11847 

Sqi99 9154 9SX 9152 —OX 114)7 

EiLsdOS: 31531 
0pcnlll+24|LX7vp70a 

yWNTH EUROURA OIFFB 

ITL imNton - pbd IX pd 

Jon 80 9S57 9131 9579 -0X231960 


High Low Ldesi Ciige Opint 

Sep 89 8101 9s.n 9173-105 341417 

Oeevo 9sn 9101 9551 -055 2035X 

Mur«8 9575 9172 9174 —OX 171,926 

Jun99 9562 91SB 9541 -051 39.928 

Sm99 85X 9546 9148 -0.01 11604 

Ell. sates: 64305. Prev. sates: 99,528 
Pm. onen IdJ 831237 up 1776 


May 90 

Jiiin 

Dd9S 


industrials 

COTTON 3 (NCTNI 
51000 he.- cods per Bi. 

67X 6670 67X +033 24190 

69.10 67X 6187 +026 11194 

71.15 7115 70X -on 1435 

Oec88 72X 71X 72.X -007 TJMS 

Mor98 7355 73.70 72.85 -131 1776 

EsI. sates NA Tim idts 34790 
Tim oponM 81.121 ofi 15M 

HEATING OIL (NMEX 

410M goL cenb per gol 

JUay$B 43X 4110 41X -042 49234 

Jun98 44X 43X 43X -026 213B4 

JUI9B 45X 4450 4475 -116 17X0 

Aug9B 4625 45X 45X -001 11713 

SepX 47X 46X 46.60 -026 I1.1X 

Od88 48X 47.75 47X -056 6.782 

NovX 48X X7B 4185 +104 6476 

Ed. sates N A Tim sdes 51.299 

Tun open M 171681 off 4588 

UCHT SWEET CRUDE (NMEU 
lAXbbL-ddtanperbH. 

MoyX 15X 1131 1546 -115 102.502 

Jun98 1657 1544 IIX -0.14 8L119 

JllIX 16X 1595 1655 -117 41851 

Aup88 1655 I6X 1627 -119 24078 

SepX 1673 1443 1652 -114 21296 

OOX 1627 1458 1642 -118 14186 

Ed. sates NA Tim sates 114659 
Tun open M 461831, up 1052 

NATURAL GAS (NMER) 

110X mm brvs. s per mm bkr 
Moyx 2560 2475 15X -0.022 51901 

JunM 2.590 1505 2540 -0017 21X6 

Jill 98 1610 25» 2550 -0523 17X6 

Align 2415 2535 2555 -0528 1&2X 

Sep 88 2610 2535 25X -0515 11.744 

Od9S ItX 2555 2565 -0535 11,922 

Ed. NA Tun urin 81189 
Tun Open bit 221581 up 11,797 

UNLEADED GASOUNE MMER) 


4Uno gol cente per gd 
Maiei 51.90 5045 SIX 5X 
JunM 
JulM 
AugM 
SopM 
OdM 
NavM 
DecM 


44977 

11607 

11126 

7.126 

1841 

1616 

244 

U93 


52X SIX 51.80 -048 
5185 SIX 5145 -OX 
5190 5120 52X -023 
5140 SIX 5130 -013 
51.10 SOX SOX -OX 
SOX SOX MX -OX 
5160 5UD X60 +112 
Esi. soles NA Tun sdes 540X 
Tun (pen Id 1 02541 off 41 23 


GASOIL nPEI 

U5. doBors per medic ten - lob ol 100 tens 
AprM 13150 130 X I21X —IX 24380 
MoyM 13475 132X 1X75 -IX 22X2 
JunM I37X I347S I34X -IX 19,116 
JdM 141X I38X 138.x -IX 9.613 
AugM I4U0 T4I.7S 141X -175 1832 

SepM 145.» I4&7S 14&M —IX 9447 
Ed.sd«s:14(IM. Pm. sdes : 21882 
Pm. open ML; I4&I58 up 2.394 

BRENT OIL (IPS) 

UA.danaisperbaml • krisd I5X bonds 
MorM 1442 U9I UtS —OJ3 41054 
' — 1471 1427 1429 -U1 51393 

14M 1644 1465 -077 19462 

1119 1492 1493 —072 11678 

1541 1574 1110 -075 11X6 


JunM 
Jul98 
AugM 
SepM 

EsLsolesidUOO.. hev. soles X,7D3 
Pm. open biL 23132S up 1492 


Stock Indexes 

SP COMP INDEX (CMER) 

2XkiAdtt 

JimM in7Xn04MI1l7X +6X3540)9 
SepM 1121701117X112670 +4X 7751 

Dk 9B 1131701129X113100 +IX 12N 
EsL wtes NA Tun sdtes 121994 
Um optel M 357421. up 336 

prsElMOlPFE) 

£2j PflrbidMPQftil 

JunM 599(L0 S97BA 59500 —117 151973 
Ed.solC£ 25X1 Pm. sdes: 21352 
Pm.opnM. 1S6 pIM up 273 

CAC«{MATin 

FF3Xperl(HteiipCinl 

AwM 391611 38S8J0 387BA-4X 36,116 

MOVM 3890A X71S 3X1J-3X 657 

JunM 3S7U 383IA 38410 -SX 17.005 

S^M 38797 3S76A 3871.0 -IX 11225 

Esi 18X1 

Open InL: 77,773 oE 11931 


Commodity indexes 

C3ose Picvlaas 

Moodyt 140130 14XX 

Revleis 177CX 1X9.90 

OJ. Fuhna 138-10 13970 

CRB 22159 22S.8d 

Scaieea: Mam AssiKKiM Plea Landfn 
/rRTRrwKM/f'ifftoes EHCfMflgi / a 77 
AXnteum Grabsqpe. 


Reserve policymakers to hoM 
rates steady at their meetiiig 
Tuesday also encouraged in- 
vestors. But some a^ysts 
said the central bank might 
raise rates after its next meet- 
ing May 19, 'especially if 
there is no convincing sign 
soon that the Asian fi^cial 
crisis is having an impact on 
the U.S. economy. 

“If the first quarter is rea- 
sonably strong and di^ don't 


see a marked slowdown in 
.April, at that point they will 
seriously ctasider moving," 
s^d Martin Regalia, an econ- 
omist of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Wttries about corporate 
profits also kqtf investors on 
edge. Technology stocks, 
w^h have been market lead- 
ers, were held back after 
Comp-USA said falling 
{xlces and higher costs would 


hurt earning s. CompUSA fell 

5»/6to21. 

“Conqjanies are produ- 
cing negative surprises ^ tm 
increasing rate,’ said 
Richard Eakle, an independ- 
market strategist in Fair 
Haven, New Jersey. ‘‘Busi- 
ness isn’t as robust as it was 
just a year ago." 

Intel feU 15/16 toTTVi after 
PC World magazine said the 
company’s new lower-jxiced . 


Celeron chip was slower in 
performing some tasks ihM a 
rival chip from Advanced Mi- 
cro Devices. 

Philip M«iis was the most 
actively traded stock, falling 
1 1 1/16 to 40 after the Senate 
approved a resolution to deny 
leg^ relief to dgarette 
makers sued for health re^ 
sons. The stock has fallen 7 
percent this weeL 

(AP, Bloomberg) 
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Ad Agencies Ponder Problem: Success 


By Carol Marie Cropper 

Nete York Times Serrite 

NEW YORK — Executives at Sicola 
Martin, an advertising agency in Aus- 
tin, Teacas, have a problem: Business is 
booming, and their high-technol<^ 
clients' business is boonung, t(X>. 

How is that a problem? Just try find- 
ing and then holding onto talented woik- 
ers, they say, echoing a bmeni beard 
throughout the tuJvertising industry. 

‘ ‘We're often training pet^le only to 
lose them." said Barbara Matijevich, a 
spokeswoman at the $53 million 
agency. "We lose a lot of people to the 
high-tech companies themselves." 

Sicola Martin — facing fierce com- 
petition for workers from computer 
companies as well as within the ad- 
vertising industry — may be having a 
particularly tough time. But executives 
around the Unitra States say reennting 
good people has been more diffi cult in 
tile past couple of years. 

Many bl^e the industry itself, in 
part at least, for the crunch. 


Bunch Drake, fxesident and chief 
executive of the American Association 
of Atlveitising Agencies in New York, 
said rhat during tbeicccssioo of the late 
1980s and early 1990s, agencies 
stopped hiring and laid off the middle 
managers they now needed. 

"We’re now paying the penalty for 
that,"hesai<L "We sort of lost a whole 
generation of new people.” 

Anne Melanson, di^tor of human 


Companies are fighting 
to retain talented staff. 


resources at tiie Bates Worldwide unit 
of Cndiant Communications Group 
PLC, a S6 billion agency based in New 
York, said that some of those lost work- 
ers became freelancers and were now 
(joite happy on their own. About 10 
percent of the petmle her ^ency would 
like to hire were neelancing, she said. 

As the ecoflony has improved, othezs 
have jumped to lucrative jobs at con- 


sulting firms and in corporate maikehDg 

departments, leaving lagging agency 
salaries behind, Mr. Drake said. 

Camille Weas, human resource 
manager at Campbell Mitfaun Esiy m 
Minneapolis, an $863 million agency 
Tbflt is majority-owned by the Inter- 
public Group of Companies, s^d 
Campbell Mithuo stoppra popping 
for young MBAs in the late 80s be- 
cause advertising salaries were ^ 
longer competitive. ® 

D’Arcy Masius Benton & Bowles 
Communicatioas in New York, the 
flagship of MacManus Group, doubled 
its new-worker bounty to $1,000 last 
year, said Leslie Engel, human 
sources director. Ms. Engel said, it 
took peiix^s twice as long to fill a 
vacancy as it once did. 

All t^ would seem to be good news 
for recruiting firms at least — except 
for one thing. Robert Herman, of t^ 
Robert Herman Co. in New Yoik, said 
he lost about $200,000 in foes last year 
as prospective hires were lured back by 
their old agencies. 
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Paris Gets 
EU Deadline 
On Lyonnais 
Asset Sales 


BloomhfTgi\eH.i 

'BRUSSELS — France has 
..OM month to propose asset 
sales by Credit Lyonnais SA 
after which the bank mav have 
to repay pan of the siiie aid 

^16.14 billion) bailout, the 
Eur^an Commission said 
Wednesday. 

. 1116 ZOmember commis- 
sion. ihe European Union's ex- 
ecutive agency, unanimously 
voted to step up pressure on the 
French gwernment, signaling 
ite increasing frustraiion at ihe 
.rising cost of rescuing Credit 
Lyonnais. Europe’s most ex- 
pensive bailout. The commis- 
sion said it would send a letter 
to the government setting its 
conditions for clearing the bail- 
out. the first time it has made 
such a move. 

TTie commission could order 
the state-controlled bank to re- 
pay the 6.6 billion francs it has 
reedved since 199.^ when EU 
antitrust officials cleared the 
first pan of a government res- 
cue, if no agreement has been 
reached by the time the one- 
month deadline has elapsed. 

“Things are heating up,” 
said Marc Louvet, d^uty di- 
rectOT-generid at the credit rat- 
ing j^ency Fitch IBCA in Paris. 
“I'm positive a solution will be 
found, as ii's inconceivable that 
Credit Lyonnais will repay the 
state aid. This is last-minute 
haggling." 

Dominique Sirauss-Kahn. 
France’s finance minister, re- 
fused to say whether France 
would meet the one-month 
deadline. The minister said 
talks would continue with the 
commission until a solution 
was found dial satisfied all 
parties. France has agreed to 
sell its controlling stake in die 
bank, probably next year, end- 
ing years of state subsidies. 

Credit Lyonnais' shares fell 
5 francs, or 0.9 percent, to close 
at 545. 


Prices Rise as Yugoslavia Devalues Dinar 


»' -■/l.V./Jn . A,, .-.h, 

Belgrade — The government 
devalued the Yugoslav dinar by 45 
percent Wednc.sday, prompting an 
automatic increase in gasoline und 
other prices in the already strapped 
country. ‘ 

The federal government ex- 
plained the move as a measure 
aimed at achieving market siabiliiy. 
^e governor of the central bank. 
Dusan Vlatkovic. .^id the devalu- 
ation would "climin.itc the black 
market and stimulate exports." 

Bui black-market vendors ndju.s- 
led their rates and continued selling 
and buying foreign currencies on the 
streets. The dinar had been changing 
hands on the black market at 5."t) to 
5.2 Deutsche marks before the of- 
ficial devaluation. Afieiward, black- 
market rates were 6.0 to 6.3 DM. 

The devaluation, which put the 
dinar at 6.0 DM compared with .3.3 


DM before the move, raised fean of 
inflation and price rises. Even Prime 
Minislt^ Radoje Koadc warned that 
as a direct result of the dex’aluaiim. 
“inflation will be unavoid^le, es- 
pecially in the immediate period 
ahead.” 

The ripples were felt as far away 
as Costa Mesa, California, where 
ICN Pharmaceuticals Inc. said it ex- 
pected a second-quarter loss of us 
much as S27 million because of the 
devaluation. ICN, which gets about 
.30 percent of its sale.s from 
Yugoslavia, said it would imme- 
diately apply to raise prices there. 

Tlic lower dinar rate could help 
exporters in the short run because 
they produce mostly low-quality 
go^s. which require few imported 
raw materials, and expensive goods, 
which will become more attract- 
ively priced abroad. 

But for the average citizen, the 


new rate will mean a substantial 
decline in already mo^st monthly 
earnings, which stood at around 200 
Deutsche marks |$I09) on average 
before the devaluanoo. 

Yugoslav economists fif>t called 
on the central bank to devalue the 
dinar in November, when the spread 
between the official and the black- 
market rate sianed to widen. They 
insisted the old rate of 3.3 dinar to 
the Deutsche mark could not be sus- 
tained by the state, which had a $10 
billion exiemul debt, a S2.4 billion 
trade gap, more than 100 billion 
dinars in domestic debt. 

Economists have often argued 
that the central bank’s haid-cur- 
rency reserves are too lean to defend 
the dinar at any rate since it does not 
have enough hard currency to cover 
one month of imports. The central 
bank does not disclose its foreign- 
exchange reser\'es, but independent 


estimates pm them at around $250 
million in Febni^. Yugoslavia's 
monthly import bill amounts to al- 
most 5400 million. 

(AF, Reusers, Bloomberg) 

■ The ZlotT Movies On 

The Polish government on Wed- 
nesday approved a new foreign-ex- 
change law to make the zloty con- 
vertible for mosr foreign trade 
transactions and allow its purchase 
abroad. Bloomberg News reponed 
from Warsaw. 

The draft legiskmtn, which must 
be approved by die Sejm, or lower 
house of Parliament, allows pay- 
ments in zloty for foreign goods and 
services. The'law also allows zIoqt to 
be purchased in other countries. It is a 
step toward making the zloty fully 
convertible by 2000 as Poland opens 
its maiket and adjusts legislation to 
meet European Union nomis. 


Finmeccanica Posts Loss for ’97 


ROME — Finmeccanica posted a 
net loss Wednesday of 2.35 uillion 
lire ($1.29 billion.) for 1997 but said 
an agreement for a joint venture be- 
tween its .AIcnia subsidiary and GEC- 
Marccxii Ltd. of Britain would be 
“concluded quickly." 

Finmeccanica's result.^ were hit 
by exceptional charges of 1 .629 tril- 
lion lire for restructuring. In 1996. 
the company had a loss of 540 bil- 
lion lire. Ils sales last year rose 10 
percent, to 15.282 trillion lire. 

The new entity would be the 
biggest manufacturer of defense 


systems in Europe and the third- 
higgest sucli company in the world. 
It would have annual sales of more 
than 2.7 uillion lire and employ 
9.500 people. 

An agreement would mark an- 
other step toward consolidation of 
Europe's weapons industry to match 
a wave of U.S. mergers. The U.S. 
linkups have produced companies 
such as Lockheed Martin Coip, and 
Boeing Co., powerful rivals for con- 
tracts because of their lean cost 
structures aud large research 
budgets. 

For Finmeccanica, a state-con- 


trolled company that has long been 
unprofitable, the link-up with G^- 
Marconi, a subsidiary of General 
Electric Co. of Britain, is pan of a 
larger plan to become a financial 
holding company for various ven- 
tures with international partners. 

Eich of the founders w'ould own 
half of the new entity*, which would 
operate as a holding company over- 
seeing Briri.sh and Italian units con- 
mining some of the businesses of the 
two parents, notably civil radar sys- 
tems. guided missiles and battlefield 
command systems. 

(AFP, Bloomberg ( 


Swiss Take Aim at Money Laundering 


The Assixuied Press 

BERN — Seeking to shed its im- 
age as a haven for Hl-gonen gains , 
Switzerland on Wednesday closed a 
loophole that allowed money-laun- 
derers to skirt previous resu*iclioiis. 

Under ihe new law. which took 
effect Wednesday, Swiss banks and 
other money managers are required 
to report to federal authorities any 
“well-founded suspicion" about 
the source of deposits. 

In response to iis own embar- 
rassment and international pressure, 
Switzerland has been woraing for 


years to tighten its laws gainst 
money laundering and to return to 
other countries any dubious money 
brought here In* foreign rulers. 

The change brings Switzerland 
up to basic international standards 
for dealing with money laundering. 

In a 19^ amendment to Switzer- 
land’s banking-secrecy law. bankers 
were given the icgal right to report 
suspicions to the govemmenL 
Under the change, they are now 
required to report those suspicions 
and freeze the assets. 

The change also applies to law- 


yers and other money managers, 
who for the first time come under 
other rules that previously applied 
only to banks. 

In the past, bankers have tended 
to balk at looking tooclosely into the 
activities of their customers. 

Reports are to be made to a special 
branch of the Federal Office of Po- 
lice Affairs, which may then pass the 
matter on to prosecuting authorities. 

Any finance professional, includ- 
ing insurers, who fails to comply 
wiU be Liable for a fine of 200,000 
Swiss francs ($129,450). 


Vickers Denies 
Getting New VW 
Offer For Rolls 

Reuiers 

LO.NDON — Vickers PLC. 
owner of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd. , on Wednesday denied 
having received a re^i^ offer 
for the luxury carmaker ftom 
Volkswagen .AG after selecting 
VW’s German rival B.MW aG 
as the preferred bidder. 

Vickers said reports that it 
had received a revised VW' bid 
and was holding tall« with the 
company had “no substance." 

The statement contradicted 
comments made Tues^y by 
Rolls-Royce's chief executive, 
Graham Morris, who said in 
Germany that a new VW offer 
had been made. Vickers said 
Wednesday that this was wrong 
and gave what it called the “of- 
ficial" version of events. 

Vickers said it had entered 
into four weeks of exclusive 
talks wl!'* ' ayerisebe Motoren 
Werkr .-.'.J, which was selected 
as the preferred bidder Mon- 
day. BMW made a£340 million 
($569.4 million) offer for 
Rolls-Royce. 

Vickers said it was “not in 
discussions” with any other 
party. “There have been no 
more new offers," it said. 
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iDkiniu.iiul HmiM Tribune | 

Very briefly: 


•'f 


• British .Airways PLC will raise its stake in the German 
airline Deutsche BA to 100 percent from 65 percent by buying 
stakes from Bankgesellschaft Berlin AG and Com-i 
merzbank AG; the price was not disclosed. 

• RWE AG will buy Huels AG, the detergents and solvents* 

business of VEB.A AG, for between 500 million and 6(X) 
million Deutsche marks ($271 million to $326 million) to tn-> 
lo gain market share in bulk chemicals. ' i 

• French new-car registrations rose 20.9 percent in March 
compared with the same month last year. Economists said the' 
figures provided evidence that stronger consumer spending^ 
would help fuel economic growth Ais year. 

• British Midland Ainvav’s posted pretax profit for 1997 of 

£17.3 million ($28.9 million), up from £6.1 million in 1^6, 
on a 10.7 percent increase in sales, to £529.3 million. Tlie: 
carrier, which is 40 percent owned by Scandinavian .Airline 
System and 60 percent by a group of investors, said aUiances- 
with 1 7 imemationaJ airlines had helped it surmount increased 
competition from new low-cost carriers. ^ 

• Lloyds TSB Group PLC will take a first-half loss of £100 

million on the sale of its Black Horse estate agencies. Lloyds * 
TSB sold the business, the fourth-largest real-estate agency 
chain in Britain, to Bradford & Bingley Building Society for~ 
£56 million. * * 

• Independent Newspapers PLC posted a .'^6 percent in- 
crease in pretax profit for 1997, lo a record 100 million Irish 
punts ($73.6 million). The group last month look conuol of the 
unprofitable British newspaper The Independent. 

• De La Rue PLC, the world’s biggest supplier of banknotes..! 
plans to break its banknote division into four separate units in' 
a drive to improve profit in an indusuy plagued by oversupply.,,. 
The company issued a profit warning in February that;, 
triggered a 25 percent drop in its share price in one day. ■' /> 

Bloomberg, Reuien 
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a Thailand’s Exporters 
Get $1 Billion Loan 

ADB Aid May Be Model for Other Deals 


By Thomas Crampton 

Inienutional Herald Tribune 
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BANGKOK — The Asian De- 
velojAient Bank announced Wed> 
nes<toy that it would lead a con* 
sortium of 64 imemaiionai banks lo 
a $I billion syndicaied loan to 
Thai exponers, the first such loan 
since Asia's economic crisis beean 
last summer. 

The watershed deal u ill serx e as a 
model for similar arrangemems un- 
der discussion in other troubled 
countries in the nsgion. said Miisuo 
Saio. president of the bank. 

The loan is the fcsl syndicated 
loan to Thailand since last May and 
the lai]gesi one in the country's and 
the bank's history. 

The money, available immedi- 
ately, will be funneled through Thai- 
land’s central bank and the Export- 
Import Bank of 'niailand to help 
manufacturers finance the produc- 
gy tion of exports. 

Although the majority of Thai 
exports rely on short-term financing 
for raw materials, no loans have 
been available to the country's in- 
dustries since its economic crisis 
began last July. 

When Thailand's currency' col- 
lapsed and international investors 
pulled out of the stock market, for- 
eign banks limited their exposure by 
only keeping open existing credit 
lines and extending no new loans. 

Despite a sh^ devaluation of the 
currency, Thailand’s exports con- 
tracted in dollar terms in January 
compared with a year earlier, ac- 
cording to data released this we^. A 
45 percent plunge in Imports in dol- 
lar tenns over the same period rais^ 



concern that Thai manul'aclurcrs 
could no longer afford to import 
necessary raw materials. 

"The portfolio guys were the first 
lo come back to the stock market In 
January; now we bankers are re- 
luming loo,” said Henry Ho. Thai 
country manager for Ciliba^. 

The buj^en said they were con- 
fident in Joining in the syndicated 
loan because of recent economic 
reforms pushed through by the gov- 
ernment and because of the devel- 
opment bank had guaranteed the in- 
terest and principal for the first three 
j'ears of Hie five-year loan. 

David Matthews, director of glob- 
al loan syndications ar Barclays Cap- 
ital, said, "Once the ADB commits 
concerning the early pan, extending 
the loan becomes veiy appealing." 

Because export loans lo manu- 
facturers typically last six to eight • 
weeks before repayment, the $1 bil- 
lion loan could be used to extend as 
much us $7 billion annually toward 
exports. The development bank es- 
limated Thailand’s total expun 
funding requirements over the next 
two years at S160 billion. 

si?MUOT^S^Yoa™ Economy Falters, Firms Rely on Exports as Engine of Growth 

its pledg^ by the United Slates and 

t'lugiliiil In- ' hir \tilf F '»« ir* 


hul Bnin.firuiri. 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS — Acting Prime Minister Kim Jong Pil, second from left, opening the 
office of the Financial Supervisory Commission, a new independent regulator overseeing 
South Korean financial institutions. The commission had its first meeting Wednesday in Seoul. 


Seoul Posts Record Trade Surplus 


Jap^ should soon start to the 
liquidity crisis for ITiai exporters, 
Pridayaihom Devakula. president of 
the Expon-Impoft Bank of Thailand, 
said. 

“The lack of liquidity has delayed 
shipments, but starting now T think the 
nj^tmare will be over.” be said 

But, although exponers will feel 
some relief, interest rates hovering 
around 20 percent continue to hurt 
other parts of the economy. 


Indonesia to Draft Bankruptcy Law 


Bloomberg Sen s 

JAKARTA — The govern- 
ment will unveil a bankruptcy law 
in May to replace regularions t^t 
have hinder^ Indonesia’s eco- 
nomic recovery. Justice Minister 
Muladi said Wednesday after 
meeting with President Suharto. 

The International Monetary 
Rmd, which brokered Indone- 
sia’s S43 billion intematiooid aid 
package, has been posing the 
government to overhaul the bank- 
ruptcy code. Bankers have said 
the code is a major obstacle to 
resolving the problem of Indone- 
sian coiporatioas' S71 billion in 
/on?igqjJebt . „ 


“There’s a negative image of 
how we uphold the law in In- 
donesia,” Mr. Muladi said. “This 
has to be improved, and the fves- 
ident is very determined that the 
law be upheld perfectly.” 

He did not specify any changes 
contained in tbe law. The current 
bankruptcy laws date from before 
1945, when Indonesia was still a 
Etatch colony. 

Although dozens of Indonesian 
con^pames have defaulted on 
debts since tbe counoy 's financial 
crisis began last year, none has 
been successfully sued by cred- 
hors to recover losses, and none 
been liqu idated 


SEOUL — South Korea posted a 
record $3.74 billion trade surplu.s in 
March, the government said Wed- 
ne.sday, as an economy tottering to- 
ward recession forced companies to 
focus on increasing exports. 

it wa.s the fifth straight monthly 
gain. South Korea's currency, the 
won, has plunged in value in the last 
year. A weak cunency lifts exports 
by making goods cheaper abroad 
while mal^g imports more costly. 

The March su^lus was a sharp 
turnaround from a $3.48 billion def- 
icit a year ago. It increased the coun- 
try's cumulative January-March 
trade surplus to $8.58 billion, com- 
pared with a $7.33 billion shortfall 
during the same period of 1997. 

Exerts rose 6.9 percent from Feb- 
ruajy. to $12.12 billion, as Korean- 
made steel, petrochemicals and other 


products became more competitive 
on world markets. In^XHts fell almost 
.^6 percent, lo $8.4 billion. 

"We cut imports of capital goods 
70 percent this year,” said Ki Ho 
Chul, planning and coordination 
manager at Hyundai Group. South 
Korea's biggest industrial group, or 
chaebol. “We couldn't curb raw 
materia] imports because we need 
these to make our exports.” 

Analysis said South Korea’s 
trade surplus was bound to shrink 
through the year because exporters 
had nearly exhausted inventories of 
raw materials and would soon have 
to import huge amounts of goods. 

Compaiues are having difficulty 
financing imports because of South 
Korea’s lowly credit rating and shaky 
banks. The government said it would 
use S2 billion of credit recentiy 
provided by the World Bank lo help 


unpor 
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DAJVONE; Franck Riboud Clears Way for Fresh Expansion 




EURO: An Unstoppable Momentum? 

Continued-fhim Page 11 


courage economic activity, the cen- 
tral banks of Euiopean countries 
will virhially. go out of business 
when die euro is in place. They will 
be replaced by the European Central 
R anlf , which Will Set monetary 
policy for all 11 countries, even 
though national economies may be 
operating on different cycles. 

The single currency is making iB 
debut in optimal times. Economic 
growth on the Cemtinent is healthy 
tw the first time in seven years. Oil 
prices and interest rates are histor- 
icfllly low. lliat's good for now, but 
if any of those factors reverses itself 
the weaker euro members could be 
caught in a bind. 

StiU, the conventional wisdom 
among the single cu r re n cy’s backers 
^^is that tbe euro will be a success. 

A euro disaster, say those who 
believe in the single currency, 
would be a repudiation of 
everything that has been built by tire 


Continued from Page 11 

Even after exchanging the wind- 
surfer for the office. Mr. Riboud 
stuck close to another outdoor pi- 
ston — skiing — by signing on with 
the French sn maker Rossignol SA 
' to work ar a i^ibo' planned for Vef- 
mont Several snowless winters later. 
Mr. Riboud in 1981 joined his fa- 
ther’s company, then BSN Croupe. 

Over the years he held a variei^ of 
jobs, helping, for instance, with the 
S2J billion t^eover in 1^2ofRJR 
Nabisco's European biscuit and 
snack activities and running Evian. 
In 1992, be took over the company’s 
international expansion soategy. 
Still, the reception was decidedly 


Europe^ Union in the more than 40 
years since the Treaty of Rome es- 
tablished the EoFopeaD Common 
Market The price of failure is not 
only high, but unpayable, in terms of 
collap^g currencies political 
recriminations, they say. 

The euro, said 'Tbieny de Mom- chilly in 1994 when his lather, ^t- 
brial of the French IjBlitute for In- oine, named him to the No. 2 position 


temational Relations, “is con- 
demned to succeed.” 

■ German Skeptic Files Suit 

Manfied Bronoer, an opponent of 
European integration and a former 
Europe CoD^ssioD official, filed 
a petition to the Germany’s highest 
court on Wednesday seeing to stop 
German participation in the single 
currency, Reuters reported from 
Boim. 

The lawsuit comes a day before 
Germany’s Federal Constitutional 
Court is to decide whether it will 
accept a similar petition from a 
group of professors for adjudication 
or throw it out without a hearing. 


with its implicit right of succession. 

The cold-shoulder treatment cou- 
tinued in 1996, when Antoine 
stepped down at 77. The Riboud 
family owned less than 1 percent of 
the shares, it was noted, and at 40. 
Franck Riboud was considered by 
many to be too young to run 
Europe's third-Iargest food com- 
pany, after Nestle and Unilever. 

Last October, Mr. Riboud took 
Danone to Wall Street, sellii^ 3 
million American deposiuuy 
shares, not so much to raise capinti 
as to show the Danone flag. The 
shares have risen strongly ft^ the 
initial offering price of $31. They 
were quoted late Wednesday at 


$47.75, down 37.5 cents. 

The stock got its latest lift in 
Janua^ on news that Danone's rev- 
enue in 1997 rose S.4 percent, to 
88.47 billion firancs (514.31 billionl, 
with profit rising 8.3 percent, to 3.66 
billion francs. 

In parL Daiione is simply riding a 
wave of restructurings as European 
food manufacturers and distributors 
reinvent themselves to overcome 
ccHisumer stagnation and break out 
of narrow national boundaries. 

In 1996, Unilever announced it 
was shedding about 20 pereent of its 
$50 billion ai businesses in a major 
restructuring. In December, two of 
France’s biggest food distributors, 
Rromodes SA and Casino SA, agreed 
to an infonnal alliance. 

That followed by about a year a 
S3.2 billion takeover of Docks de 
France by another giant food re- 
tailer, Auchan S A. It was in the early 
1990s. when E^anone was still BSN 
Croupe and Antoine Riboud was 
running ii, that the company realized 
its strategy needed tuning. When 
recession throttled Europe in 1S>93, 
its revenue contracted for the first 
time even operating maig^ slipped 
below 10 percent, beginninga slide 
that was not arrested until 1996. 

To regain momentum, Franck Ri- 
boud raised $850 million in 1 997 by 
scrapping less valuable product 
lines, selling Danone's soup txisi- 
ness to Campbell Soup Co. and 
selling subsidiaries that made 


sauces, pasta and ready-to-eat meals 
to a group of investors. At the same 
time, be concentrated on yogurt, 
beverages and other products in 
which Danone was a le^er. 

Part of the strategy has been to 
follow the broader trend to branded 
products by shaping the Danone 
name into a global trademark, in- 
cluding changing the company 
name from BSN Croupe in 1994. In 
Europe, Mr. Riboud added Danone 
to local brand names on products 
such as mineral water and crackers: 
in North America, he introduced a 
Canadian spring water under the 
Dannon brand. 

For die future, Mr. Riboud is look- 
ing to expand railside Europe. Last 
year, a fourth of Danone’s revenue 
was getKTaeed outside Europe, com- 
pared widi 5 percent five years ago. 

“1 need people with increasing 
buying power — in Mexico, Brazil, 
Aigentina, Asia,” he said. The recent 
tuimoil in the Fv East does not upset 
him. While economies in Southeast 
Asia, such as Indonesia, are hardest 
hit, roughly half of Danrae's $865 
million of annual revenue in Asia and 
the P^i& region comes from China, 
and most of rest comes from India 

and New Zealand. 

In the United States, sales in 1997 
totaled about SI billion, compared 
with ro ughl y $200 million five 
years ago, and Riboud says his 
strategy there is to “build around 
our existing activities. ’ ’ 


REPUBUC OF LEBANON 
MINISTRY OF MUNICIPAL AND RURAL AFFAIRS 
COUNCIL FOR DEVELOPMENT AND RECONSTRUCTION 
SOLID WASTE /ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROJECT 
INVITATION TO TENDER 

Cazas of Tripoli (TripolLEl Mina,EI Beddawi,EI Bahsass and El Qalamoun 
Packages 1,2 , and 3 : Supply of Collection and Cleaning Equipment 

Ri*»ubiic of Ubanon has tecwved funding from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Dm-elopment 

.inom Iftwards the cost of Impnnwcnt of the solid waste management sector in Lebanon and it is intended that 
pa^of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to cliBibIc payments for the Supply of Collection and Cleaning 

?2“‘tepuWic'’of of R-r*! Aff.ir, .nd the Council for 

ir 1 L.»t and Reconstruction (CDR). in^-ites sealed bids from eligible contractors for the following : 

1 ’ sS^of 3 waste collection compactor tnicks (capacity m^) and 6 waste collection compactor 

PACKAGE 2 : cnntnincr. (vnlum. SOO L) nnd 700 wnsU- K>lv.n»»l contnincr, 

n.r-ic.rE % ■ SninlTof rtwt '"“bile equipmenl, namely 7 pick-up vehicles. ) utility mick, 1 

PACKAGE 3 . S "PP‘a ^ 5- . I!!L w Jliing / watering .chide, 1 mechnnicnl street sweeper. I ..heel loader nnd I 

water unit tract ^ the World Bank’s guidelines and the packages will be 

ThU 'j! „„'^cqnite the bidding docuraems and bid for one nr mote of 

considered separately »oa aisunmj- 

the abwennentioned three pa^g» ^ for one or more of the abov<- 

Contractors who haw sub^to posHua»^w**™ according to the criteria .stated in the bidding 

mentioned packages and mil M i j„,aj,abie for collection at CDR offices againsllhc sum of USS 200 

doenments. The bidding docum ^ banker’s certified check in the name of the Council for 

(two hundred) for each pack^e ^ ril 1998 and are tobc n?tuiwed 1^^^ 

Dm-elopment and 14th of Mav 19W at the following address: 

noon (Beirut local tmie) on . Xallct el Serail - Beirut - Lebanon. 

The Council for Development ano „fMavl998 at twehc o’clock noon (Beirut local 

Tbe bid opening will lake place at me 

lu. obtained from: The Council for Dmelopmeni and Reconstruction - Taller el Serail - 
Further information Facsimiles 

Beirut. Ubanon - Phone: 


FL TRUST SWITZERLAND 

Societe d'investissement a Capital Variable - SICAV 
26, avenue AAonterey 
L-2^63 LUXEMBOURG 

R-O L«ucaBboa>9 B S3.846 

Shareholders are hereby convened lo auend the Statutory 
General Meeting ot Uic SKareholdeis. which will take plao.* at the 
company’^ ri^cUiU-red office in Luxembourg on April 15. 1998 ai 
15:00 for the purpose of considering and volin" iipun the 
following points: 

AGENDA OF THE gTATnTQRY CENERsVL MEETING 

1. Reports of the Boai4 of Directors and of the 
Indqiendaol Auditor. 

2. Approvid of the Finanrid Statements nude-np as 
orDeeenibcr 31, 1991 

3. Disehavfre to the Directors and to the 
ladqieiidaiit Aoifiton 

4. St^iitoiy appoiiilments ; 

5. AUseellaBeoiiB. 

RenlutioDA on the agenda of the Statutory (^neral Mivting will 
require no quorum and wiii be taken at the majortv of the vntei. 
exprcaard by the shareholders present or represented. 

Shareholdcn who cannot attend the meeting are invited lo M-nd 
a pron* to ihr registered office to arrive not later than April 10, 
1997. Vroxy forms wilt be sent lo reghtend shareholders. Proxy 
forms may also be obtain'd from the rostered office. 

The owners of bearer shares will have to depOMt their shorn- five 
clear days before the mtvling at uHhen 

- BANgUE FERRIEK LULLIN (HJXEMliOURG) SA., 
26, avenue Monterey, L - 2 1 63 Luxembourg 

- FERRiER Ll''rriN & CIE SA., 1.5, me IViIioi. 
CH- 1211 Geneve II 

- SV'ISS RANK CORPORATION. One Exchange Square. 
25lli blcmr. 8. (^nnaught PUia\ Hong Kong 

- DKU.VCKV WORMS S QF, S.A.. 55. rue La Bmitic. F - 75UU8 
PARIS 

- CKKDITCENERALPKBANQUES.AjCrand-Plaee,B- KHXI 
BRUXELLES. 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Very briefly: 


ners obtain leners of credit. It 
will also use SI billion of loans sup- 
plied by the .-Asian Development 
Bank to guarantee trade financing. 

"Optimism is shaky because there 
is little room forexpotTgrownh,” said 
Lee Hahn Koo, pr^ideni of Daewoo 
Research Institute. “The country’s 
industrial base shows signs of col- 
lapsing as the prolonged financial 
crisis forced companies to abandon 
investment plans. ' 

In the first three months, imports 
of raw materials tumbled 35.4 per- 
cent from a year earlier, to SI 1.46 
billion, almost half of aJ) imports, 
because of reduced demand, l^wer 
prices played a part, led by a 53.8 
percent drop in the cost of imported 
wood. Prices for pulp, ^ass 
products, steel and textile filers also 
were lower. 

lAP, Bloomberf*. Reuters) 


• HSI Semces Ltd., the compiler of Hong Kong's 33- 
company blue-chip Hang Seng Index, will launch a broader 
stock index — the Hang Seng 1(X) index — on April 20. llie 
new index will include the 100 companies with the largest 
market capitalization on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. 

• Shimizu Corp., Japan's top contractor, said it would have a 
group net loss, its first in three years, of 46ii billion yen 
($349.3 million) for the year that ended Tuesday because of 
wriie-offs and the country's economic slowdown. 

• Yunzhou Coal Mining Co., the first Chinese state en- 
terprise to offer new shares in Hong Kong this year, made its 
trading debut Wednesday, closing at 2.475 Hong Kong dollars 
(31.95 U.S. cents), up from an offer price of 2.42 dollars, 
despite weak market conditions. 

• China's machinery and electronics expons rose 33 percent 
from a year earlier, to S8.8 billion, in the first two months of 
1998 amid rising demand for Chinese exports outside Asia, 
the official Xinhua news agency said. Exports to the United 
States Jumped 24 percent and those to the European Union 
rose 35.9 {xrcem m the two months, while expons to South 
Korea fell 20.5 percent 

• New Zealand's WestpacTnist McDennon Miller Index of 
consumer sentiment in the latest quaner fell 4.8 percent to 
102.9, its lowest level since the fourth quaner of 1991, amid 
worries about interest rates, employment, drought and the 
effects of the Asia crisis. 

• Japan's domestic vehicle sales fell 20.7 percent in March 
from a year earlier. It was the 12th consecutive month of 
decline as record unemployment and lower wages kept buyers 
out of showrooms. 

• Coca-Cola Amatil Ltd., the largest soft-drink bonier in the 
Asia^acific region, said it was confident despite the region’s 
economic nirraoU and cited sharp growth in the Philippines 
and steady Indonesian sales. 

• Air Lanka, Sri Lanka's newly privatized national carrier, 

will buy six Airbus aircraft for $550 million, the stao: pri- 
vatization agency said. Blotmdterg, Reuters. AFF 
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9^44ft • — - -- 

■ J1V* 
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SViSi 
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.30 S 
ta B H C IHO 18 
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ITftlSVv NtCIQ 
inkUISH NGMM 
lOft fW NinCH 
ITVV ISVi NtUSi 
17ft 1510 NtCSQ 
lift 1$ft NtH. 
l4ftkl|H NICAP2 
ISft 13ft Nl^ 

iAU.IA NtIMO 

I3H IIW NIPIM2 .730 58 
■AH 14)0 MvbiQI .0$ A3 
16ft I4ft NtlOl 
16ft l«f NtNIAd 
16ft 14ft NvMO 

Wft f HiiAkl 

lOftlOH NldYMV 860 58 
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l.01a 5‘9 
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fOo M 
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17ft IS NtNYQI 
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I7H 15W NNI^ 4? 
lift 12ft NtPAPa .71 58 
Uft 14VU NUVPP .97 43 
Uft lift NtPIM 94 S8 
17ft lift NvPjWI I4Q aJ 
15ft 13*1 NutPI 89a 41 
Uft ISUftNuvPa .93 d S.9 
ISft 12ft NinPM 82 5.7 
17ft lift OhnOlne 1.03 68 
lift lOft HvSMM Aid SJ 
14*. 1410 KIWSH .91 41 
l6 14 NS1TU 87 47 
ISft 13ft NSTFD £1 58 
44ft 17ft OEA 83 1.9 
57ft 40ft OGEEagy 286 48 
13ft AftkOHM^ 
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27Vkl4W Oenwr 
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47ft 23W OobilaDA 80 l.l 
4|ft 2Sft OiwVUB • 84 28 
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im 960 OppMS 84 e.1 
Sft 7W OpVWBd 87 44 
48ft Mft OiRiRk Z5S 48 
Aft 3VU (MEng 
2fW ISH OnSI 8A 28 
mmiSlft orianCms84 I 8 
23ft II Ofthodon 
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3Sft low oikMo 
26*u16ft 0*SMp 80 28 
19ft 10M OwensM .2M 1.1 
46VU73A0 OwaBB 
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IS I03 314U31H 31ft» -Ht 
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q 112 lOft. 10*. lOfU - 
115 I7VU I7VU l7Vh 4ft 
197 I6». 16*. 16ft - 
302 IbH 16*. lAW -ft 
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a 390 av. 29ft 29*. 
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World Roundup 


Play Ball! Familiar Faces, Teams in New Places 


Floyd Patterson 
Quits Post, Citing 
Loss of Memory 


BOXING The fonner world 
heavyweight champion Floyd Pht- 
terson resigned Wewesday as head 
of the New Ycvk State AdUetic 
Commission, after the disclosure 
that he suffers from significant 
memory loss. 

“After long and careful consid- 
eration, my family and I have de- 
cided Uiat for personal reasons, I 
will resign,” Patterson said in a 
letter to &>vemor George ^taki. 

A source close to the athletic 
commission confirmed a report in 
the New York Post that Patterson 
suffers from problems with short- 
and long-term memory. Many 
•former boxers — includmg Sugar 
Ray Robinson and Muhain^d All 
— have suffered from various 
forms of brain injuries or illnesses, 
or memory loss. 

The Post said a 3V^-hour video- 
tape of a March 20 deposition 
showed that Patterson. 63, was un- 
able to recall important events in 
his career and could not remember 
the names of his closest aides. 

Patterson was asked dozens of 
questions under oath for a suit filed 
by the promoters of so-called ul- 
timate lighting, a sport combining 
mania] arts, boxing and street 
brawling that is bamed in New 
York. 

Patterson could not recall that he 
beat Archie Moore to win the title in 
1 956. or that the fight was in Chica- 
go. Patterson said he thought the 
bout was in New York. He also said 
he thought title fights were still IS 
rounds instead of the current 12. 

“It’s hard for me to think when 
I’m tired,” Patterson said. “Some- 
times. I can't even remember my i 
wife’s name.” (AP) I 


In 17th Opener, 
Ripken Is Blase 
About a Defeat 


CtmvMbyOBrSt^FnmDvfoeha 

It was his 17th successive Opeuii^ 
Day start for the Baltimore Orioles, his 
2,479th consecutive game, his 347th 
Straight since he eclips^ Lou Gehrig’s 
consecutive-games streak on Sept. 6, 
1995. 

But die Baltimore Orioles' opener 
Tuesday at Camden Yaids turned out to 
be Just another game for Cal Rt{ricen and 


AL Reui 


Rypien Headed to Falcons 


FOOTBALL The quarterback 
Mark Rypien will be leaving the St. 
Louis Rams for Atlanta. 

Rypien, an unrestricted free 
agenu has agreed in principle to a 
two-year. S1.8 miiUon contract of- 
fer from the Falcons. He is expected 
to sign the deal early next week. 

Rypien. 35. played in five games 
I^t seaspn for.SL. Louis, complet- 
ing 19 of 39 passes for 270 yards, 
no touchdowns and two intercep- 
tions. The Rams have already ma^ 
a cofmraiunent to Will Furrer as the 
backup quarterback to Tony Banks, 
signing him to a two-year deal. The 
Rams also have another quarter- 


back. Kun Warner. 


the team he would like to see back in the 
World Series for the first time since 
I9S3. As Ripken viewed it, it’s always 
fun to win. and a little more ftin than 
usual to win the first game. 

“Opening Day isdifferenL” Ripken, 
37, said after the Kansas Ci^ Royals 
beat the Orioles, 4-1, b^ind a strong 
pitching effort by Tim Belcher and de- 
spite an equally impressive game by 
Mike Mussina. “It's the closest thing 
you have to an ’event* during the regular 
season.” 

Belcher, starting in place of the in- 
jured Kevin Appier, allowed three hits 
in seven scoreless innings to beat Muss- 
ina, who struck out 1 1 in eight innings. 
Lany Sutton, a rookie, drove in th^ 
runs for the Royals, and Jeft King went 
2-for-2, scoring twice before leaving in 
the fourth because of a sore back. 

It was the fifth straight time the Roy- 
als bad opened the season against Bu- 
timore — and only the second time they 
won. It was also losing debut for Ray 
Miller, the Baltimore manager who re- 
placed Davey Johnson — last season’s 
manager of the year — after Baltimore 
was eliminated by Cleveland in the first 
round of the playoffs. 

Ripken has often contributed to an 
Opening Day victory. In 1989, he hit a 
three-run homer off Boston's Roger 
Clemens to help the Orioles to a 5-4 
victory in a tense, extra-inning contest at 
Memorial Stadium. In his first Orioles’ 
opener, in 1982. Ripken went 3 for S 
with a home run and a double. 

And he also bit home runs to open the 
1983, 1984, 1989 and 1997 seasons. 

Coumi^ his seasons in the minor 
leagues. Tuesday was Ripken's 21st 
Opening Day. but it was as uneventful 
as any he's had. He Went 0 for 3: be 
smick out, fouled out and fried oul Id 
the field, however, he made one stirring 
play, diving to his left to spear a ground 
ball and tlvow to second for a fbrce-ooL 
It was reminiscent of plays by Brooks 
Robinson, who enjoyed 20 Opening 
Days, the only Oriole in history with 
more than Ripken. 



A Flying Start 
For McGwire 
And Cardinals 


The Assiviared Press 

Maik McGwire hit a grand slam 
the fifth inning to lead the St. Louis] 
rarHinnis past the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. on Opening Day. 

Asellout crowd of 47,972 in St. Loui4! 
screamed in anticipation on Tuesday- 
when Delino DeShields walked on a full 
count to Ic^ the bases with McGwire 
on dMk. McGwire didn't disappoinit 
them, hitting a towering drive ±at' 


NL Roundup 
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Sccvtn Scteelci/Aiiencc FcaKe.naK 

Jeff Cirillo of the Brewers stealing second base as Walt Weiss of the Braves tries to come up witb the low throw. 


Oriole partisans were left to shrug 
and remember that it's a long season. 

’ ‘ When you 're on the losing side, you 
do thaL" Ripkeu said. “When you're 
on the winning side, you get to celebrate 
the Opening Day victory. But if you 
look at it in the big picture, it’s one of 
162 ball games. If you have a great 
season, you're going to lose 60 times. 
You hope it’s one of just 60 times.” 
vniita Sex 9, ffngeri 2 Frank 
Thomas, Albert Belle and Robin Ven- 
tura drove in two runs each for visiting 
Chicago in Jerry Manuel's first game as 
manager of the White Sox. 

Winner Jaime Navarro allowed just 
five hits in six shutout innings and Mike 
Cameron saved a home run wh^ he 
leaped in left-center to snare a ninth- 
inning drive by Fernando Tatis diat was 
headi^ over the wail. 

Loser John Burkett was tagged for 
seven runs and six hits, all in the fifth 
inning. 

Detrait 11, Tampa Bays Tampa Bay's 
performance on opening day wasn’t a 


lion of baseball's arrival on Florida's 
west coasL 

The losing pitcher. Wilson Alvare^ 
was pounded for six runs and nine hits in 
2V6 inning s. 

Alvarez seemed the perfect choice to 
start the Rays' first game, and not just 
because the $35 millioo free agent was 
their first big-bucks acquisition. He was 
7-0 gainst die Tigers since June 1993. 
mainfy with the White Sox. 

But he couldn't make it out of the 
third, surrendering hits to the five 
batters in a four-nin second highlighted 
by Joe Randa's two-run double and Joe 
Oliver's two-run single. Randa's RBI 
single in the third cba^ him. 

Ci ewland 10 , Oxttle 9 At the King- 
dome, Seattle, still looking like an ex- 
pansion team as far as die bullpen is 


concerned, wasred a six-nm lead and 
allowed Qeveland to rally for a victory. 

Ken Griffey Jr., Jay Buhner, Ed^. 
Martinez and Russ Davis each homered, 
a reminder that the Mariners hit a record 
264 home runs last year. But then came, 
the boUpeiL which blew 27 save chances 
last season. Bobby Ayala, loser Tony 
Fbssas and Mike Timlin combined to 
allow two hits and five walks in the 
eighth. 

Randy JrrftnsoiL starting perhaps his 
final season with the Mariners, a 9- 
3 lead, but wound up allowing six runs, 

1 1 hits and two wal^ in 5^ innings. 

“It's only one game,” said the Mar- 
iners* manager, Lou PinieUa. “I still 
contend we're going to have good pitch- 
ing. I’m a little disappointed, but it will 
get much better.” IWP.APj 


cleared the left-field wall and broke* 
open a scoreless game. 

McGwire, who also doubled, over-:" 
sb^owed a strong performance ftom 
the winning pitcher, Todd Stottlemyre. . 
The St. Louis starter gave ^ three hits 
in seven-plus irmings and did not allow- 
a runner past second base. 

McGwire’s blast came off the loser, 
Ramon Martinez, to spoil Rupert Mur- 
doch's first game as owner of the. 
Dodgers. 

C r a v e* a. B rewers 1 In Atlanta, the 
Brewers iok in their NL debut when; 
Gerald Williams trotted home from 
thiid after an attempted pickoff throw., 
1^ the Brewers' cateter, Mike Matheny, 


s^ped into left field in the ninth 
The Brewers became the first n 


The Brewers became the first majors., 
l^ue baseball team to switch leagoes- 
since the 1892 season, and played tbeism 
first NL game against the team that lefL 
Milwaul^ for Atlanta after the 1965^ 
season. .. 

Williams, a former Brewer, walked 
with one out in the ninth and took third- 


when anotfier pinch-hitter, Keith Lock- 
hart, singled. The losing pitcher, Bob 


Meet the Rookie Marlins 


surprise. The Devil Rays, the American r n j u 'wr r i i • v . 

League's expansion team, gave up the jbOW‘DUClg€t jLUCKS tjfUimplOnshlp LMStCT 

game's first 11 iiUDS ittthefr franchise ^ i r 

Field, which By Murray Chass 

haKehRlI’cftntpianrKir Rnoroc’e Ne» York Times Sen-ict Sl^ allOWmg fiVC runS t 


At Tropicana Field, which features 
baseball’s fust cigar bar, Wade Boggs’s 
two-run homer off winner Justin 
'niompwo in the sixth inning was about 
all Devil Rays* fans bad to cheer fol- 
lowing an hourlong pregame celebra- 
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MIAMI — The Florida Marlins re- 
turned to the scene of the crime. The 
crime, as their fans see it, wasn't win- 
ning die World Series last October: it 
was the demolition of the team alter the 
Marlins won the World Series. 

In a bittersweet be ginning to the sea- 
son after, the Marlins' fans booed H. 
Wayne Huizenga, the team’s owner, 
when he was introduced during 
pregame ceremonies. But they cheered 
videoboard scenes of the team's 1997 
success, and they cheered die players, 
ihe ones who remained from Huiz- 
eoga’s payroll purge that lopped $20 
million off the team's season-ending 
$53.5 million payroll. 

Jim Leylan<L the manager, who was 
cheered, said he did not take it peiscxiaJIy 
when he is booed. Asked whether he 
thought the Huizenga booing was per- 
sonal, he said no, * 'Th^ were booing that 
we don’t have our players bade.” 

- It was Huizeuga’s decision, of 
course, not to have Ae players back, 12 
of the 25 from last year's team. The 
Marlins, who won the seventh game of 
the World Series at Pro Player Stadium 
on Oct. 26, could not tell finm their L 1- 
6 opeoing-^y victory over the Chicago 
Cubs on Tue^y what to expect fiiom 
this year's version. 

Gay Sheffield and Charles Johnson 
each slu^ed a three-run home nui 
against I^in Tapani, but Johnson, the 
National League’s best defensive catch- 
er, committed his first error since June 
1996, and Livan Hernandez, who was 


the Worid Series most valuable player, 
had a shaky si^ allowing five runs in 
the first three innings, thr^ on a fiist- 
inniog home run by Henry Rodriguez. 

Sheffield, Johnson and H^andez 
are 3 of the 13 placers who remain from 
the 25 World Senes participants. Only 
1 1 of those 1 3 were in uniform Tuesday 
because Bobby Bonilla was on the dis- 
abled list and Jim Eisenreich was at a 
family funeral. 

The most prominent feature of the 
season-after roster is the contingent of 
14 rookies, including 9 on the 12-man 
pitching staff, a remaikable number for 
any team, let alone a defending World 
Series champion. 

The fans, who did not fill all of the 


seats Tuesday, did not let Huizenga’s 
wholesale cost-cutting undermine teeir 
ftm. Tliey applauded the videoboard im- 
ages, saving their loudest ^predation 
for the final World Series scene. 

They cheered, too, when a sign was 
unveiled above Ae 1^-field fence pro- 
claiming the Marlins as “1997 World 
Champions.” But then Joe Angel, a 
Marlins’ radio and television announcer 
and the master of ceremonies, began 
introducing the people who would ride 
to the center-fidd fence and raise the 
World Series championship flag. 

Don Smiley, the club president, was 
the first person introduced and Huiz- 
enga the second, llie fans booed Huiz- 
enga. 

These Marlins do not have the look of 
a champion. They more closely re- 
semble an expansion team that went out 
and signed some expensive free agents 
to put with their young players. 


Wickman. struck out Aodruw Jones, but 
Mach^y went to third when Lockhart 
broke for second on the pitch. Math-' 
eny's throw bounced past Jeff Cirillo - 
into left, and Williams came home with ' 
the deciding run. 

Meta 1 , PhfllMsO In New York, pinch-' 
hitter Alterto Castillo singled with two 
outs and the bases loaded in the 14th 
inning. 

Matt Franco opened the 14rh with a ', 
single off the loser. Ricky Bortalico;* 
took second when Brian McRae walked 
and lost his footing roimding third on 
' Befoard Gilkey's'single. One out later. - 
Castillo singled on a 3-2 pitch. 

Tuik Wendell, the Mets’ sixth pitch- ' 
er. picked up the victory with two in- 
nings of hitless relief. 

pmdm% 10 , Reds 2 In Cincinnati, . 
Pokey Reese tied an opening-day record • 
for shortstops with four errors. 

The Padres’ starter Kevin Brown, one 
of a dozen players discarded by Florida ., 
after its World Series title, gave up one - 
run and five hits in 6^ innings and hit a .* 
three-nm double in the seventh. 

Mike Remlinger, who got the open- 
ing-day start after Dave Burba was traded « 
to Cleveland on Monday, gave up ihree.'- 
nms in five innings and was the loser. 

Giants 9, Astros 4 In Houston, Jeff 
Kent had a career-high five hits, in-^' 
eluding a three-run homer, as San Fran- ! 
cisco won its first opener since 19^. 

With the score tied, 4-4, C.J.‘ 
Nitkowski walked Charlie Hayes lead^- 
ing off the 13th. and Hayes took third on. 
Rey Sanchez’s single. Darryl Hamilton' 
grounded to Tim Bogar at shortstop,- 
who threw out Hayes at the plate as:' 
Simehez took third. A pinch-hitter. Alex t 
Diaz, then singled off Bogar’s glove to ! 
score the go-ahead run. ' • 

Roeldss 9, nismondhacks 2 In | 
Phoenix, Vinny Castilla homered twice*.' 
and drove in five runs and E^rryl Kile ' 
pitched like the ace the Rockies expected- 
as Colorado spoiled the Diamondbacks' * 
debuL 

Kile, who signed a $24 million, three- - 
year contract with Colorado during the ! 
off-season, limited the Diamondbacks'* 
to four hits and one run in seven innings - 
for the win. Andy Benes, the loser, gaveT 
up five runs and nine hits in 6 '/r in- ■ 
nmgs. 
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The Associated Press 

John LeOair scored his 45th and 46th 
goals to become the Nl^' s second-lead- 
ing goal scorer for the season as the 
PImadelphia Flyers beat the Chicago 
Blaekhawks, 3-2. 

The Ryers’ left wing, bearing down 
on his third consecutive 50-goal season, 
trails Anaheim’s Teemu Selanne by four 
I goals. 

Philadelphia, which found out before 
the game luesday night that its captain, 
Eric Lindros, would not return for five 


more games because of a concussion, 
won its second game after a three-game 
skid. 

Mike SiUinger also scored for Phil- 
adelphia, and Alexei Zhamnov scored 


NHL Roundup 


both goals for visiting Chicago. Sean 
Burke stopped 25 shots for the Flyers. 
Capitals S, Islanders 2 In Washington, 

Peter Bondra had two first-period goals 
and an assist as the Capitals beat New 


York to move into a tie for fourth place in Z 
the Eastern Conference. 1 

Esa Tikkanen, Brian Bellows and 
Steve Konowalchuk added goals for the 
Capitals. Mariusz Czerkawski scored 
both goals for the Islanders. 

Cmdians 3, Hurricanes 3 Mark Rec- - 
^ had a goal and an assist and Vincent 
pamphousse added two assists as 
Montreal and Carolina played to a draw ' 
in overtime. Host Carolina moved with- 
in three points of eighth-place Ottawa in • 

the Eastern Conference. 
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facers Find the Basket 

Club Shoting Record Is Set Against Clippers 
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The Astociaied Press 

TWO days after setting an NBA record 

DT fiitiliqr, the Indiana Pacers set a club 
pcord with- 14 3^inters — six by 

Iris MuUin— as they defeated the Los 

uigeles Oippers, 128 - 106 . 

; Ifi beatiiigthe visiting Clippers for the 
dtb consecutive time on Tuc^y 
jgbt, fte Pacers hit 11 of their first 14 

MBAReuN»tor 


. 70 ti ' . ;'i J •!*' 
»' 7.SI 

;n ' iiii;, 




Ijots^iocluding 3-of-3 on 3-poiniers, to 
ike conimand from the start 
Mallin led Indiana with 34 points, and 
ras 6-of-6 from 3-pcMnt range. Reggie 
dilltf , who tenimed after a one-game 
uspeosion, and Antonio Davis, playing 
br the injured Rick Smits. added 19 
oiotB t^uece. Mark Jackson had II 
oints and 15 assists in 26 minutes as 
eserves played the fourth quarter. 

On Sunday, in a 74-55 loss to San 
kntooio, the Pacers set a league record 
br fewest points in a game since the 
«IBA began using a shot clock in 1954. 
takers ti4,llapters 1 05 Rick Fox bad 
M II pouts and 10 rebounds as the Lakers 
* yon Ac the 13ih time in their last 1 5 
James. Shaquille O’Neal added 20 
toinis and 13 rebounds for the Lakers, 
vhile Chauncey Billups had 21 for the 
lost Raptors, who lost their sixth 
tiai^ game. 

4pm 95, Kniefce 78 In New York, 
rim Duncan scored 25 points and David 
Ibbinson had 24 as San Antonio over- 
iowered the Kniefcs. 

The Spurs, starting three 7>fooiers. 
lad a height advantage of more than 
our inches per man. New Yoik’s two 7- 
ooters, Pa^k Ewing and Chris Dud- 
ey are out with imuries. 

Allan Houston leA the Knicks with 31 
)omts. 

Nets 05, Hawks 90 Keith Van Horn 
cored 19 of his 22 points in tte first 
[oaner, and Kerry Kittles kept host New 


Jers^ in front after Atlanta made a 
lourth-quartcr run. 

1 z:^**^^* scored 9 of his J 8 points in a 
16-2 Mun that gave the Nets a 91-75 

f Nets moved a half game ahead 

of Orlando in the fight for the eighth 
playoff berth in the East. 
CayaliM«93.Ha9ie86 Bob Sura had 

poinis as Cleveland beat Orlando. 

Shawn Kemp hud 13 points and 16 
rebounds.and Wesley f^rson scored 16 . 

Sura, a S3-perceni foul shocAcr, was 9- 
for-9 from the line. 

B*at 121 , Catties 95 In Miami, the 
Heat won the game, but lost Alonzo 
Mourning with a broken left cheekbone. 
The 6-fooi 10-inch center was facing 
surgery and his status was uncertain, the 
team said. 

Mourning, who averages 19.2 points 
and 9.7 rebounds, was injured during a 
scrap for a loose bail in the third quarter 
when he collided with Boston’s Andrew' 
DeClercq. 

Honwts 101 , 76m 93 Glcn Ricc 
scored 26 points, and David Wiley’s 
15-foot jumper broke a tie laic in the 
fourth quarter for host Charlotte. 

The HomeLs blew a 20-point first 
quarter lead and trailed, $1-76. with 9:24 
left before regrouping to hold off the 
76ers and end a tw'o-game losing streak. 

Bulls 106, Pistons 101 (OT) In Chica- 
go, Michael Jordan’s defease prevented 
Grant Hill from scoring at the end of 
regulation, and Chicago extended its 
season-high winning s^iak to 1 0 games 
with a victory in overtime. 

Scottie Pippen returned from a iwo- 
game absence (tonsillitis) and had 27 
points, 7 rebounds and 7 assists. Jordan 
had 26 points and 8 assists. Dennis Rod- 
man grabbed 18 rebounds for ^icago. 

Suns 97, Roekots 88 In Houston, 
Jason Kidd had 21 points and sparked 
Phoenix with four 3-pointers in the 
second half. 

A 3-pointer by Kidd midway through 



At Crunch Time. Atletico Wilts 


By Peter Berlin 

InremiriMijt Heruld Tribune 


SAO QtaafRrom 

The Bulls' Scottie Pippen, back 
from a two-game absence, shooting 
over the Pistons* Jerry Stackhouse. 

a 10-0 Phoenix run in the third period 
put the Suns ahead to stay at 60-58. 
When Houston moved within 70-67 at 
the start of the fourth quarter, Kidd's 3- 
pointer capped a 7-2 Phoenix run to give 
the Suns a 77-69 lead and .send them to 
their third straight victory. 

SupsvSonics 88, Jaae 86 Detlef Schr- 
empf scored 17 points and hit the go- 
ahead basket a.s Seattle rallied to l^t 
visiting Uuih. The victory put Seattle 
(54-18) a half-ganie ahead of Utah (53- 
18) in the race for best record in the 
Western Conference. 

Mawerieks 104, CrizzlMS 101 A.C. 

Green and Michael Finley scored 22 
points apiece and Erick Strickland made 
a key steal in the final seconds for 
visiting Dallas. 

Bucks 94, Wamors 89 (OT| Armon 

Gilliam scored 29 points, including 
eight in ovenime, and Milwaukee ended 
its nine-game road losing streak. Ray 
Allen added 24 points and Ervin John- 
son had 17 for hwwaukee. 


MADRID — For one of the biggest 
European matches in its history, At- 
klico Madrid found itself first r^uced 
to the status of a warm-up act in its own 
city, and then upstaged by its guests and 
its own club pruidenL 

Atletico lost the first leg of its UEFA 
Cup semifinal, 1-0. to Lazio of Rome on 
Tuesday night, just 24 hours before Real 
Madrid, its more famous and successful 
neighbor. entertained Btmissia 
Dortmund in the Champions Cup. 

Lazio, loo. is used to being pan of the 
chorus, overshadowed in It^y b>' Ju- 
ventus and the two Milan teams. But its 
victory Tuesday stretched its unbeaten 
streak to 24 matches. That run has also 
carried it to third place in Italy’s S<^e A, 
one point behind Inter and two behind 
Juventus. 

After the match, Sven Goran Eriks- 
son. the Lazio coach, said his team was 
’’Fifty-CHie percent of the way to the 
final.” Now, it moves on to the im- 
portant matter of the Italian League 
match in Rome on April S between 
Lazio and Juventus. 

Radomir Antic, the Atletico coach, 
said nothing at all. Jesus Gil, the club 
president, has banned Antic and his 
players from spea^g to the media, 
who, he says, are stirring up trouble at 
the club. That, of course, is Gil’s job. 

The one exception to the ban is Gil 
himself. He launched an obscenity- 
laced attack against Spanish leievision 
for reporting on Wednesday that he had 
lined up on Italian coach to replace 
Antic. 

Gil. an accomplished scene stealer, 
drew attention not only with his words 
but with his movements Tuesday. Fol- 
lowing a tirade last year, he was banned 
for five months by the Spanish league. 
He has simply ignored the ban and kept 
luming up tor matches, including tiir^ 
UEFA Cup games. 


For that, UEFA, the governing body 
of European soccer, last week fined Gil 
15.000 Swiss Bancs (S9.700). Undaun- 
ted, and still banned. GU appeared in his 
presid^tial seat Tuesday to watch his 
club. He may have wished he luid not 
bothered. 

There is something endearing and 
reassuring about a team that defends 3 $ 
poorly as Atletico did. A certain dis- 
regard for the modem obsession with 
dnense has become a trademark of the 
big Spanish clubs. Barcelona reached 

Thi UEFA Cup 

two Champions Cup finals with a dis- 
tinctly shaky back line. Rea Madrid 
happily fiel& two fiill backs, Roberto 
Carlos and Christian Panucci, who often 
prefer to attack than to defend. 

On Tuesday. Atletico was incapable 
of marking. Diego Fuser, the Lazio cap- 
tain. shot wide when in the clear on a 
counter attack. Pavel Nedved, ano^er 
Lazio midfielder, perhaps surprised to 
find himself unmarked 12 yards from 
goals, sliced his shot wide. Then in the 
34th minuie, Vladimir Jugovic collec- 
ted the bail in midfield. As he advanced, 
the defense fled, and he ripped a low 
shot imo the comer of the Atletico 
goal. 

Yei, the cavalier defensive play of 
Spanish clubs does not offer a portent 
for the World Cup finals. Two of the 
Atletico defend^, Carlos AguiJlera 
and Sami Denia. will probably sian for 
the Spanish national team in France. 
Over me last six years. Javier Clemente, 
the Spanish coach, has made unyielding 
defense the bedrock of his strategy. 

Tuesday’s match noay also have 
provided some World Cup clues in an- 
other area: the long-running soap opera 
invoKring the goal-scoring positions in 
the Italic national team. Many have 
auditioned, but none has made the role 
his own. Three of the candidates played 
on Tuesday. 


Roberto Mancini, the langiud vet- 
eran, was particularly so for Lazio. Pier- 
luigi Casiraghi, a muscular center-for- 
ward. made a late appearance as a 
substitute — clearly desperate to eMloit 
tite Atletico defense. He managed one 
lame shot and one disorienmd header. 

By far tfae most conspicuous of the 
three was Christian Vieri, the bustling 
Atletico striker. Without the support of 
his usual strike partner, Kiko, who was 
suspended, and Atletico *s most creative, 
midfield player. Juninho. who is in- 
jured, he hewed out seven scoring 
chances. He flicked a header from one 
of Milinko Pamic’s vicimisly swervu^- 
comers wide of the goal. The other six ' 
strikes were ail with his foot and all on , 
largeL yet he fired five of them straight 
at Luca Marchegiani, the Lazio goal-, 
keeper. That is not habit that will win 
him a World Cup place. 

One man who has a World Cup place ; 
is Paul Durkin, the English referee. He 
who came to Madrid ft^h from a brief- 
ing in Paris Iasi week. There, referees, 
were told that Sepp Blatter, the general 
secretary of FIFA, world soccer's gov- 
erning body, wants players who commit 
illegsd tackles from behind sent ofi. On 
Tuesday. Alen Boksic. the Lazio striker 
who will play for Croatia in the summer, 
was “blattered” in the first 10 minutes. 
Durkin did nothing. In the second half 
Jose Antonio Chamot, a Lazio defender 
who plays for A^entina. “blattered” 
Jose Luis Caminero. Again Ouritin 
awarded only a free kick. 

The Englishman should watch out 
that he does not himself receive a red 
card. 

IntM' Milan 2, Spartak Moseow 1 In 

Milan, Ze Elias lashed home a loose ball 
in the last minute to give Inter victory in 
the first leg of its UEFA Cup semifi^. 
Ivan Zamorano, niaking a rare start, bad 
put Inter ahead with a ferocious header 
Just before halftime. Dmitry Alenichev 
leveled for the Russians with a clever 
dribble and shot in the 48th minute. 


Scoreboard 
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KiBwaukae 

0 

' 1 JIOO 


WESTOmSUN 

::Qlerade 

1 

. 0 U )00 

SonOiega 

1 

- 0 ixno 

'onFrandscD 

1 

0 1.000 

{ 'burw 
' BAngeles 

0 

1 MO 

0 

1 MO 

' WBSMErUNBftCORBS 

AMEnCAN LEAGUE 

Jdcop 

000 

070 101-9 

-was 

000 

000 020-2 


CB- 


» 0 

C CMlino (7). Foulke (S). 
' aidner (B) and Oeifenr Bwkeft 
I tmdsison (S).SaidBna (7). WH1 (8). OnMne 
nd UtoMiicz. 'W— Moran, 14L 
, —Bwhott O-lX R-CMcoga Veiduni n>. 
laBMOty #' 010- 210 001—4 0 0 
fMMom b MO' ODD 010— 1 0 0 

BMer, Refjdo .CD. Sentae Q). J. 


MonigoiMfy 19) and MlSweenevi Mieshn 
Choittan |9>. MMs (9) and Holies. 
W— Betcfia 1 - 0 . L— Mussina 0 - 1 . Sw-J. 
Montpomery (I). 

Dehuit 042 OSO 000-11 10 T 

Tampa Boy 000 002 004-4 T 2 0 

J.Tbompsen Runyan (7), Ounn ( 8 ). Piorle 
{9). BucRtter (9) and JCaven Ahnrss, 
Cortaon (3). 0. Springer ( 6 ). Medr (9) and 
Flaherty. W— J. Thontpson 1-a L— Alwei 0 - 
I . HRs— Oeimft, L Gonxaha n). Tampa Boy, 
Boog&tl). 

OMriand 002 103 040-10 14 0 

SeoHle 200 140 OtO-9 » 2 

Nogy, Sbuey (5), Mesa (7). Assenmocher 
19). M. Jackson HO ood SAInmes} Johnsoa 
Ayolo ( 6 ), Fossos ThnOn ( 8 ). Spo^irfc (9) 

and O. WibotL W— Mesa 14I, L—Fdssos 0-1. 
Sv— M. JockEM (1). HRs— Clevelanil S. 
AtomortD.SeaHa Griffey Jrn)r£.MattiDez 

n),Butaiern).R. Davis 0). 

WmOHAL LEAGUE 

Sun lUeso 003 on 400-10 10 1 

rw;— « MO 000 110—2 4 4 

ICBiown, Boehrlnpef (Ti, Htengeri ( 8 ) end 
C HemonlleB Remllnger, Weathers (4). 
JoRton (7), S’. IVhBe 07. SiitGMit m Imct ' 
Toiibensee. W— ft Bnwa l-B. 

L— fiemlinoub 0-1. HRs— San Diego. Gwyim 
CD. Joyner (D- 

Phnes OOD IM 000 on 00—0 t 0 
Mels 000 000 BM 000 01—1 7 0 
Uleatags 

ScMffng. Sprodlki (91. Brewer OOlt M- 
LeUer (10). ButinBco (13) and UeberfhoO 
B Jones. McMIctna (7). CDOk ( 8 ). J. Fronco 
n0>. Roios (11). Wendell 03) and Spehr. 
W WendeU 14). L-Bottallco M. 

MffVNwMe 001 NO 000-1 7 t 

AMnntB too 000 001-2 8 0 

Eldied. C. FuK (7). M. Niyeis (9). Wickmon 
(9)andMaNien|i;MaddiK Catber(8). Butler 

( 8 ) . Ugtenheig (Q and EddPeiub J. Lopez 

(9) . w— Uotenberg. 141 L— Wlchaiea O-I. 

LesAngeles ODD OM 000-0 3 0 

stiAuu 000 04ft aei-4 ii 2 

RJMarlineft Ho 8 15}, F. Lankford CD. 
Bnske ^ Guthrto (D ond Piazza; 
Stotitemyia Pobder (0). FtpecolorB ( 8 ). 
Looper (9) and Lompkln. W— SiBWemyrft 1> 
0 . L— R. MatliKZ. 0 - 1 . HR— SI. Lonh 
MoGwIreO)- 

CMeOM 302 008 001-4 9 1 

Rertrin 402 NO 02s-U 14 2 

Tftponb MuOiolland G). Telam nce (4). Von 
Ryan (4). nsdotla ( 6 ), B. Potterson (0). T. 
Adorns G) ml Semis LHemandes 


Sanchez (4), AHonseca (D. J. Pourco (9) and 


PACIHC DIVBIOH 


Sum 5-7 9-9 21 . Person 5-12 40 16. Re- 


NORTHEAST OIVBION 


C Johnsoa W— L HemoRdez 1 -ft 

y-Seottle 

5f 

18 

.750 



bennds-Ortande 50 (Outlaw Strang 7), 

x-Piltsbuigh 

36 

30 

17 

89 

202 

L— Tapani 0 - 1 . HRs— Chlcoga H. Rodriguof 

y-LA. Lakers 

52 

20 

.723 

2 

Oevelond52 (Kemp14).AssMs— Oflonde34 

Boston 

33 

24 13 

79 

190 

l1). Florida Sheffiefd (I). CJohnson iT). 

y-Phoenh 

48 

25 

ASS 

4>4 

(Duttow. Hivpere), devetond 29 (KiUghf 10 ). 

Mtmliwd 

34 

39 

10 

78 

215 

Gtanto 003 010 000 000 5-9 14 1 

y-Portlond 

40 

31 

J43 

I3'.i 

Defeott 20 21 33 21 4—181 

BuRolo 

31 

24 

15 

77 

183 

Astras tot 200 000 000 0 — I 9 2 

Socrainonto 

34 

47 

JS 6 

28''-. 

CUcoge 34 30 24 13 11—104 

Oltowa 

30 

31 

12 

49 

148 

I 3 biniiigs 

ULCflppns 

14 

54 

222 

38 

0 : HH1 13-24 11-13 37, B.wnome 12-173J 

Conlina 

29 

35 

8 

44 

178 


148 

148 

184 


Esies, S. Reed (41. Tovoiez (D. Men (9). 
Johnshme (II). Poole (13) and Johnson; 
ReynoUs. IWognonie ID. B. Wtogoer (91. D. 
Henry CIO). Nitkowski (12). J. Cobrem (13i 
and Ausmus. W— Jolwelacw t-Q. 
L—N Hkowsld 0-1 . H Rs— Son Frondsea Kent 
(1). Houstan, Berry (I), 

Celemdp 010 002 SIO-9 13 0 

Arizona ON 001 Ml— 2 4 0 

Kne. Leskanic (8). Dipoto (9l ond 
MomratlnQ; An.Benes. Sodowstty (D. Brow 
(OL R. Sprhtgv(9) and Fabregas. W-4rjle i . 
0. L— AitBenesO-1. HRs— Colorada Castillo 
2 CO. Arizona T. Lee (I), K. Goicki (1). 

EzfubriiMi Bosebidl 
MtamesolD % Monh^ ft 


BASKETBALL 


liBASTAy :^**'* 

lAOrEKH «Qiii«Riiia ' 

xnjumc DIV«DN 



Ml 

L 

Pd 

GB 

»-Mlfinil 

53 

21 

J12 


NewYbrk 

40 

33 

.548 

13 

NewJeiMy 

37 

3S 

514 


Oitondo 

37 

34 

507 

IS 

WosMngton 

34 

34 

500 

1514 

Boston 

31 

41 

A31 

20>A 

PbDodelpNa 

34 

46 

J61 

2515 

CEWntALDIVIftlON 



y-Oiicage 

54 

17 

J67 

— 

y-Indiona 

58 

22 

JS94 

515 

Chortatte 

44 

26 

439 

9S 

Altonto 

42 

29 

592 

13 

Ctevrimid 

41 

31 

M9 

14W 

Detroit 

34 

39 

M6 

22 

MUwDukee 

31 

41 

A31 

24'A 

Toronto 

15 

56 

211 

40 

wisTERN coNmniei 


HDWESTDmaiOM 



iMJtnh 

S3 

18 

.744 

— 

V-Son Antonio 

SO 

23 

485 

4 

y-MInnesata 

38 

34 

528 

1515 

y-Houeton 

37 

35 

514 

1415 

Dallas 

19 

54 

250 

35 

Vancouver 

14 

54 

522 

3715 

Denver 

9 

<3 

.125 

44V: 


Golden Slate 15 58 JOS 39<-, 

x-dinched divtsm. 
y-dindied piovoff bertti. 

mSOAT BBSUUrS 

ULLokm 3 S 34 31 34—114 

Terontu 24 24 M 25—105 

Lakers; Fox 10-21 10-11 31 . DNeal 4 - 100 - 
15 20 b T: Billups 7 - 11 3-3 31 . OirbOe 5 - 14 10 - 
14 2 a RebMmib-Lakers 55 (ONeol 13 ). Tp- 
rento 56 (Comby. Trant D. Assisb— Lokeis 
37 (Fbher D. Twanra 26 (AlUller, BIUupB 41 . 
LXCippers 24 34 25 31—104 

tndkaea 34 35 33 24-128 

Dippere: Murray 9 - 172-2 21 . Tovior 7-1 4 6 - 
43 (kl: Mullln 8 ^ 2-3 34 . AJ)avls«< 133 - 41 A 
MMer 7-11 OM) 19 . Rehwmds— CUppets 44 
(Auxha WrighL Taylor 4 ). Indiana 43 

(A-Oovis 13 ). Assistt— Clippers 19 

(Rictiardson e), Indiam 32 (Jpekson IS). 
SanAnfMikK - ■ -N'SI-'ir 2 t- 9 S- 
NewYork 24 11 14 ly- 78 

SJL: Duncan 10-14 S-S 2 & Robinson 8-14 8 - 
1 1 24 r N.Yj Houston 1 S - 1 9 D -2 31 . Oakley 7-1 0 
2 - 2 1 A Reboeods— S. Antonio 57 (Du tKon 1 0 ). 
NewYOikSOMokley D. AssMs-S. Antonio 
20 (Del Negro M), New Voile 2 S (Word 1 l». 
AMaPto 2 S 22 23 28 -M 

NewJeisoy 34 23 IS 33 - 1 U 

A: Recasner 7-13 2 - 2 19 . Btaytock 8-15 2-3 
Ift NJ.: Von Horn B- 14 BJ 22 . Kitffes M 7 ^ 
2 IB. Reboends-Aflanki 36 (Mvtombo 9 ). 
New Jersey 52 (Gatling 14 ). Assists— Atlanta 
18 (Blaylock 7 ). New Jersey 23 (CosseU 7). 
Boston 24 26 13 32 — 95 

Mtomi M 31 33 lft -121 

B: Wolcer 7-14 4 - 5 19 . Mercer 7-13 2 - 2 1 « 
Ms Lenord 10-18 2-2 24 . Moieiie SO 30 14 . 
Rebewds-Bpston 34 (DeCtercq, Tnbok 7), 
MtontlAO (Moumtoft 8 )- ONteto Poston 19 
(Mbior 5 ). Miami 25 (Murdoch 8 ). 
PUtadtlpMo 22 27 21 16 - 93 

OMitette 38 14 19 28—181 

P-.lveirai 12 - 24 2 - 5 28 . ThorMB 8 - 1400 19 ; 
C Rke TO - 18 24 , Wesley SI 4 2-2 lA Re- 

besstos -P Mkidelphio 39 (Coleman I 3 ).anr- 
blte 52 (Mason 15 ). AeNsh— PMo-delpbio 
20 (Shaw 7 ). aioitotie 28 (Wlsley TO), 
orlaade 10 22 18 20 - M 

oevetowd 19 34 17 33 - 98 

0 : Sbong S 10 S 5 17 . Grant 4-12 2 - 2 1 A C 


27; C: Pippen 8-15 10-1027. Jordan 11-244-4 
26. RoboiMds-Debpll 41 (aWMans 13). 
CMaigo47 (Rodman 18). Aasblft-Detreit 31 
(Slockhouse D. Chiaigo 31 (Jordan 8). 
Pheenix 19 34 K 37—97 

Hoaston 34 22 21 19— 86 

P; McDyras 10-14 2-2 22. KMd S17 1-1 2lr 
H: E Johnson 6- 12 30 1 7. Bullmd 5-81-215. 
OhiiiMnn 4-143-4 15. Reboonds—PltoenbcSO 
(McDyess 12). Houston 44 (Otolinran 13). 
Assists— Phoenix 24 (Manning Kidd 4). 
Houston 20 (ButtanL Mtoloney 4). 

Utah 20 19 34 23-04 

Seattle 24 15 24 21-N 

U: Molone 7-14 4-7 2G Keefe 5-4 2-2 12. 
Anderson 34 12 S: Baker 8-11 2-4 II 
SchiempfS-ll 4-8 17. Rebniiiids— Utah 44 
(Molone 10). Sootfle 45 (Baker ID), 
Assists— Utah 24 (HomcKOk D> Seattle 23 
(Payton SO. ■ 

DiMb 29 29 24 2»->t04 

VtoMWm 11 24 24 11^181 

0: Green 9-1 7 44 22. Finley B-18 6-4 Zfc V) 
Abdur-Rahkn B-IS 7-7 23, B-Reeves 7-18 3-5 
17. Reboonds-OoBos 47 (RUey 12). Van- 
cowerS2 {Smith, Uyndi 13). Asists— Doltas 
26 (FMey 7). Vomouvur 27 (Horley 9). 
MiWlMhM 24 14 33 14 14- 94 

GoMMiSSole 25 21 11 33 9- N 

D: GaUam 7-18 15-14 29, Allen 8-?1 8-B2S; 
C: D4k 7-18 7-9 33, Jackson 4-1320 14. Re- 
hflo nds Milwaukee 54 (Johneon 15). Gol- 
den Slate 63 (MorshaO 16). AssMe-MD- 
woukee 20 (Perry 7), Golden Stota 22 
(BnguesD. 


ICE HOCKEY 


NHL Stanmngs 


lArntNCONI 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L T Pis GP GA 
X-Newjwsey 45 19 9 99 203 140 

x-Phnodeipnid n 24 11 87 216 its 

WasMnoton 34 28 11 79 195 IN 

N.Y.Rongen 22 34 18 42 182 209 

N.Y. 1 slondei$ 24 38 10 58 187 209 

PlMMa 21 39 12 54 174 225 

TotitooBoy 17 44 9 G 1 G 229 


WBSniM MHFBtillCC 

CENTRAL DIVIBKMi 


s-Dolkis 

43 18 11 

97 

214 

143 

x-Delntt 

39 20 15 

93 

225 

179 

xpSL Louis 

39 24 ft 

86 

217 

174 

Chicoga 

29 33 12 

70 

180 

181 

Phoenki 

28 32 19 

48 

193 

302 

Toronto 

34 38 9 

41 

147 

208 


PACIFIC DIvniON 



k^toHMOdD 

37 21 14 

90 

215 

184 

Los Angeles 

34 27 11 

79 

208 

194 

Edmonton 

29 35 10 

48 

186 

902 

Son Jose 

29 37 7 

45 

179 

197 

Calgaiy 

24 36 13 

41 

194 

218 

Araheim 

24 38 11 

59 

180 

237 

lAmoNivef 

22 39 13 

57 

200 

253 


x-dInched playoff berth 

1UBSDAV RBSWUS 

N.y. tshmders 2 0 D-2 

Wastongton 3 11-5 

1st Peiied: NY- (^erkowski 8 (Lindeik 
POKiv) 3, W-Bondm 44 (Konowoldtiik, 
Juneau) 31 NV- CzerkowsU 9 (JoiKSoa 
Poiny} 4, W-Bondm 45 (Nikonshlii) 3d 
Period: W-TIkkonen 3 (Brawn) (pp). A W- 
BeOows 3 ((aonchaP Housley) (pp). 3d 
Peried: W-Kotomddwk 8 (NBuBeMiv 
B ondra) Shots en goM NY- 8-13-12-33. W- 
1 1 -50^-21 GoNes: NY- Soto. W-KoWg. 
Mentreol 1 i i 0—3 

Coralno 1 1 I 0-3 

1st Period: C- GeOnos 14 (Chiosseiv 
Emerson) (pp). 2. M-Reedii 31 

(Domphousstv Cmsoii) 2d Pw i otfc M- 
BrksebQis 8 {Muaoa Dom pho us se) (pp). A 
Cf Primeou 25 (Ctriossoii) 3d Pwtoct M- 
Mokikhev 12 (Recchb Heghind) (pp). A C- 
Kren 14 (Lesdiyshyn, Primeou) Ouurtkne: 
None, ShelseogeefeM- 12-11-7-1— 31. C- 9- 
frO-2-21 . Godes: M-ThPnulL G Kidd. 
Oieage I i o— 2 

PhBodapbfn 1 1 1-0 

1st Peilea C-Zriemnov )8 (Oabtosky. 
VftndenBeasehe) % P-LeOoir 45 (AAcGiBb 
BrlmtAinevr) 2d Period: C-ZlxmvNv 19 
(L n flam m e , Aiimide) (sh). A P-SiOinger 1& 
3d Periefe P-LeOalr46 OOdin Sbols on geok 
C- 11-4-10-27. p. 489 23. Gonfira G 
Ktochetl. P-Borke. 


CRICKET 


IIBUIVft. AUSTRALIA 
TRIAHOUIJUI OMS-DAT SOaE 
WEDICSOAY IN COCHIN, MXA 
Indio: 309-5 (50oms) 

AustiolkE 248 o8 eut(45J). 

India won by 41 runs. 


FIGURE SKATING 


World Championships 

TUeSDAY IN NINNEAP0U5, HNN. 
PAiaS NMMkt PBOGGAN 

1 . Jerml Mera/Todd Soixl U5.0Jfadored 
ptocemenls Z Yttona BenahnoyiVAnton 
SOrinruSilm Rus. lA 3. Peggy 
SdiwQi^AUrfco Muller, Germany. IJb A. 
DorotoZagocskoMorius SUidek, Poland. 2Jt 
S. Kfistv SoigeantfKris WWz. Csnodo. 2.5» 4. 
Xcw SlwVHoirgbo Zhao, CMna 3A 7. Marina 
YeftiowiVAiKirel Bushkov. RuS-> 3Ji 8. Sarah 
AhttboKtephnie Bemodis, Fr^ AG 9. Mortra 
Ktullurliu/Atictrel Kraukov. Koonkhstan, A5t 
ID. Shelby LymsfBilan Weifi U>5« 5JI. 
DAHCi COMPMftOaiCS 
1 . Aiilonfco KtytoviVOtog OvsyanflOm Ru:l. 
04 tadoied pL- 2. Shoe-Lynn BoumerVictor 
Kraotz. Conoda IJk He Molna Anbs- 
InaTSwendal PeteeraL Fiance. IJk 4. Irina 
LolncheinyUva AveibuUi. Rus, lA 5. EOto- 
hefli PunsotanGerad Swallow, DA- 2A 4. 
BflrtwrnFiBDrJ^MourtdoMorgogSa IWf 
2Jr 7. MorgorOD DrobiozlKyPovaos Vroiogos. 
UthuonlG 2A a Kali WhfctedRene Lofse. 
Germany. 34; Be Irkio RomoneMingar 
VorasheiikA UtotonA 34; 10. SylwiD 
NowokAeboslion Kolailnsky.PoiDnd,Aa 


UEFA CMP 

SEIIIFWAL8. FHOT LEO 
Infer MItanZ Spartak Moseew 1 
Affeflee Madrid a Lazio 1 

BNeHNI PaBMIM UAGa 


POMS Arsenal 4G Uveipoel 54; Nockbum 
51: Chelsea. Leeds 48; West Ham 47; Demy 
45; Coventry. Sovihompton 43; Aston Vfllo4Z 
Lelcesfer 4fe Sheffield Wedneeday 37; 
Wbnbledois Newcdsite 3& ToNenham 3« 
Eveiton 33; Baneley 31: BoBen 3G CrysM 
Potoce26. 


QUARTER RHAL 

Heeremeen Z Portuno Slttoid 0 

VRSBHBU HRiaiianMIAL 

South KoiH Z Japan 1 


TRANSITIONS 


AMEmCAN LEAGUE 

MiNHCsoTA— Bought the contracts of OF 
Oitondo Merced and INF Brent Gates from 
SolfLokbPCL. 

MEW YOttK-Opfloned RHP NIBie Buddie 
and RHP Todd Erdos to Cotornbus, IL. Put 
INF Luis Solo on tSdoy cDEobtod Bri. 

TOROKTD-OpHorwdZBTomEwinBtoSvia- 
cuee, IL Booglrt c o nh iuJ s of INF Oolg Gie- 
beck ond INF Juan Samuel from Syrocme. 

NXTONAL LEAGUE 

HousraiM*vt RHP Ramon (Imcki, RHP 
Chris Holt am! OF Roy Montgameiy on the 
15-day disrAiod 00. 

SAN FHiMcnrt;. Put RHP Osvahto 
FerramdK on 15-day disabled |0. Recofled 
RHP Russ Drib from Fnsnft PCL 


USMBUUH0E1BALL 

USA-Jtamed Eastern AMxtiigon coach 
Mflton Barnes and SL Josepln. Pa. coach 
PhD MoileU aaststont coocties of 1996 meiR 
boskeibaU (SaedwOl Games feooL 


NJCnONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
N.Y. JCTS-Sigiied P Robert Odgnav 
TAMPA MT-Jlwanied an odMionol 4 th- 
rawd dnA pick to eampcRHitton fM tons o( 
LB Lonnie Moife kef yeor. Agreed to tofms 
with S Choiles Mlney on 2 -yeor enntrod. 


Btodebum Z Bameley I 
Bolton a Aisenol 1 
Wimbledon ft Newcxwtte 0 
ftTA WBit sas . Manchester Untted 43 


NATIOItAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
NHU- FbMd Detroit C Sergei rederav 
5I.0M end suspfeided Mm tor 2 gomes tor 
chedring AiuhMm D Jasen MonlHifl frem 
behind In Morch 34 game. Fined San Jose RW 
Joe Murphy Si and suspaided hbn two 

gomes tor mohdi penoltyfiwnslasMng ONos 
D Richard Moivlctudc in March 28 gome. 


•. J -A ..’W- 
f r- 

.-.r IV 

•• ;-.vv 


. Rci SiVes- - i 




|DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 

IS,. ■ ena 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 




. 



.jUr pM Yi every Wednesday in 

lDfcpmarl«t.To aHvertwr ronlact 
> -Sarah Wenbof 
inGurLfuiJuB ofScK 
"-TeL: +44 171 420 0326 
Fa3u.+44l7l4ffl0^ 
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ART BUCHWALD 

Bum Those Books 


W ASHINGTON — The 
thing that makes Ken 
•Starra great prosecutor is that 
he will subpoena anybody, 
-anywhere to track down one 
of his usual suspects. Even if 
it's a nianhole 
cover, he'll de- 
mand it be pro- 
duced for the 
grand jury. 

The latest to 
be subpoenaed 
is Kraraer- 
books. Starr de- 
manded that it 
tun over a list 
of books that Monica Lewin- 
sky bad purchased diere. 

ru be very honest I had no 
idea this had anything to do 
with Whitewater, and it made 
me slightly nervous when I 
went into a bookstore the oth- 
er day. 

□ 

Everything seemed natur- 
al, exc ept all the salespeople 
had “rar* piinted on the 
backs of their bluejackets. 
Smdling a rat, I said to one 


Philadelphia UnveUs 
Matching Van Eycks 

Reuiers 

PHILADELPHIA — The 
Philadelphia Museum of Art 
on Wednesday put on exhibit 
a pair of matching paintings 
by the Flemish master Jan 
Van Eyck, the first dme the 
works have been shown to- 
gether in SOO yeara. 

The exhibidon featuring 
Van Eyck's two versions of 
**St. Francis Receiving the 
Sdgmata” is to run through 
May 31. Both ISth-centuiy 
paintings depia Sl Francis of 
Assisi kneeling in a fantastic 
landscape at the moment 
when the stigmata of the cru- 
cified Christ appear on his 
hands, feet and side. 


agent, ‘*Doyou have 'Rebecca 
of Sunoybrook Farm'?” 

The salesperson handed 
me a copy. When 1 handed it 
back to hun he started to dust 
itforfingapriDts. 

□ 

Curiosity got the best of 
me, and I askM the clerk what 
was up. 

‘ ‘We got a tip that Monica 
Lewinsky may have boi^c a 
copy df ‘Joy of Sex’ here last 
we^ and we’re checking it 
out” 

“What would happen if it 
was confirmed?” 

“It would be another dam- 
aging clue to help Ken Starr in 
his case against Monica's 
motiier.” 

“Are people indictable be- 
cause of the books they pur- 
chase?” 

“It's up to the judges who 
are monitoring the Starr in- 
vestigation.” 

□ 

“Will I be subpoenaed for 
buying ‘Rebecca of Suony- 
brookrarm*?” 

“It depends if you bou^t 
die bard cover or the soft cov- 
er, and whom you bought it 
for." 

He told me, “ ‘Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Fatm’ does not 
entitle anyone to executive 
privilege. But that isn't what 
we’re looking for. 

□ 

“If Monica bought a book 
titled ‘Vox,' ” he continued, 
“wlucb d^s with people 
having phone sex, it's a se- 
rious offense and worth the 
S36 million it’s costing the 
taxpayers for the WUiewater 
investigation.” 

“I don't want to go to jail 
for buying a book,” 1 said. 

“You ^ould have thought 
about that before you riffled 
through the U.S. Constitu- 
tion.” 




Buddy Hackett getting his star on the Walk of Fame. 




By Katherine Knorr 

Intemathnal Herald Tri/wnr 

P ARIS — Bernard Pivot is an 
institution in this country, and a 
symbol, too, of what French tele- 
vision can do right when it tries to 
bring culture to a mass audience. A 
highly talkative man with a habit of 
nmni^ his fingers through thick 
dark hair as he turns his chaiged 
attention on one of his guests. Pivot 
has managed to make a group of 
talking heads an enduring, popular 
and (^n startling feature. 

He has famously had help over 
the years, notably when the cult 
poet Charles Bukowski chugged 
two bottles of white wine on Rvot's 
show and, mercifully for the others. 
Staggered off. Mostly, however, the 
magic has come from Pivot's bring- 
ing the common touch to a love of 
reading. Nothing stands stiU, how- 
ever, and he has recently launched a 
(written) diatribe against the way 
the increased commercialism of 
French television has relegated 
what little cultural programming is 
left to a late-night ghetto. 

FulmiAating against the non- 
sensical use of ratii^ and the fren- 
etic race after certain age groups of 
consumers. Pivot's “Remontrancea 
la Meniere de Moins de Cinquante 
Aos” is as folksy as his television 
persona, beginning with the title, 
which literally means “A Scolding 
for the Under-50 Housewife” and 
refers to a much pursued but ex- 
tremely nebulous viewer category. 

Siai^ up f(x yourselves, ladies! 
is Pivot's deceptively chatty mes- 
sage in a book that is really saying 
that television in France has 
changed for the worse and that the 
blame can be l^d first on the politi- 
cians, right and left, who argued 
that more commercial stations 
would bring greater diversity and 
liberty and ever more brilliant cul- 
tural television, and secondly on the 
industrial moguls who fought to get 
dieir hands on the private channels 
and. says Pivot, tried to poach him 
from the public channel 2. offering 
lots of money and vague promises. 
The changes in French television 


reflect the French schizophrenia 
about culture and what is unfor- 
tunately called globalizatioti, evi- 
dent in g^ierous spending on the 
arts at one level, and a race to be 
“modem” on the other, which 
means commercial spmisorship. 
The main TV stations have essen- 
tisdly been abandoned to the race for 
private revenue and sponsorship, 
since even the public stations have 
been pushed to deprad ev^ more on 
ads. At any rate. Pivot's “Bouillou 
de Culture,” rou^y “Culnire 
Soup.” which reph^ his prime- 
time ‘'Apostrophes,” h pro- 
grammed more dm an hour la^, at 
10t45, inevitably with half the audi- 
ence. 

The other message in Pivot's 
boo^ more subtle a^ more mel- 
ancholy, is that wfaai be has done so 
well — that is, to bring culture not 
to a small ^up of aficiouados. but 
to a mass aumeuce — will dis- 
appear. making France a little 
poorer. Pivot to be criticized 
oy some intellectuals for dumbing 
down culture, but in fact he created 
a unique placx where some of the 
world's most famous writers, plus 
diplomats, politicians and all sorts 
of other pet^le witii at least a stated 
iuierest in books, came into mil- 
lions of living rooms. He is the 
champion of the middletx’ow*. 

“‘Apostrophes' had a tremen- 
dous effect on people who didn't 
give a hoot about reading,” he said 
recently, amid the piles of books in 
his Paris living room. 

"Television isn't just tirere to 
pass the time.” he said. “It 
shouldn't only be a tap of tepid 
water — you take a little, you wash 
your hands, then you go to bed. 
Television should also exalt ymi, 
surprise you. irritate you. I think 
tiut cultural programs can do thaL 
But now we depend entirely on 
news to surprise — terrible pic- 
tures. killings in Algeria. 1 mink 
that television doesn't surprise 
enough, in the good sense, W in- 
troducing a writer to young people, 
for example. That's what I like in 
general-content televisicm.*' 

When the mainstream channels 


do “serious" programs. Pivot 
says, they are not about cultiire. but 
rather, as with voj'euristic Amer- 
ican talk shows, about “sociolo- 
gical” problems, i.e. they’re about 
Other I^ople Who Have Even Big- 
ger Problems Than You Do, always 
a fascinating topic. 

“Television has become a mir- 
ror in which the public likes to 
recognize iiself,” Pivot said. “The 
public either likes to see itself, or it 
Ukes something ve^ far away, 
exoticism. Culture is ndiher of 
those.” Even when programs fea- 
ture “popular” culture, rap mu- 
sicians from the Paris si^orbs, for 
example, the emphasis is not so 
much on what tb^' perform as on 
how they got there. Pivot says, how 
they “made” it, so that the viewer 
relate anH dream how he might 
“make” it and be a celebrils* too. 

Culture w^ not disappear from 
television. Pivot says, indeed there 
mi ght eventually be more cultural 
programming than ever before, but 
only on specialized channels that 
will draw a specialized audience, 
and scare off everyone else. (Even 
Aite, the admirable French-Ger- 
man channeL is a weird hybrid — a 
little too French for the Germans, a 
little too German for the French.) 

Call it the triumph of lowbrow 
and highbrow over middlebrow. 
That is where Pivot feels the politi- 
ciaos failed the audience, in losing 
the notion of “public senice" — 
and public education — that was 
associated with public television. 

“Ten years ^o, I would ^ve 
said that this is a country that has 
always listened to writers, and so 
writers will continue to be 
needed.” Pivot said. “And public 
television is there to cultivate, not 
just to infonn and to entertain. I 
would have told you that and I 
would have been wrong. And 10 
years later, it's not thm culture has 
been eliminated — the proof is that 
I’m still there — but its position has 
changed, it is now exiletL 

‘ ‘Today, when I ask myself what 
is going to happen to television with 
the increase in specialized channels. 
1 think what is on offer culmrajly 


Bernard Pivot assails television’s increased commercialism. 


will keep on increasing, but it will 
be fragmenteiL it will be sub- 
scription. and it will no longer have 
the role that the big channels once 
played of reaching out to people 
who are not already interested. 
What 1 always liked about generalist 
TV is the mix of people, as in news- 
papers: There are ^lineal pages, 
economic ones, sports, fashion.” 
There is, of course, neither an 
answer nor a solution to the prob- 
lems that Pivot cites, as he knows 
himself, and so Pivot — also fa- 
mous for his annual national dievee, 
or spelling test, which invariably 
reve^ that intellectuals are not the 
best spellers — has essentially 
written the epitaph to public tele- 


vision as a conveyor of culture to a 
general audience. 

Pivot is careful to say that he is 
basically a happy man. If “Bouil- 
lon” runs later titan he wishes, at 
least it isn't afrer midnight, and at 
62. he says he kx^ forward to a 
retirement when he might be able to 
watch all those roecializ^ chan- 
nels. Still, he said, “If f were 3S 
today, I would not make a cares of 
cultui^ television except on cable,” 
he said. “I come from a modest 
background, where tiiere was no 
culture, and I would like others to 
discover what I discovered Culture 
gives breathing space to the soul 
and television was made to tell those 
people, this is good, go see it” 


A Cultural Icon Slams the Poverty of French TV 


PEOPLE 


A JUDGE in Santa Monica, California, has dismissed a 
sex-discrimination suit filed against Michael Jackson by 
a fonner employee. The Superior Court ju<^e threw out the 
case, ruling that Maureen Doherty's claims were based 
mostly on "speculation, conjecture and belief” and didn't 
warrant a trial. Doherty, who was fired as vice president of 
Jackson's MJJ Productions Inc. in 1994. claimed she was 
wrongfully fired and suffered intentionally inflicted emo- 
tional distress, among other things. 

□ 

Buddy HackM got his star on tiie Hollywood Walk of 
Fame. And then it was time for a few jokes. Tlie comic poked 
fim at subway builders who have iriced Holiywrxxl busiiwsses 
with a lengthy construction project that forced the removal of 
hundreds of stars from the Walk of Fame. ”1 left Brooklyn to 
get away from the subway and now 1 have to worry about my 
star moving because of this subway.” he joked. Hackeo. 73. 
has worked in film, television, ni^iclubs and on Broadway 
for nearly 50 years. 

□ 

Robert Downey Jr., who caused a stir when be was escorted 
from jail to work on a movie, has been released from the Men's 
Ceoti^ Jail in Los Angeles to ctKnpIece his six-month sentence 
at a drug rehabilitation center. Downey was sentenced for 
violating terms of his probation and using drugs. He had been 
set for release from the jail on March 29, but three days were 


tagged on to his time there to make up for work-release days 
Downey was given to work on the movie “In Dreams.” 

□ 

The Stradivarius violin that inspired Beethoven to write the 
Kreutzer Sonata was auctioned at (Christie's in London on 
Wednesday for a record price of £947.500 fSl.6 million). The 
Kreutzer Stradivarius. named for the French violiiust Rudol- 
phe Kreutzer who bought it from the renowned violin-maker 
Nicholas Lupot, was purchased b>' a former violinist and 
violin dealer frxnn London. The previous record for the sale of 
a musical instrument was for ‘'The Mendelssohn." a Sua- 
dlvarius violin sold at Giristie’s in 1990 for £902,000. 

□ 

A sequel to Britain's biggest box-office hit ever. ''The Full 
Monty.” will be made, but the stars will keep their clothes on. 
The agent for the writer. Simon Beaufoy. said his diem was 
negotiating for the project. The makers are eager to repeat the 
success of the male-stripper movie set in Sheffield, in northern 
England, which cost only £2 million (S3.3 million) to 
but has grossed about £160 million worldwide so far. 

□ 

Andrew CarrolU a co-founder of the American Poetry and 
Literacy i^jecL has set out from New York on a cross- 
cmintzy poetry giveaway. From the back of a truck that is well- 
stocked with verse. CarroU plans to give away 100.000 poetry 


books across the land during the National Poetiy Manu 
promotion. By April 30. be is expected in Los Angeles! 
“Afoot and light- hearted I take to the open road/ Health^’, fretj 
the world be^re me.” says Walt Whitman's "Song of il{ 
Open Road.” which is included in a book that will be handq 
to drivers at the Philadelphia tollbooth of the Wall WUima 
Bridge. “We really want to reach people from all walks d 
life,” said Carroll. The promotion is backed financially by iq 
.Academy of American Poets. 


Minerrand With a Literary Bent 

Rcuicfs 

PARTS — Mazarine PingeoL the illegitimate daughter 
of Francois Mitterrand, the late president of France, v ' 
make her debut as a writer this week with a book eotiUeu 
“First Novel,” her publisher said Wednesday. 

The 270-page romance about two university 'students 
was a well-kept secret until the newspaper Le Figaro 
revealed that the Julliard publishing house was ready to 
release it on Friday. Pingeot, 23. has left France for three 
months to avoid publicity, the paper reported. She has 
already started writing a second novel. Although an open 
secret among Paris's journalists, the fact that Mitten^ 
had a daughter by his mistress, the museum curator Anne 
Pingeot. was not made known publicly until 1994. 
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To reach the other side of die world the easy way. use AT&T DIRECT" SERVICE 
• -.I® - Simply dial the access number for the country you're in and you'll be 



connected to English-speaking operators and get AT&T's quick, clear connections. 
Plus, you can use your AT&T Calling Card or any of these major credit cards. 

Now. what could be easier than that? 



Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide: 

I. juK dal (k AT&r Access Number far *e eo(TOy >iou are caftoi ihm Z Dot the (*one lunbe- you're eUlr* 3. Od ywr ofd nunto 

AT*T ACCESS NUMBgRS 


AiiMrH*o„,„ 

Mglttni* 

MOO-IOO-iO 

Greece*.... 

oMoo-mi 

...I400-550400 

Saudi Arabia':' 


Czech Republic^ 

...00-42-000-IOI 





Egypt«(Caire)T 


Italr* 

I72-I0II 









Cermany 

0130-0010 

Russia e A(rioseow) • 

755-5042 

United Kingdom 

S...O800.89-O0U 


For access nunnbers not listed above ask any operator for AT&T Direct^ Service, or visit ourVIfeh <,r« .,<> 





